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An injured man receives 
treatment at a hospital after 
Tuesday’s suicide bombing 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
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Trump reportedly weighing first trip to war zone 


By Josh Dawsey and Paul Sonne 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump has begun telling advisers that he 
might visit troops in a combat zone for the 
first time in his presidency, as he has come 
under increasing scrutiny for his treat¬ 
ment of military affairs and failure to visit 
servicemembers deployed to Afghanistan 
or Iraq. 


Trump has so far declined to visit those 
combat regions, saying he does not want 
to associate himself with wars he views as 
failures, according to current and former 
advisers, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to describe private conversa¬ 
tions. Current advisers said Trump is not 
expected to visit a war zone during the 
Thanksgiving break, which he will spend 
at his Mar-a-Lago golf resort in Florida. 


The president has often cast himself as 
a champion of the Pentagon, invoking the 
strength and size of the military at cam¬ 
paign rallies and on Twitter. At the same 
time, he has frequently criticized U.S. mili¬ 
tary missions and decisions while personal¬ 
ly attacking some former military leaders, 
contributing to a complicated relationship 
with the armed forces he commands. 

Although he signed off on Defense Sec¬ 


retary Jim Mattis’ requests to bolster the 
American military presence in Afghani¬ 
stan and Syria and retain the presence in 
Iraq, Trump isn’t a fan of U.S. military op¬ 
erations there. 

In meetings about a potential visit, he 
has described the missions in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan as “a total shame,” according to 
the advisers. 

SEE TRIP ON PAGE 7 
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Maverick 
Cafe now 
open on 
McCain 

By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Meals are once again 
being served aboard the USS 
John S. McCain, 15 months after 
the guided missile destroyer was 
severely damaged in a collision 
that killed 10 sailors. 

Monday marked the first full 
day of food service since Aug. 
21, 2017, when the ship ran into 
a merchant vessel east of Singa¬ 
pore, according to a Navy state¬ 
ment issued Tuesday. 

The McCain has been under¬ 
going repairs at Yokosuka since 
returning to its homeport in 
December. 

The crew was served a ceremo¬ 
nial meal of steak, chicken and 
cake to commemorate Monday’s 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
No injuries were reported Mon¬ 
day when a cockpit warning light 
forced a Japanese F-15 to make an 


special day. 

“Regaining the ability to serve 
the crew food aboard the ship is 
yet another step towards return¬ 
ing to normal operations and is 
a huge boost to the morale of the 
crew,” McCain supply officer Lt. 
j.g. Kathryn Hussy said in the 
statement. 

On Aug. 29, the crew shared 
a birthday cake in the mess to 
commemorate what would have 
been the late Sen. John McCain’s 
82nd birthday. A photo posted to 


emergency landing at Kadena Air 
Base on Okinawa. 

A jet from the Japan Air Self- 
Defense Force’s 9th Air Wing 
landed about 9 a.m. after the pilot 
reported seeing a hydraulic sys¬ 
tem warning light 32 minutes ear¬ 
lier, said spokesman Akihiko Aita. 


the ship’s official Facebook page 
showed a white cake with “Happy 
Birthday Maverick!” written in 
blue icing. 

A message accompanying the 
image said the mess had been 
christened the “Maverick Cafe” 
in his honor. In July, the former 
naval officer was added as a 
namesake for the ship, which also 
honors his Navy admiral father 
and grandfather. 

The McCain accident was the 
second deadly collision involving 


The light came on about nine min¬ 
utes after the F-15 departed Naha 
Airport for routine training. 

The pilot radioed the Ameri¬ 
can air base and landed without 
incident, Aita said. The aircraft 
remained at Kadena on Tuesday 
morning for investigation and re- 


a Yokosuka-based destroyer last 
year. Two months earlier, the USS 
Fitzgerald collided with a cargo 
ship off Japan’s Izu Peninsula, 
killing seven sailors. 

After the collisions, the Navy is¬ 
sued a report deeming the crash¬ 
es “avoidable.” Leadership then 
made recommendations, revised 
some policies and created addi¬ 
tional training. 

lopez.christian(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


pairs. There is no timetable for its 
return to Naha. 

The incident did not cause delays 
at the air base, Aita said. Officials 
from Kadena’s 18th Wing could 
not be reached for comment. 


burke.matt@stripes.com 
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2ID opens 
new HQ at 
Humphreys 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The 2nd Infantry Di¬ 
vision dedicated its new head¬ 
quarters building on Camp 
Humphreys on Tuesday, officially 
opening a new chapter after mov¬ 
ing from its decades-old home 
north of Seoul. 

The ceremony took place at 
the entrance of the new Freeman 
Hall, which retains the name of 
the previous headquarters on 
Camp Red Cloud in Uijeongbu. 

The Indianhead Division has 
been stationed near the front 
lines with North Korea since 
the 1950-53 Korean War, which 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty. 

Commander M^. Gen. Scott 
McKean vowed to maintain 
readiness from the new base in 
Pyeongtaek, some 40 miles south 
of Seoul. 

“We bid farewell to Uijeongbu 
and Camp Red Cloud, where so 
much of our story was written,” 
he said. “As we begin our newest 
chapter here let there be no doubt 
we will continue to be steadfast 
and ready in our responsibilities 
to defend the Republic of Korea,” 
he added, using the formal name 
for South Korea. 

The 2nd ID command moved 
to Camp Humphreys earlier 
this year, following US. Forces 
Korea and the Eighth Army as a 
long-delayed agreement to relo¬ 
cate most US. forces south was 
implemented. 

news@stripes.com 
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Report: Sub maintenance logjam wastes $1.5B 


This report makes clear that the Navy must do more 
to fully utilize the capacity of our private shipyards to 
reduce the backlog in submarine repair work. ^ 

Rep. Joe Courtney 

D-Conn. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy burned through more than 
$1.5 billion in the past decade supporting 
attack submarines sitting idle awaiting 
maintenance at overwhelmed and under¬ 
staffed shipyards, a federal audit found. 

Since 2008, attack submarines have in¬ 
curred 10,363 days — more than 28 years 
—of cumulative idle time and maintenance 
delays due to lags in getting into and out of 
shipyards, the Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office said in a public report released 
Monday that was issued in a fuller, classi¬ 
fied form last month. 

The Navy has been unable to begin or 
complete on time the m^ority of mainte¬ 
nance periods for its 51 attack submarines 
since 2008, which has resulted in signifi¬ 
cant maintenance delays and support cost 
outlays, the GAO said. 

Despite some steps taken by the Navy 
the past few years to mitigate shortages in 
maintenance facilities and workers, “at¬ 
tack submarine maintenance delays are 
getting longer and idle time is increasing,” 
the GAO said. 

The report recommended the Navy 
conduct an analysis of workload alloca¬ 
tion across public and private shipyards 
so the latter could be better leveraged. 
Three other GAO recommendations were 
deemed too sensitive for public release, the 


report said. 

The ranking member of the House 
Seapower and Projection Forces Subcom¬ 
mittee called the GAO study “a sobering 
assessment of the challenges facing our 
undersea forces.” 

“While demand for our undersea fleet 
and its unique capabilities continues to 
rise as reflected in the 2016 Force Struc¬ 
ture Assessment, delays in maintaining 
our existing fleet are exacerbating the 
growing shortfall in our submarine force 
structure,” Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., 
said in a statement Monday. “This report 
makes clear that the Navy must do more 
to fully utilize the capacity of our private 
shipyards to reduce the backlog in subma¬ 
rine repair work — something I have re¬ 
peatedly urged the Navy to act on.” 

The attack-sub fleet includes 33 Los An¬ 
geles class, 3 Seawolf class and 15 Virginia 
class submarines. They are homeported at 
bases in New London, Conn.; Pearl Har¬ 


bor, Hawaii; Norfolk, Va.; San Diego, Calif; 
and Bangor, Wash. Four are homeported in 
Guam. 

The most time-consuming maintenance 
work, such as overhauls, restorations and 
nuclear refueling, is done at one of the 
country’s four public naval shipyards. They 
are Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard, Puget Sound Naval Ship¬ 
yard and Intermediate Maintenance Facil¬ 
ity, and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and 
Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 

Two private shipyards — General Dy¬ 
namics Electric Boat and Huntington 
Ingalls Industries-Newport News Ship¬ 
building — construct nuclear-powered 
ships and sometimes provide depot-level 
maintenance for attack subs, the GAO 
said. 

A Navy safety program requires sub¬ 
marines to adhere to strict maintenance 
schedules and pass assessments before 
being allowed to submerge. 


“Attack submarines also face delays in 
beginning maintenance when the pub¬ 
lic shipyards have no available capacity, 
in some cases forcing submarines to idle 
pierside because they are no longer cer¬ 
tified to conduct normal operations,” the 
GAO said. 

Since 2008,14 attack subs accounted for 
a combined 61 months idle as they awaited 
entry into shipyards for maintenance, the 
GAO said. 

Even though the attack subs were side¬ 
lined, the Navy was still doling out funding 
for crewing, maintaining and supporting 
the vessels. 

“While the Navy would incur these costs 
regardless of whether the submarine was 
delayed, idled, or deployed, our estimate of 
$1.5 billion represents costs incurred from 
fiscal year 2008 through fiscal year 2018 
for attack submarines without receiving 
any operational capability in return,” the 
GAO said. 

“While acknowledging the magnitude 
of these costs. Navy officials stated that 
there may be some benefits that could be 
realized from these operating and support 
costs since crews on idle attack subma¬ 
rines can conduct some limited training,” 
the GAO said. 

olson.wyatt(I)stripes.com 
Twitter; @WyattWOIson 


Deal for permanent 
F-35 facilities awarded 



Pilots from the 388th and 419th Fighter Wings taxi F-35As on the runway during a combat-power 
exercise at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, on Monday. 

Dozens of Air Force stealth fighters 
launched in combat power exercise 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

Dozens of the Air Force’s most 
advanced stealth fighters took to 
the air at a quick-fire pace dur¬ 
ing a combat power exercise this 
week out of Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah. 

Thirty-five F-35A Lightning 
IIs were launched in about 11 
minutes for Monday’s drill, ac¬ 
cording to the Desert News of 
Salt Lake City. 

The sorties, which happened at 


20- to 40-second intervals, were 
designed to evaluate the capa¬ 
bilities of pilots, maintainors and 
command and control teams, an 
Air Force statement said. 

Hill houses the only two com¬ 
bat-ready F-35A fighter wings 
— the 388th and 419th — and air¬ 
men must be prepared to launch 
the aircraft at a moment’s notice, 
the statement added. 

“Exercising with multiple 
squadrons of F-35s can demon¬ 
strate our ability to defeat poten¬ 
tial adversaries wherever they 


Cynthia GRiCGs/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


may arise,” Mqj. Caleb Guth- 
mann, of the 34th Fighter Squad¬ 
ron, said in the statement. 

The F-35A is used for a variety 
of objectives, including anti-air, 
anti-surface and anti-ship com¬ 
bat, and electronic warfare. The 
388th and 419th Fighter Wings 
typically fly 30-60 sorties per 
day from Hill’s flight line, the Air 
Force said. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @boiingerj2004 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng¬ 
land — The British government 
has awarded a $205 million con¬ 
tract for construction work at 
RAF Lakenheath to prepare the 
base for the arrival of U.S. F-35A 
Lightning II stealth jets. 

The deal is the first in a much 
bigger program to support Air 
Force operations in the UK., with 
a further $1 billion expected to 
be invested in the UK. over the 
next seven to 10 years, according 
to the British Defence Infrastruc¬ 
ture Organisation. It signed the 
contract with the Kier Volker- 
Fitzpatrick joint venture on 
Monday. 

Work on the base, the first per¬ 
manent facility for US. Air Force 
F-35s in Europe, will start in 
the summer. The first F-35s are 
scheduled to arrive in 2021. 

“For more than one hundred 
years now our armed forces have 
fought in defence of our com¬ 
mon values and interests. Our 
two countries have developed 
the deepest, broadest and most 
advanced relationship of any two 
nations,” Defense Minister Tobi¬ 
as Ellwood said in a statement. 

Engineers will modify the 
base’s current infrastructure 
and build new squadron parking 
aprons, two new hangars, a new 
dual-squadron operations and 
aircraft maintenance facility, and 
a flight simulator networked with 
other simulators throughout the 
UK. 

About 700 contractors are ex- 



WiLLiAM HowARD/Stars and Stripes 


A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning 
II fighter jet takes off from 
RAF Lakenheath, England, in 
2017. A construction contract 
has been signed to deliver 
infrastructure to ready RAF 
Lakenheath for two squadrons of 
F-35 Lightning aircraft. 

pected on base at the height of 
construction. Once complete, it 
will welcome an additional 1,200 
U.S. airmen and 48 aircraft to the 
UK. 

“This is an exciting milestone 
for the 48th Fighter Wing and 
for all our partners,” Col. Will 
Marshall, 48th Fighter Wing 
commander, said in a statement. 
“We’re transforming RAF Laken¬ 
heath together, and the work we 
do today is critical to the future 
security of the United States, the 
United Kingdom and the NATO 
Alliance.” 

The Royal Air Force currently 
has nine F-35s in its inventory, sta¬ 
tioned nearby at RAF Marham. 

howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 
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New Army uniform to be gradually phased in 



Ron LEE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sergeant Major of the Army Daniel Dailey, center, stands with soldier models wearing the proposed 
Army Green daily service uniform at the Army-Navy game in Phiiadelphia in December 2017. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
is finalizing its new green throw¬ 
back uniforms inspired by sol¬ 
diers’ World War II attire, but 
only recruiters should expect to 
don the new duds anytime soon. 

The service was making final 
tweaks to the design of the new 
uniform, to be officially called 
Army Greens, which will see an 
initial run of some 200 prototypes 
that will be fielded primarily by 
recruiters, Sgt. of the Army 
Daniel Dailey said Monday. It 
could be another three months 
before that initial batch of uni¬ 
forms is ready. 

The vast m^ority of soldiers 
will not have an opportunity to 
purchase or receive the Greens 
until summer 2020. 

Dailey received positive feed¬ 
back from soldiers he spoke to 
about the new uniforms during 
a visit in recent days with troops 
in Asia, the Army’s top enlist¬ 
ed soldier told reporters at the 
Pentagon. 

“This is something I think is 
very positive for the United States 
Army,” he said. “This is a great 
day to be a soldier, as I’ve gone 
around and talked to soldiers in 
the last few days overseas ... an 
overwhelming m^ority are truly 
excited about this new uniform.” 

Despite the ongoing tweaks 
— the Army has made changes in 
recent weeks to the jacket’s collar 
and the shirt’s material, for exam¬ 
ple — the service has made some 
important decisions about the uni¬ 
form, Dailey said. Standard head- 
gear to be worn with the Greens 
will be the Army’s garrison cap, 
which is an olive green, straight¬ 
sided, foldable hat. Berets and 


the service cap will be optional to 
wear with the uniform. 

Three new, optional jackets will 
be authorized to wear with the 
Army Greens — a green tanker 
jacket, essentially a zip-front, 
water-resistant windbreaker; a 
brown leather bomber jacket; and 
the popular green “Ike” jacket, 
modeled after the cropped jacket 
made famous by Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower during World War II. 
All soldiers will be issued a green 


all-weather, trench coat-style 
jacket with the new uniforms. 

Additionally, the Army is plan¬ 
ning to allow soldiers assigned 
to airborne units to wear jump 
boots with the new Army Greens, 
Dailey said. The service has yet 
to make a decision, but it could 
switch to brown jump boots for 
the new uniform. 

The new uniforms, which had 
been colloquially referred to as 
Pinks and Greens — a reference 


to a slightly different version of 
the World War Il-era uniforms, 
have been a pet project of Dai¬ 
ley’s. The service has spent more 
than a year considering and de¬ 
veloping them. 

OnNow 11, which was Veterans 
Day, the Army quietly announced 
its decision to adopt the new uni¬ 
forms. However, the service has 
yet to conduct a high-profile, pub¬ 
lic rollout of the gear. Dailey said 
he expected official photographs 


detailing the uniform to be re¬ 
leased in the near future. 

Recruiters and some high-pro¬ 
file soldiers will begin receiving 
prototypes of the new uniform 
early in 2019, said Army Col. 
Steve Thomas, a project manager 
who led the Army’s development 
of the uniforms for Program Ex¬ 
ecutive Officer Soldier. The uni¬ 
forms will then start to be phased 
into the rest of the force in sum¬ 
mer 2020 and will not be required 
until summer 2028. 

That should give enlisted sol¬ 
diers plenty of time to purchase 
the new gear with their uniform 
allowances, keeping them from 
having to pay out of pocket, he 
said. 

Dailey said the Army does not 
yet have an estimate for the cost 
of the new uniforms that he could 
announce publicly. The Army has 
pledged the Greens would not put 
additional costs on either enlisted 
soldiers or American taxpayers. 

The Army is not ditching its 
blue Army Service Uniform. 
That uniform will become the 
service’s dress uniform that sol¬ 
diers don for more formal occa¬ 
sions, whereas the Greens will 
be worn in day-to-day settings, 
Dailey said. Commanders will set 
soldiers’ duty uniforms, so troops 
who currently wear combat uni¬ 
forms most days are likely to con¬ 
tinue to do so, he said. The Blues 
will be renamed, possibly to Army 
Dress Blues, Dailey added. 

The sergeant mqjor of the Army 
said he planned to wear his unof¬ 
ficial version of Army Greens at 
the Army-Navy football game 
Dec. 8 in Philadelphia. 

“I’m excited about this,” Dailey 
said. “And soldiers are too.” 


drckstein.corey@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Soldier recovering from meningitis; no new cases reported 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A para¬ 
trooper who was fighting for his 
life after being infected with bac¬ 
terial meningitis a month ago is 
recovering in the U.S., Army of¬ 
ficials said this week. 

“He was discharged from 
Walter Reed (National Military 
Medical Center) and is currently 
in outpatient rehab status,” said 
Mqj. Chris Bradley, a 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade spokesman. “We 
are hoping his recovery is full 
and complete and we will wel¬ 
come him back.” 

Army public health officials 
said Monday that no new cases 
had been reported either in the 
military community or the local 
Italian population. 

Some 60 to 70 soldiers and oth¬ 
ers associated with the Army 
garrison were provided with pro¬ 
phylactic antibiotics, said Stacy 
Sanning, a Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center spokeswoman. 

Italian public health authori¬ 
ties, who at one point were seek¬ 
ing to contact some 200 patrons of 


a nightclub where the soldier was 
said to have spent time before his 
diagnosis, also reported no new 
cases, Sanning said. Where and 
how the soldier was infected has 
not been determined, she said. 

The soldier, who has not been 
identified, was diagnosed with 
meningococcal meningitis, 
named for the bacterium that 
causes it and the most common 
type of bacterial meningitis. 

Although not as contagious as 
cold or flu viruses, it is contract¬ 
ed through saliva and respira¬ 
tory secretions and can be spread 
through coughing, sneezing, kiss¬ 
ing or sharing utensils. Its incu¬ 
bation period is between two and 
10 days. 

About 1 in 10 people carry the 
bacteria with no signs or symp¬ 
toms of disease, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The disease attacks the lining 
of the brain and spinal cord and 
can quickly be fatal without early 
treatment. 

Early antibiotic treatment is 
the most important measure to 
save lives and reduce complica¬ 


tions, according to the CDC. 

Since the 1970s, the military 
has had a policy of universal 
meningococcal vaccination for 
everyone entering all branches 
of service. The vaccines are be¬ 
tween 85 and 100 percent effec¬ 
tive for at least two years. But 
there is no vaccination for some 
strains. 

A study in 2012 by research¬ 
ers at the Naval Health Research 
Center in San Diego identified 26 
cases of meningococcal disease 
among servicemembers from 
2006 to 2010. Of those, 15 had re¬ 


ceived vaccinations. Five cases 
were fatal. 

A study in 2016 found that neu¬ 
rological aftereffects occurred 
“in a substantial amount of patient 
following bacterial meningitis,” 
according to the study published 
in the Journal of Infection. The 
most frequently reported afteref¬ 
fects were hearing loss, cognitive 
impairment, epilepsy and various 
muscle or nerve problems due to 
damaged parts of the brain. 

About 15 percent of survivors 
are left with disabilities that in¬ 
clude deafness, brain damage 


and neurological problems. 

The soldier was admitted to the 
San Bortolo Hospital in Vicenza 
on Oct. 22 after symptoms of 
headache and fever worsened. By 
the next day, he had been placed 
in a medically induced coma. 

He was then taken to Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center, Bradley 
said, and moved to Walter Reed 
before being discharged. 

“We anticipate his return,” 
Bradley said. “He’s been a fighter 
to this point.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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Courtesy of Allied Joint Force Command Naples 


A German corporal with the NATO Readiness Joint Task Force trains in Norway last month during Trident 
Juncture 18. The leaders of Germany and France have proposed setting up a European army. 

NATO cautions against EU army 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — The 
U.S.-led NATO alliance warned 
Tuesday that the European Union 
should avoid competing with NATO 
as the key security pact on the Con¬ 
tinent after leaders in Germany 
and France raised the possibility of 
setting up a European army. 

During the past year, NATO has 
sought closer ties with the EU on 
security matters, but allies have 
also cautioned that the trading and 
political bloc should not undercut 
the 29-nation trans-Atlantic mili¬ 
tary alliance. 

“I have been equally clear about 
the fact that EU efforts must not 
compete with NATO, must not du¬ 
plicate NATO, because NATO re¬ 
mains the bedrock for European 
security,” NATO Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Jens Stoltenberg said Tues¬ 
day ahead of meetings with EU 
officials. 

The idea of a European army has 
garnered increased attention in re¬ 
cent weeks after French President 
Emmanuel Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel touted 
the idea as an answer to concerns 
that the US. has become a less reli¬ 
able security partner. 

Macron, calling for a “true Euro¬ 
pean army,” said earlier this month 
on Europe 1 French radio that “we 
have to protect ourselves with re¬ 
spect to China, Russia and even the 
United States of America.” 

“We have to have a Europe that 
can defend itself alone — and 
without only relying on the United 
States — in a more sovereign man¬ 
ner,” Macron added. 

Trump ridiculed the idea, say¬ 
ing on Twitter that “perhaps Eu¬ 
rope should first pay its fair share 
of NATO, which the US. subsidizes 
greatly!” 

What Macron and his backers 
are proposing is a EU joint crisis 
intervention force that could be de¬ 
ployed in emergencies. But while 
the EU has long been involved in 
various security efforts and has 
deployed limited military contin¬ 
gents in the Balkans, Africa and 
elsewhere under the EU banner, it’s 
unclear how it would develop an in¬ 
tervention force capable of fending 
off the likes of China and Russia. 

Any EU army would have to 
rely heavily on the armed forces of 
France and Germany, but Berlin 
has long struggled to meet its NATO 
defense spending obligations. 


The result for Germany is a 
military that critics say is virtu¬ 
ally nondeployable in a crisis. As 
of May, none of Germany’s subma¬ 
rines was operational, only four of 
its 128 Eurofighter jets were com¬ 
bat-ready and the army was short 
dozens of tanks and armored ve¬ 
hicles, according to various inter¬ 
nal government reports. Troops 
also are short on the basics, such as 
body armor, night vision gear and 
cold weather clothing. 

Germany’s lack of combat readi¬ 
ness was brought into embarrassing 
focus in 2015 when photos emerged 
of troops training with broomsticks 
instead of guns because of an equip¬ 
ment shortage. 

Still, Merkel last week again 
endorsed the idea of a European 
army, but added that it is years 
away from becoming a reality. “We 
have to create a European interven¬ 
tion unit with which Europe can act 
on the ground where necessary,” 
Merkel said. 

So far, there are no concrete de¬ 
tails on how such an army would 
be formed and what the command 


structures would be. But the bloc 
already has a military staff and 
other military components as part 
of its foreign policy and security 
establishment. 

Stoltenberg said EU officials 
should remember that once the 
UK. leaves the union, 80 percent 
of NATO’s defense expenditures 
will be derived from nonunion 
members. 

Stoltenberg also highlighted the 
role non-EU members play when it 
comes to guarding the Baltics and 
Poland. “Three of the four battle 
groups we have deployed in the 
eastern part of the alliance, in the 
Baltics countries and Poland will 
be led by non-EU allies,” he said. 

Meanwhile, geography matters 
when it comes to security strategy 
in Europe, Stoltenberg said. Nor¬ 
way in the north, Turkey in the 
south and Canada, the US. and 
UK. to the west all play key roles, 
Stoltenberg said. 

“So geography and money, these 
are facts which we cannot ignore,” 
he said. 


vandiver.john(I)stripes.C( 


Trump criticized for 
McRaven comments 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has ignited a fire¬ 
storm of criticism and charges 
that he is politicizing the military 
by faulting a war hero for not cap¬ 
turing al-Qaida leader Osama bin 
Laden sooner. 

Trump took shots at retired Adm. 

William 



McRaven 

tions Command was a “backer” of 
Trump’s 2016 rival Hillary Clin¬ 
ton and a supporter of President 
Barack Obama. 

“Disgusting,” the George W. 
Bush administration’s White 
House counterterrorism adviser, 
Fran Townsend, wrote Monday on 
Twitter. 

Leon Panetta, who was CIA di¬ 
rector during the bin Laden raid 
and later served as secretary of de¬ 
fense, said Trump owed an apology 
to McRaven and to all of those in 
the military and intelligence agen¬ 
cies who played a role in tracking 
down bin Laden and carrying out 
the risky raid into Pakistan. He 
called Trump’s remark “patently 
ridiculous.” 

“It demonstrates a profound lack 
of understanding of how our mili¬ 
tary and intelligence agencies oper¬ 
ate and undermines the president’s 
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own standing as commander-in- 
chief,” Panetta said in a statement. 

The controversy follows a pat¬ 
tern of concerns raised by for¬ 
mer senior military officers about 
Trump’s grasp of the military’s 
role. Some assert that his decision 
to send thousands of active-duty 
troops to the US.-Mexico border 
shortly before the Nov. 6 midterm 
elections was a political stunt. 

Trump also drew criticism for 
his decision not to visit Arlington 
National Cemetery on Veterans 
Day last week, following his trip to 
Europe. He said later he “should 
have” visited the cemetery but was 
too busy with official business. 

McRaven told CNN he is a fan 
both of George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama, having served under them. 
“I admire all presidents, regardless 
of their political party, who uphold 
the dignity of the office and who 
use that office to bring the nation 
together in challenging times,” he 
said pointedly. 

McRaven previously had drawn 
widespread attention for lambast¬ 
ing Trump for repeatedly calling 
the news media the “enemy of the 
people.” McRaven had said the 
president’s words were “the great¬ 
est threat to democracy” in his life¬ 
time. When that was raised in the 
Fox News interview. Trump lashed 
out at McRaven, who organized 
and executed the bin Laden raid in 
Pakistan in May 2011 as head of the 
secretive Joint Special Operation 
Command. 
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Dozens dead in 
suicide blast at 
Kabul gathering 



Massoud Hossaini/AP 


Security forces block the roads at the site of a suicide attack in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
bomb blast killed dozens of 
people in Kabul on Tuesday at 
a gathering where hundreds of 
religious scholars came to cele¬ 
brate the birthday of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

At least 43 are dead and 83 
more were wounded, Afghan 
Health Ministry spokesman Wa- 
heed M^roh said Tuesday night. 

The attack occurred around 
6:20 p.m. at the Uranus Wedding 
Hall, a complex that hosted both 
the gathering and a wedding, 
said Moula Mohammed Paiman, 
head of a union of wedding halls 
in Kabul. 

A suicide bomber walked into 
the gathering and blew himself 
up during a reading of the Koran 
from beginning to end. Interior 
Ministry spokesman N^ib Dan¬ 
ish said. 

The blast occurred about 2 miles 
away from the Kabul airport, 
where hundreds of US. troops are 
based on a NATO compound. 


Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani condemned the attack and 
declared Wednesday a national 
day of mourning. 

“The terrorists that have car¬ 
ried out this attack have com¬ 
mitted an unforgivable crime,” 
Ghani said in a statement. “This 
criminal act is against Islamic 
laws.” 

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

The local Islamic State affili¬ 
ate previously attacked clerics 
in June that it regarded as sid¬ 
ing with the US.-backed govern¬ 
ment in Kabul. More than 2,000 
Afghan religious scholars issued 
a “fatwa,” or religious declara¬ 
tion, that “the ongoing war in Af¬ 
ghanistan is forbidden under the 
Islamic law.” 

That gathering of scholars, 
known as the Afghan Ulema 
Council, prompted an attack that 
killed at least seven clerics and 
injured at least 20 others. 

The Taliban denied any in¬ 
volvement in that attack but also 
denounced the gathering. 

Kabul has around 140 wedding 


halls, structures that are perhaps 
the most noticeable change to the 
landscapes of Kabul and other 
mgjor Afghan cities since the 
2001 US. invasion that removed 
the Taliban from power. Some 
100,000 people in Kabul have jobs 
linked to those wedding halls, 
Paiman said last year. 

The gathering Tuesday should 
have requested police protection 
but didn’t do so, police spokes¬ 
man Basir Mujahid said. Wedding 
halls such as Uranus normally 
provide their own security. 

The US. ambassador to Af¬ 
ghanistan extended his sympa¬ 
thy to the families of the victims 
Tuesday. 

“Sickened and deeply sad¬ 


dened by tonight’s terror attack 
as the Ulema Council marked the 
Prophet’s Birthday,” Ambassador 
John Bass said on Twitter. “I ex¬ 
tend our condolences to the fami¬ 
lies and followers of those killed 
and wounded.” 

The suicide bombing came as 
the Afghan government contin¬ 
ues to struggle to provide securi¬ 
ty in the face of attacks from the 
Taliban and other militant groups 
throughout the country. The Tal¬ 
iban controls or contests more 
territory than it has since the US. 
invasion in 2001. 

Zubafr Babakarkhair'contrrbuted to this 

report. 

lawrence.jpOstripes.com 
Twitter: @iplawrence3 


Afghan opium production down, poppy crop steady 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Opium production 
in Afghanistan has dropped sharply this year, 
but poppy cultivation remains at high levels 
and the revenue it produces will likely con¬ 
tinue to hamper US. efforts in its longest war, 
according to a new survey. 

Potential opium production this year is es¬ 
timated at 6,400 metric tons, down 30 percent 
from last year’s record high of 9,000 tons, ac¬ 
cording to the joint report by the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment and United Nations Office of Drugs 
and Crime. This year’s crop could yield an 
estimated 360 to 610 tons of export-quality 
heroin, which is between 50 and 70 percent 
pure, the report said. 

Monday’s figures come despite roughly $9 
billion spent by the US. to counter narcotics 
in Afghanistan since 2002. American troops 
and contractors have also been killed in drug 
eradication missions. 

“The significant levels of opium poppy cul¬ 
tivation and illicit trafficking of opiates will 
probably continue to fuel instability, insur¬ 
gency and provide funding to terrorist groups 
in Afghanistan,” the report said, adding: 
“More high quality, low cost heroin will reach 
consumer markets across the world, with in¬ 
creased consumption and related harms as a 
likely consequence.” 

Drought in parts of the country has reduced 
poppy cultivation, the report said. Some farm¬ 
ers may have also stopped growing the crop 
because of lower prices for opium, the authors 
added. 

The amount of land used to grow poppies 



Dustin D. MARCH/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


An Afghan works in a poppy field in Helmand 
province. Despite a sharp decline in opium 
production in Afghanistan, poppy cultivation 
remains at high levels, a new survey found. 

this year dropped by 20 percent from a record 
high last year. But this year’s measurement 
— roughly 1,000 square miles — is still the 
second-highest since systematic monitoring 
began in 1994. 


The drug trade in Afghanistan has ex¬ 
ploded since 2001, when U.S. forces invaded 
to remove the Taliban, whose regime had al¬ 
most eradicated opium production, albeit with 
brutal tactics. The reconstituted Taliban now 
benefits from sales of the drug. 

“We must do a better job if we want to miti¬ 
gate the ways that the drug trade undermines 
our goals in Afghanistan,” said John Sopko, 
the special inspector general for Afghanistan 
reconstruction, while launching a separate 
report in June that called for a new U.S. strat¬ 
egy to fight drugs in Afghanistan. 

The military’s latest counternarcotics en¬ 
deavor includes airstrikes targeting Taliban 
drug facilities. 

The U.S.-led coalition said the strikes — 
which are meant to cut off the Taliban’s rev¬ 
enue and not fight the drug trade itself — have 
cost the insurgents tens of millions of dollars, 
a figure disputed by some outside analysts. 

Analysts also say it’s unrealistic to expect 
much progress in counternarcotic efforts 
without being able to control areas where pop¬ 
pies are grown and transported. 

The Taliban currently control more ter¬ 
ritory than at any other time since the 2001 
U.S. invasion. Much of the territory under 
insurgent control is in the south in provinces 
that continue to lead the country in opium 
production. 

Afghanistan produces as much as 90 per¬ 
cent of the world’s illicit opium, according to 
UN. estimates. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


New review 
finds little 
progress on 
Taliban deal 

By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and 
Afghan governments have made 
“little clear progress” recently in 
compelhng the Taliban to negoti¬ 
ate a peace deal, according to a 
new U.S. assessment Monday that 
said military and political signs 
point toward continued stalemate. 

“Progress toward peace re¬ 
mains elusive,” Glenn A. Fine, 
the acting Pentagon inspector 
general, wrote in an introduction 
to a comprehensive review of mili¬ 
tary, political and humanitarian 
conditions in Afghanistan during 
the July-September period. Those 
were the final three months of the 
17th year of a war that began in 
October 2001. 

The report offered little support 
for the Trump administration’s as¬ 
sertions that its revised war strat¬ 
egy, announced in August 2017, is 
bringing the Afghan government 
and the Tahban insurgency closer 
to peace and reconciliation. When 
he visited Kabul in July, Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo said the 
strategy “is indeed working.” 

In the three months following 
Pompeo’s visit, the Taliban dem¬ 
onstrated their resilience even 
as the U.S. military continued its 
focus on training and advising 
the Afghan army and police while 
helping develop an Afghan air 
force. 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on 
Saturday that efforts to draw the 
Taliban into peace talks are being 
made “below the surface.” But he 
indicated that progress is insuf¬ 
ficient. “We’re a long way from 
where we could say that we’re on 
the right path,” Dunford said at 
the Halifax International Security 
Forum, referring to effectively 
combining military, political and 
social pressure on the Tahban. 

Noting that U.S. officials as re¬ 
cently as a year ago called the 
war a stalemate, Dunford said, “it 
hasn’t changed much” since. 

Pulhng the Taliban into peace 
negotiations has been the central 
feature of the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s Afghanistan strategy, with 
little result so far. The effort has 
intensified since Zalmay Khalil- 
zad, a former U.S. ambassador to 
Kabul, was appointed a special 
U.S. envoy to Afghanistan in Sep¬ 
tember. The Associated Press re¬ 
ported on Sunday that Khalilzad 
held three days of talks with the 
Taliban in the Gulf state of Qatar. 

Without referring explicitly to 
the talks in Qatar, Khalilzad told a 
news conference Sunday in Kabul, 
“I am talking to all interested par¬ 
ties, ah Afghan groups ... and I 
think there is an opportunity for 
reconciliation and peace. 

“The Afghan government wants 
peace,” he said. “The Tahban are 
saying they do not beheve they 
can succeed mihtarily, that they 
would like to see the problems 
that remain resolved by peaceful 
means, by pohtical negotiations.” 
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Trip: Advisers say lack of visit does not mean a lack of interest 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

He also cited the long flights 
and potential security risks as 
reasons he has avoided combat- 
zone visits, they said. 

Questioned last week about 
why he has not visited American 
troops deployed in overseas con¬ 
flicts, Trump indicated during a 
Fox News interview that a trip was 
in the works. 

“I think you will see that hap¬ 
pen,” Trump said in the interview 
with Chris Wallace that aired 
Sunday. “There are things that 
are being planned. We don’t want 
to talk about it because of security 
reasons and everything else.” 

The president also repeated 
his erroneous contention that he 
was opposed to the Iraq War. The 
Washington Post has found that 
Trump initially expressed support 
for the invasion and did not regis¬ 
ter public objections until more 
than a year after the war began. 

“I think it was a tremendous 
mistake, should never have hap¬ 
pened,” Trump told Wallace. 

“But this is about the soldiers, 
sir,” Wallace responded. 

“You’re right,” Trump said. “I 
don’t think anybody’s been more 
with the military than I have as 
a president. In terms of funding, 
in terms of all of the things I’ve 
been able to get them, including 
the vets.” 

Trump has spoken privately 
about his fears over risks to his 
own life, according to a former se¬ 
nior White House official, who has 
discussed the issue with the presi¬ 
dent and spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to speak candidly 
about Trump’s concerns. 

“He’s never been interested in 
going,” the official said of Trump 
visiting troops in a combat zone, 
citing conversations with the 
president. “He’s afraid of those 
situations. He’s afraid people want 
to kill him.” 

Pressure for Trump to make 
such a visit has been building for 
months. Eliot Cohen, a former 
Bush administration official and 
Trump critic, has raised the issue 
regularly in public. 

“The point is American service¬ 
men and women are on the ground 
in these places,” Cohen said in 
an interview. “They are getting 
killed. I think any good leader 
would want to see something for 
themselves. And they would want 
to do something for the troops 
other than using them as props.” 

Since Trump took office, about 
60 American servicemembers 
have died while deployed to Af¬ 
ghanistan, Iraq and Syria, ac¬ 
cording to Pentagon statistics, 
including both “hostile” and “non- 
hostile” deaths. 

Plans for a visit by Trump aren’t 
firm, several advisers said, and 
the president has begun saying 
only in recent weeks that it may 
need to happen. A White House 
spokesman declined to comment 
on presidential visits, citing secu¬ 
rity concerns. 

The president has come under 
increasing scrutiny for his behav¬ 
ior toward the military in recent 
weeks. He attacked the former 
head of U.S. Special Operations 
Command, retired Adm. William 
McRaven, on Sunday for his role 



Erickson BARNEs/Courtesy of NATO 


U.S. Army soldiers from 1st Squadron, 180th Cavalry Regiment secure a Helicopter Landing Zone on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan, in 
March. President Donald Trump is reportedly considering his first trip to Afghanistan or Iraq. 



Trump puts on a flight jacket during a Troop Talk last November at 
Yokota Air Base, Japan. Advisers say plans for a visit by Trump to 
A^hanistan or Iraq aren’t firm. 


in catching and killing Osama bin 
Laden, calling him a supporter of 
Hillary Clinton and saying that 
the al-Qaida leader should have 
been caught sooner in Pakistan. 
McRaven responded in a state¬ 
ment saying he did not endorse 
Clinton during the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election. 

Trump recently skipped a cem¬ 
etery service marking the end of 
World War I in France, citing poor 
weather. He also did not go to Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery on Vet¬ 
erans Day, later expressing rare 
regret for missing the occasion. 

“I should have done that,” he 


Donald HuDSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


said in the Fox interview. 

Trump has sent thousands of 
troops to the border with Mexico 
in anticipation of a Central Ameri¬ 
can migrant caravan in what his 
critics labeled a pre-election stunt 
designed to shore up anti-immi¬ 
gration sentiment within his base. 
Mattis has described the mission 
as good training and necessary 
support for the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The history of presidents visit¬ 
ing American troops on active de¬ 
ployments dates back decades and 
gives presidents a sense of what is 
happening on the ground — while 


sending a message to troops that 
the government at home appreci¬ 
ates their personal sacrifices. 

During the Korean War, Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s pledge to go to 
Korea helped propel him into the 
presidency over Adlai Stevenson. 
Eisenhower followed through with 
a visit in 1952. 

Lyndon B. Johnson met with 
troops at Cam Ranh Bay in Viet¬ 
nam in 1966, telling them he had 
come only to say how proud he 
was of what they were doing and 
the way they were doing it. He 
also visited forces there the next 
year. 

George H.W. Bush spent 
Thanksgiving with American 
troops in Saudi Arabia during 
Desert Shield in 1990 and New 
Year’s with troops in Somalia in 
1993. His successor. Bill Clinton, 
visited troops in Bosnia in 1996 
and spent Thanksgiving with 
troops in Kosovo in 1999. 

George W. Bush made a sur¬ 
prise Thanksgiving visit to troops 
in Iraq months after the invasion 
in 2003 and went to the coun¬ 
try three additional times after 
that while president. At the time, 
the U.S. military presence in the 
country was building, ultimately 
numbering about 170,000 troops 
in Iraq at the peak of a surge in 
2007. 

Mark Hertling, a retired three- 
star general, helped organize the 
surprise visit in 2003. 

About six officers knew Bush 
was coming, he said, recounting 
how the president flew into the 


international airport in the wee 
hours of the morning and stayed 
hidden until the troops were in a 
large mess hall. Bush later served 
turkey and received resounding 
applause. 

“The troops in the field need to 
know their efforts are not being 
wasted,” Hertling said. “It shows 
the government and the people 
have their back.” 

Trump’s advisers say his lack 
of a visit does not represent a lack 
of interest in or disrespect for the 
military. There are military fig¬ 
ures in his administration that he 
admires, his advisers say: Gen. 
Mark Milley, the chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army, and retired Lt. Gen. 
Keith Kellogg, a former White 
House adviser who now works for 
Vice President Mike Pence. 

Trump frequently touts the 
strength of the U.S. military at 
his political rallies, having signed 
off on a $716 billion budget for the 
Pentagon this year that included 
the largest base budget in adjusted 
terms since World War H. 

For most of Trump’s tenure, a 
trip to Iraq or Afghanistan would 
have carried real security chal¬ 
lenges and political complications, 
U.S. officials said. 

Still, if the president wanted to 
visit American troops deployed to 
one of the countries, U.S. military 
officials would find a way to orga¬ 
nize the trip as they have done in 
the past, according to officials fa¬ 
miliar with the matter. 

Hertling said he remembered a 
visit by the late Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., to Iraq in the worst days 
of the conflict, and McCain want¬ 
ed to go to Mosul despite heavy 
fighting. The military blanched. 

“We wanted to take him any¬ 
where but Mosul,” Hertling said. 
“He found out about it and wanted 
to go there. So we went.” 


The troops in the field need to know their efforts are not 
being wasted. It shows the government and the people have 
their back. ^ 

Mark Hertling 

retired three-star general 
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General wants to 
start redeploying 
border troops 



Gregory Bull/AP 


U.S. Border Patrol agents and members of the military pass concertina wire during a tour of the San 
Ysidro port of entry in San Diego on Friday. 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
general in charge of the Trump 
administration’s controversial 
border mission is interested in 
beginning to redeploy some of the 
U.S. troops who were dispatched 
several weeks ago to assist Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protection, U.S. 
military officials said Monday. 

The shift would come as the 
military seeks to adjust to reali¬ 
ties on the ground, where soldiers 
have spent days stringing miles 
of barbed concertina wire and 
some have said that they spent 
days waiting for assignments. 

They were sent to the border 
in the days leading up to the Nov. 
6 midterm election as President 
Donald Trump said he wanted 
to stop an “invasion” of migrants 
who were traveling north in a 
caravan from Central America. 

Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Buchanan said 
in an interview with Politico on 
Monday that he would likely focus 


Tijuana 
arrests 34 
caravan 
migrants 

Associated Press 

TIJUANA, Mexico — Officials 
in the Mexican border city of Ti¬ 
juana said they have arrested 34 
members of the caravan of Cen¬ 
tral American migrants for minor 
offenses and turned them over for 
deportation. 

A Tijuana city statement late 
Monday said the 34 — appar¬ 
ently all men — were arrested for 
drug possession, public intoxica¬ 
tion, disturbing the peace and 
resisting police, and added they 
would be deported to their home 
countries. The main caravan has 
between 4,000 and 6,000 partici¬ 
pants, so those arrested represent 
less than 1 percent of the total. 

Tijuana Mayor Juan Manuel 
Gastelum has made a point of 
saying the city is not comfort¬ 
able with the caravan that began 
arriving last week, and he com¬ 
pared the Central American 
group unfavorably with about 
3,000 Haitians who ended up in 
this city bordering San Diego on 
a failed bid to reach the United 
States last year. 

“The Haitians arrived with 
their papers, with a clear vision,” 


first on redeploying some soldiers 
focused on logistics. They com¬ 
prise the m^ority of the border 
force, and have focused both on 
installing concertina and other 
barriers to slow down any rush of 
migrants and building temporary 
camps in which U.S. soldiers can 
live nearby. 

U.S. military officials, speak¬ 
ing on the condition of anonymity 
due to the sensitivity of the sub¬ 
ject, confirmed the comment is 
accurate. 

“Now that things are set down 
here, we don’t need as many 
troops to actually build base 
camps and things like that, be¬ 
cause the base camps are built,” 
said Buchanan, who has head¬ 
quarters in San Antonio. 

Critics of the operation, includ¬ 
ing some retired generals, have 
decried the effort as a cynical 
attempt by the president to rally 
his conservative base to vote. 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
and other defense officials have 


Gastelum said in an interview 
posted on the city’s Facebook 
page. They came “in an orderly 
way, they never asked us for food 
or shelter,” renting apartments 
and making their own food. He 
said the Haitians found jobs and 
“inserted themselves in the city’s 
economy” and had not been in¬ 
volved in any disturbances. 

The caravan of Central Ameri¬ 
cans, he said “had arrived all of 
sudden, with a lot of people — not 
all... but a lot — were aggressive 
and cocky.” 

Trump administration offi¬ 
cials, who have portrayed the 
migrant caravans as a threat to 
the United States, have said there 


defended it as legal, with Mattis 
saying that in the military, “we 
don’t do stunts.” 

It’s unclear how quickly the 
troops will begin returning home 
and whether any could be reas¬ 
signed from Texas or Arizona to 
California following a recent de¬ 
cision by members of the caravan 
to turn west and head to Tijuana, 
Mexico, just south of San Diego. 
The migrants began arriving in 
Tijuana last week. 


Rodrigo Abd/AP 


were as many as 500 criminals 
in the groups heading north, but 
they haven’t said what the crimes 
were and said they could not re¬ 
veal the source of the number 
because they were protecting in¬ 
telligence sources. 

Some of the largely Honduran 
migrant were frightened over the 
weekend when about 500 people 
in an affluent district of Tijuana 
staged angry protests against the 
caravan. 

Dozens of the more radical 
protesters then marched to an 
outdoor sports complex near 
downtown where 2,500 migrants 
are staying, sleeping on dirt fields 
and under bleachers. 


Presently, there are about 5,800 
servicemembers deployed to the 
border for the mission, includ¬ 
ing about 2,800 in Texas, 1,500 in 
California and 1,500 in Arizona. 
Buchanan said that the number 
of servicemembers involved in 
the mission should fall quickly as 
soldiers finish their work. Politico 
reported. 

U.S. military officials have 
said repeatedly that they expect 
the entire mission to conclude by 


By Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — A federal judge 
barred the Trump administra¬ 
tion from refusing asylum to im¬ 
migrants who cross the southern 
border illegally. 

President Donald Trump is¬ 
sued a proclamation on Nov. 9 
that said anyone who crossed the 
southern border between official 
ports of entry would be ineligible 
for asylum. As the first of several 
caravans of migrants have start¬ 
ed arriving at the US.-Mexico 
border. Trump said an asylum 
ban was necessary to stop what 
he’s attacked as a national secu¬ 
rity threat. 

But in his ruling Monday, U.S. 
District Judge Jon Tigar agreed 
with legal groups that imme¬ 
diately sued, arguing that U.S. 
immigration law clearly allows 
someone to seek asylum even if 
they enter the country between 
official ports of entry. 

“Whatever the scope of the 
President’s authority, he may not 
rewrite the immigration laws to 
impose a condition that Congress 
has expressly forbidden,” said 
Tigar, a nominee of former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security did not immediately 
comment on the ruling, which will 
remain in effect for one month 


Dec. 15, with the caveat that cir¬ 
cumstances could change. 

Among the questions that 
soldiers have asked during the 
deployment is whether they 
themselves will be directed to 
eventually take down the miles of 
concertina wire they installed. 

On Nov. 14, Mattis told a soldier 
who asked that question that the 
mission so far was to install the 
barriers, and “we’ll let you know” 
what the ultimate plan is. 


barring an appeal. In issuing the 
ban. Trump used the same pow¬ 
ers he used last year to impose a 
travel ban that was ultimately up¬ 
held by the Supreme Court. 

If enforced, the ban would 
potentially make it harder for 
thousands of people to avoid 
deportation. 

The DHS estimates around 
70,000 people a year claim asylum 
between official ports of entry. 
But Tigar’s ruling notes that fed¬ 
eral law says someone may seek 
asylum if they have arrived in the 
United States, “whether or not at 
a designated port of arrival.” 

As of Monday, 107 people de¬ 
tained between official crossings 
have sought asylum since Trump’s 
order went into effect, according 
to the DHS, which oversees Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protection. 

Officials didn’t say whether 
those people’s cases were still 
progressing through other, more 
difficult avenues left to them after 
the proclamation. 

The DHS has said it wants asy¬ 
lum-seekers at the southern bor¬ 
der to appear at an official border 
crossing. 

But many border crossings 
such as San Ysidro already have 
long wait times. People are often 
forced to wait in shelters or out¬ 
door camps on the Mexican side, 
sometimes for weeks. 



Central American migrants, part of the caravan trying to reach 
the United States, continue their journey as they prepare to leave 
Mexicali, Mexico, on Tuesday. 
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Navy chief: US must meet 
Russia's challenge in Europe 



A United Nations Command honor guard carries Korean War remains 
at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul, South Korea, on Tuesday. 

Remains of US soldier 
killed in Korean War 
honored by military 



Scott WYLANo/Stars and Stripes 


Chief of Naval Operations Adm.John Richardson emphasized the 
Navy’s role in safeguarding Europe in the face of a resurgent Russia 
on Tuesday in Naples, Italy. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

YONGSAN GARRISON, South 
Korea — The remains of an 
American soldier killed in the 
1950-53 Korean War were hon¬ 
ored at a solemn ceremony Tues¬ 
day, with the top U.S. commander 
in South Korea stressing the need 
to continue efforts to bring home 
all those who remain missing. 

The soldier was believed to 
have been a member of the 7th 
Infantry Division, 32nd Infantry 
Regiment, medical company who 
was killed in a 1951 battle in an 
area northeast of Seoul, accord¬ 
ing to the U.S.-led United Nations 
Command. The remains, which 
were found in South Korea, will 
be sent to a military forensics 
laboratory in Hawaii for more 
specific identification. 

The casket containing the re¬ 
mains was draped with the blue 
United Nations flag to symbolize 
the command that oversaw the 
multi-nation war, which ended in 
an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. An honor guard stood 
at attention on a gravel field on 
Yongsan Garrison in Seoul while 
a three-volley gun salute sound¬ 
ed, followed by the playing of 
taps. The transfer case was then 
loaded into a black hearse, which 
slowly drove off the field. 

Gen. Robert Abrams, who leads 
UN. Command and U.S. Forces 
Korea, said it is the military’s 
“solemn obligation” to recover 
troops lost in battle. 

“With each repatriation we 
close the gap and come one step 
closer to fulfilling our vow to 
leave no one behind,” he said at 
the ceremony. “Let us never for¬ 
get them, let us always set aside 
the time and space to honor them, 
let us never rest until they all 
come home.” 

The remains were found by the 
South Korean military in Octo¬ 
ber on a hill in Yanggu, near the 
border with North Korea. They 
were determined to be American 
after analysis by scientists at the 


South Korean military’s agency 
for remains recovery known as 
MAKRI. 

The Defense POW/MIA Ac¬ 
counting Agency’s lab will con¬ 
duct dental and DNA analysis 
along with other methodologies to 
determine the soldier’s identity. 

Some 7,675 Americans remain 
unaccounted for since the war, 
with an estimated 5,300 believed 
to be on the North Korean side. 
More than 133,000 South Kore¬ 
ans are still missing from the 
conflict, according to the defense 
ministry. 

Diplomatic engagement with 
North Korea over its nuclear 
weapons program this year has 
given a boost to efforts to recover 
the missing. 

The South Korean military an¬ 
nounced Monday that it has found 
nine sets of remains of war dead, 
including a rare, relatively intact 
skeleton, while sweeping for land 
mines inside the heavily fortified 
border that divides the peninsula. 
The remains have yet to be iden¬ 
tified, but US., French, South 
Korean and Chinese troops were 
involved in fierce fighting in the 
area during the war. 

North Korea also returned 55 
cases said to contain the remains 
of American servicemembers in 
July as part of an agreement be¬ 
tween leader Kim Jong Un and 
President Donald Trump dur¬ 
ing their unprecedented sum¬ 
mit in Singapore. It was the first 
such repatriation in more than a 
decade. 

The United States is pressing 
for the return of more remains 
the communist state may already 
have as well as the resumption 
of joint searches in the coun¬ 
try, which stalled amid growing 
tensions. 

“Talks are ongoing,” Lt. Col. Ir¬ 
ving Cross, a DPAA official, told 
reporters following the repatria¬ 
tion ceremony. “No hard dates 
have been set yet, but we continue 
to negotiate.” 

gamel.kim(i>stripes.com 

Twitter: (akimgamel 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — A strong U.S. 
naval force is vital in keeping 
Europe secure as Russia grows 
more active in waters throughout 
the theater, the Navy’s top officer 
said Tuesday. 

A resurgent Russia is “chal¬ 
lenging a lot of the system of rules 
and norms that have existed here 
in Europe and around the world 
for so long,” Chief of Naval Op¬ 
erations Adm. John Richardson 
said after an all hands meeting 
with sailors at the Navy’s base in 
Naples. “So it is very important 
that as this dynamic emerges that 
we learn and respond to that as a 
nation.” 

The Navy’s 6th Fleet is key to 
strengthening security in this 
part of the world, Richardson 
added. 

“We are entering a maritime 
era,” Richardson said. “The re¬ 
sponsibilities for naval forces 

— the United States Navy and 
navies of our allies and partners 

— has never been greater.” 

He praised the naval forces in 
Europe, saying they are doing 
“cutting-edge work” with dynam¬ 
ic force employment, the revived 
tactic of deploying in less predict¬ 
able patterns. 

Russia has been increasing 
its naval presence in the Medi¬ 
terranean in the past two years 
in response to the war in Syria, 
where Moscow has deployed air 
and ground forces in support of 
President Bashar Assad. In Sep¬ 
tember, Russia’s Mediterranean 
squadron conducted its largest 
exercise since the end of the Cold 
War off the Syrian coast. 

Both Richardson and Mas¬ 
ter Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy Russell Smith held a ques- 
tion-and-answer session with 
sailors, several of whom asked 
about personnel matters, such as 
promotions. 


Associated Press 

CLOVIS, N.M. — An eastern 
New Mexico dairy has lost tens 
of thousands of gallons of milk 
daily since the U.S. Air Force an¬ 
nounced that water in the area 
was contaminated with chemi¬ 
cals associated with past military 
firefighting activities. 

Manager Ryan Schaap told the 
Eastern New Mexico News that 
the cows at Highland Dairy need 
to be milked but nobody will buy 
their wares, imperiling the dairy 
and its 40 employees. 

Chemicals associated with fire¬ 
fighting foam once used at Can¬ 
non Air Force Base near Clovis 
have been detected in groundwa¬ 
ter on and near the military in¬ 
stallation, prompting requests by 
state officials for more tests and a 


Richardson talked about how 
the Navy is overhauling perfor¬ 
mance evaluations to give sailors 
a clearer idea of how to do their 
jobs better. 

“You are the primary audience 
of your evaluations,” he said. 
“It’s not a promotion board or a 
screening board.” 

More emphasis will be put 
on character, Richardson said, 
rather than just competence, es¬ 
pecially for those in leadership 
positions. 

The Navy also is having suc¬ 
cess in recruiting and retaining 
high-quality sailors despite fierce 
competition for talent in the pri¬ 
vate sector, Richardson said. 
That makes the Navy a “growing 
business” at the right time, when 
demand for personnel to defend 
against adversaries is growing, 
he said. 

The Navy exceeded by 18 its 


study to determine the extent of 
the toxic plume. 

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub¬ 
stances, or PFAS, have been de¬ 
tected in some off-base wells. 
Sampling by the Air Force shows 
contamination beyond the base 
ranges from less than half of the 
federal advisory level to more 
than 20 times the level. 

The Air Force is making bottled 
water available for drinking and 
cooking for residents who rely on 
wells that exceed the health advi¬ 
sory level set by the U.S. Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

Schaap’s business is among 
those affected. He said water at 
the dairy and farm were found 
to be 35 and 200 times the EPA 
limit, respectively. Water at his 
parents’ home tested 10 times the 
limit. 


recruiting goal of 39,000 sailors 
during fiscal year 2018, the De¬ 
fense Department said last week. 

One sailor asked how America 
can strengthen bonds with al¬ 
lies as adversaries vie for their 
allegiance. 

Richardson replied there are 
competing forces with radically 
different ideas about how the 
world should look — more con¬ 
trolling, disruptive, corrupt. The 
way to beat them is to be vocal 
about what America stands for, 
he said. 

“If you think about a nation’s 
responsibility to make a fair and 
just and prosperous environment 
for citizens, this is what we want 
to advocate for,” Richardson said. 
“We are not the perfect guys, but 
we are the good guys.” 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


A scientist with the New Mex¬ 
ico Environment Department 
explained at a recent town hall in 
Clovis that the chemicals can ac¬ 
cumulate, making their way from 
water into crops, livestock and 
other products. A standard for 
those chemicals’ hazards in food 
and animals hasn’t been estab¬ 
lished in the same way it has for 
drinking water, and officials have 
said more research is needed. 

The state Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment has requested that the Food 
and Drug Administration estab¬ 
lish a standard for addressing the 
chemicals’ concentrations in milk 
or other foods. 

Military officials told The 
News that their hands were tied 
until then, in the way of offering 
compensation for contamination 
to crops, cows or other food. 


Dairy concerned about USAF contamination 
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Trump: No more 
US actions over 
writer's slaying 


By Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday the 
U.S. will not punish Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman at 
this time or cut arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia for the killing of U.S.-based 
columnist Jamal Khashoggi. 

Trump called the killing of 
Khashoggi inside the Saudi Consul¬ 
ate in Istanbul a “horrible crime” 
that the U.S. does not condone, but 
said Saudi Arabia is a “great ally” 
and canceling billions in arms 
sales would only benefit China and 
Russia, which would be glad to step 
in and make the sales. 

Trump’s decision, announced 
in a statement released just before 
he left for the long Thanksgiving 
weekend in Florida, will disap¬ 
point and anger critics who have 
called for a much firmer rebuke 
to the kingdom and especially bin 
Salman. 

U.S. intelligence officials have 
concluded that bin Salman, the 
kingdom’s de factor leader, or¬ 
dered the Oct. 2 killing, accord¬ 
ing to a U.S. official familiar with 
the assessment. Others familiar 
with the case caution that while it’s 
likely that the crown prince had a 
role in the death there continue to 
be questions about the degree to 
which he was involved. 

The U.S. earlier sanctioned 17 
Saudi officials suspected of being 
responsible for or complicit in the 
killing, but members of Congress 
have called for harsher actions. 

Trump said Tuesday in his state¬ 
ment that the king of Saudi Arabia 
and the crown prince “vigorously 
deny” any knowledge of the plan¬ 
ning or execution of the murder of 
Khashoggi. 

“Our intelligence agencies con¬ 
tinue to assess all information, but 
it could very well be that the crown 
prince had knowledge of this tragic 
event — maybe he did and maybe 
he didn’t!” Trump said. 

“That being said, we may never 
know all of the facts surrounding 
the murder of Mr. Jamal Khashog¬ 
gi. In any case, our relationship is 
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
They have been a great ally in our 


very important fight against Iran.” 

He said the United States in¬ 
tends to remain a steadfast partner 
of Saudi Arabia to ensure the inter¬ 
ests of the United States. “America 
First!” he wrote. 

Trump said he knows some 
members of Congress will dis¬ 
agree with his decision. He said he 
would listen to their ideas but only 
if they are focused on U.S. national 
security. 

Latelastweek, abipartisan group 
of senators introduced legislation 
that calls for suspending weapons 
sales to Saudi Arabia; sanctions 
on people who block humanitar¬ 
ian access in Yemen or support 
the Houthi rebels; and mandatory 
sanctions on those responsible for 
Khashoggi’s death. 

France’s top diplomat said Mon¬ 
day that his country was mulling 
sanctions against Saudi Arabia. 
And Germany on Monday an¬ 
nounced that it has banned 18 
Saudi nationals from entering 
Europe’s border-free Schengen 
zone because of their suspected 
connections to the killing. German 
officials, who earlier banned new 
weapons exports to Riyadh, also 
said they were halting previously 
approved arms exports. 

Some foreign policy experts 
have not only recommended tough¬ 
er punitive measures against Saudi 
Arabia but have advocated for a 
complete reset on relations with 
Riyadh. 

Emile Nakhleh, a former mem¬ 
ber of CIA’s senior intelligence 
service, said that since the crown 
prince assumed power three years 
ago, he has turned his country into 
a “strongman autocracy” that can’t 
be trusted. 

“His ruthless power grab, re¬ 
pression of potential challengers 
within his family, and crackdown 
on all opposition to his policies and 
projects inside and outside of Saudi 
Arabia have put American-Saudi 
relations at risk,” Nakhleh wrote 
in an op-ed article Monday in the 
online intelligence newsletter The 
Cipher Brief “He feels empowered 
to crush his potential rivals within 
the ruling family by his close rela¬ 
tionship to President Trump and 
Jared Kushner.” 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


The White House Christmas Tree, presented to President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump 
by the Smith family, of the Mountain Top Fraser Fir farm in Newland, N.C., arrives Monday on a horse- 
drawn carriage on the North Lawn driveway of the White House. 


Christmas is in the air as tree 
delivered to the White House 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As strains of “O Christmas 
Tree” wafted through the cool air. President Donald 
Trump and first lady Melania Trump on Monday 
accepted the official White House Christmas tree 
that will go on display in the Blue Room and anchor 
the holiday season at the executive mansion. 

The 19y2-foot-tall Fraser fir was cut from a farm 
owned by Larry Smith, of Newland, N.C., and deliv¬ 
ered to the front door of the White House on a green 
wagon hitched to a pair of horses. A sign on the 
wagon said “White House Christmas Tree 2018.” 

Holding hands, the Trumps spent about a minute 
walking around the wagon and inspecting the tree, 
with the president nodding in apparent approval at 
one point and patting the rear end of one of the hors¬ 
es at another point. 

Trump made no public comments. He and the 
first lady greeted Smith before they went back in¬ 
side the White House. 

The fir will go up in the Blue Room, where every 
year it becomes the centerpiece of Christmas at the 
White House. A massive chandelier that hangs in 
the oval-shaped room is removed to accommodate 
the tree, which is trimmed slightly and anchored to 
the ceiling. 

The tree’s arrival ushers in a month of holiday fes¬ 
tivities at the White House and its environs. 

On Tuesday, Trump planned to participate in 
another seasonal rite: pardoning the National 
Thanksgiving Turkey. A pair of birds named Peas 
and Carrots are the candidates for this year’s act of 
presidential mercy. Trump is also expected to help 
light the National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse 
later this month. 

After the pardons, the first family will head to 
Florida to keep their tradition of spending Thanks¬ 


giving at Trump’s estate in Palm Beach. 

While the family is away, an army of volunteer 
decorators, florists and others from across the 
country will work throughout the holiday weekend 
to transform the 132-room mansion for Christmas. 

White House kitchens will go into overdrive pre¬ 
paring the food and desserts that will be gobbled up 
at dozens of parties and receptions the Trumps will 
host in December before they head back to Florida 
to celebrate Christmas and ring in the New Year. 

Melania Trump is expected to unveil the holiday 
decor after the family returns from Thanksgiving 
in Florida. 

Christmas planning at the White House is a 
monthslong process. 

In July, Melania Trump tweeted a photo of herself 
and a designer in the White House Map Room as 
they looked over holiday concepts. 

“Planning is underway for this year’s #Christmas 
at the @WhiteHouse!” she wrote. “There is still a lot 
of work to be done, but I hope everyone will enjoy 
our final holiday vision for the People’s House.” 

Her theme last year was “Time-Honored Tradi¬ 
tions,” a nod to 200 years of holiday celebrations at 
the executive mansion. 

Smith’s farm. Mountain Top Fraser Fir, provided 
the tree to the White House after winning the Na¬ 
tional Christmas Tree Association’s annual contest. 

The White House grounds superintendent and the 
chief usher picked the fir during a September trip to 
Smith’s farm, making the Trumps’ inspection and 
approval of the tree a formality. 

The president’s appearance was unusual. The an¬ 
nual tree delivery traditionally has been an event 
for White House staff or the first lady. The White 
House Historical Association said Monday it could 
find no evidence of a president ever joining the first 
lady to accept the tree. 


Report: Ivanka Trump used personal email for work issues 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ivanka Trump, the 
president’s daughter and a top White House 
adviser, sent hundreds of emails about gov¬ 
ernment business from a personal email 
account last year. The Washington Post re¬ 
ported Monday. 

The emails were sent to White House 
aides. Cabinet members and Trump’s as¬ 
sistants, many in violation of public records 
rules, the paper said. President Donald 


Trump mercilessly criticized his 2016 Dem¬ 
ocratic rival, Hillary Clinton, for using a 
private email server during her time as sec¬ 
retary of state, labeling her “Crooked Hill¬ 
ary” and saying she belonged in jail. 

The White House did not immediately re¬ 
spond to questions about the email use, but 
a spokesman for Ivanka Trump’s lawyer, 
Abbe Lowell, didn’t dispute the report. 

“While transitioning into government... 
Ms. Trump sometimes used her private 


account, almost always for logistics and 
scheduling concerning her family,” said the 
spokesman, Peter Mirijanian. Mirijanian 
stressed that no classified information was 
transmitted, no emails were deleted and the 
emails have since been “retained” in con¬ 
formity with records laws. 

The discovery was prompted by public 
records requests from the liberal watchdog 
group American Oversight. The group’s 
executive director, Austin Evers, said in a 


statement that “The president’s family is not 
above the law,” and he called on Congress to 
investigate. 

“For more than two years. President 
Trump and senior leaders in Congress have 
made it very clear that they view the use of 
personal email servers for government busi¬ 
ness to be a serious offense that demands 
investigation and even prosecution, and we 
expect the same standard will be applied in 
this case,” he said. 











Wednesday, November 21,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


Gunman kills 3 at Chicago hospital, dies 



Armando L. Sanchez, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Police and firefighters salute as an ambulance arrives at the medical examiner’s office carrying the body 
of Chicago Police Department Officer Samuel Jimenez, who was killed Monday during a shooting. 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — A gunman re¬ 
peatedly shot an emergency 
room doctor outside a Chicago 
hospital, including after she fell 
to the ground, before he ran into 
the building and fatally shot a 
responding police officer and a 
pharmacy worker as she walked 
out of an elevator, according to 
witnesses and investigators. 

The attacker, Juan Lopez, also 
died during the shooting Monday 
at Mercy Hospital on the city’s 
South Side, but it was unclear if 
he took his own life or was killed 
by police, Chicago Police Super¬ 
intendent Eddie Johnson said late 
Monday outside another hospital, 
just minutes after leaving the 
slain officer’s family. 

“This officer, all of those of¬ 
ficers are heroes. They saved a 
lot of lives because we just don’t 
know how much damage he was 
prepared to do,” Johnson said. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, fight¬ 
ing back tears, said the victims 
were “all going about their day, 
all doing what they loved.” He 
added: “This just tears at the soul 
of our city. It is the face and a con¬ 
sequence of evil.” 

The hospital identified the 
slain staff members as Tamara 
O’Neal, 38, an emergency room 
physician who never worked on 
Sunday because of her religious 
faith, and Dayna Less, 25, a first- 


year pharmacy resident who had 
recently graduated from Purdue 
University. 

The slain officer was identi¬ 
fied as Samuel Jimenez, 28, who 
joined the department in 2017 
and had recently completed his 
probationary period, Johnson 
said. Police said he was married 
and the father of three children. 

Police spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi described the shoot¬ 
ing as a “domestic-related active 
shooter incident,” but he provided 
no details about the relationship 
between the gunman and the slain 
doctor. Lopez, 32, and O’Neal 
had been arguing in the hospital 
parking lot just before the shoot¬ 
ing. When one of O’Neal’s friends 
tried to intervene, “the offender 
lifted up his shirt and displayed a 
handgun,” Johnson said. 

The friend ran into the hospital 
to call for help, and the gunfire 
began seconds later. After O’Neal 
fell to the ground, Lopez “stood 
over her and shot her three more 
times,” a witness named James 
Gray told reporters. 

When officers arrived, the sus¬ 
pect fired at their squad car, then 
ran inside the hospital. The police 
gave chase. Inside the medical 
center, Lopez exchanged fire with 
officers and “shot a poor woman 
who just came off the elevator” 
before he was killed, Johnson 
said, referring to Less, the phar¬ 
maceutical assistant. 


Jennifer Eldridge was work¬ 
ing in a hospital pharmacy when 
she heard three or four shots that 
seemed to come from outside. 
Within seconds, she barricad¬ 
ed the door, as called for in the 
building’s active shooter drills. 


Then there were six or seven 
more shots that sounded much 
closer, just outside the door. 

The door jiggled, which El¬ 
dridge believed was the shooter 
trying to get in. Some 15 min¬ 
utes later, she estimated, a SWAT 


team officer knocked at the door, 
came inside and led her away. She 
looked down and saw blood on the 
floor but no bodies. 

“It may have been 15 minutes, 
but it seemed like an eternity,” 
she said. 


In court, Watts quiet on why Disease in camps, rain drive Calif, 
he killed his Wife, daughters wildfire evacnees’ search for shelter 


Associated Press 

GREELEY, Colo. — Chris¬ 
topher Watts cried, shook and 
stared into his lap as a judge told 
him he would spend the rest of his 
life in prison for the murders of 
his pregnant wife and their two 
young daughters. 

But he spoke only once at his 
sentencing hearing and that was 
to decline the opportunity to give 
a statement and perhaps answer 
the question gnawing at his rela¬ 
tives, his suburban Denver neigh¬ 
bors, and others: Why? 

“How could a seemingly nor¬ 
mal husband and father annihi¬ 
late his entire family? For what?” 
District Attorney Michael Rourke 
said during the hearing Monday. 
“These are the questions that only 
one individual in this courtroom 
— or on this planet — knows the 
answers to.” 

The court proceeding revealed 
a wealth of evidence prosecutors 
planned to use against Watts if 
the case went to trial. But with 
no insight from Watts, prosecu¬ 
tors said they could only guess 
that the murders were intended 
to give him a “fresh start” with a 
new girlfriend. 

With the approval of Shanann 
Watts’ family, prosecutors agreed 
not to seek the death penalty in 
exchange for a guilty plea that 
would require Watts, 33, to serve 
life in prison with no chance at 
parole. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


District Attorney Michael Rourke 
reacts to a question Monday 
in Greeley, Colo., after the 
sentencing of Christopher Watts 
to life in prison without parole 
for the killings of his pregnant 
wife and their two daughters. 

After strangling his wife with 
his hands and smothering Bella, 4, 
and Celeste, 3, last August, Watts 
loaded their bodies into his truck. 
GPS data showed that he drove to 
a rural oil work site owned by his 
employer, Rourke said. 

He spent a normal day at 
work and frequently texted his 
girlfriend, even as police began 
investigating his family’s disap¬ 
pearance. He made calls to a real 
estate agent about selling the fam¬ 
ily home and told the girls’ school 
that they would not enroll that fall 
as planned. 

Within days, he was charged 
with killing his family. 


The Washington Post 

YUBA CITY, Calif — The 
main exhibit hall at the Yuba-Sut- 
ter Fairgrounds here has become 
the home of last resort for 68 peo¬ 
ple who fled the fires that swept 
through a broad swath of forest 
and hill towns nearby. 

And some days, an ambulance 
shows up. A team of paramedics, 
wearing protective masks and 
disposable yellow plastic aprons, 
wheeled a sick man out of the ex¬ 
hibit hall Monday on a stretcher, 
another victim of the bitter reper¬ 
cussions of mass displacement 
that the Camp Fire has created. 

The outbreak of vomiting and 
diarrhea has carried on for days. 

“On average, about one a day 
goes to the hospital,” said Bob 
Christensen, 77, smoking a ciga¬ 
rette outside the exhibit hall and 
watching a cleanup crew with 
mops and buckets begin wiping 
down the metal door handles with 
a powerful chemical disinfectant. 

Ethia Carter, who arrived with 
the Red Cross from southern 
Florida, is on her second day run¬ 
ning the facility after her prede¬ 
cessor got sick. 

“We have four in isolation,” she 
said, indicating an infirmary set 
up behind blue curtains on one 
side of the yawning hall, stacked 
with bottles of fresh water and 
other supplies. 

The most devastating fire in 
California history began in the 
Sierra foothills in the morning 


hours of Nov. 8, prompting a hec¬ 
tic evacuation that has left at least 
52,000 people in hotels, relatives’ 
homes, parking lots and make¬ 
shift shelters such as this one in 
Yuba City. 

More than 10 days later, those 
temporary accommodations are 
being overwhelmed by over¬ 
crowding and disease. As heavy 
rain moves into the area for the 
first time since the fire began, 
those living in tents face the 
threat of flooding, too. 

More than 120 people have 
been taken to hospitals in recent 
days with stomach ailments that 
resemble the symptoms of the 
norovirus, a highly contagious 
infection. The symptoms include 
severe vomiting and diarrhea 
and, like many such infections, 
fall hardest on children. 

Casey Hatcher, a Butte County, 
Calif, spokeswoman, said state 
and local authorities are try¬ 
ing to respond to the scale of the 
displacement. 

“People keep using the word 
unprecedented, and I keep look¬ 
ing for a different word, but I can’t 
find one because it works so well,” 
Hatcher said. “We have an entire 
community that is displaced.” 

Emergency officials say 77 
people are confirmed dead, and 
just under 1,000 are listed as 
unaccounted for, though that list 
might include duplicate names 
and people who have since been 
found by relatives. 


Four of the six emergency 
evacuation shelters are full, as 
those who have been camping 
outside in subfreezing nights 
begin to look for indoor shelter 
with rain in the forecast. Church 
and superstore parking lots have 
become tent cities, with portable 
toilets, hand-washing stations 
and Salvation Army food trucks 
helping to sustain them. 

“Now, the goal is to get people 
off the streets and out of their 
cars while we identify where they 
are going to live,” Hatcher said. 

The Walmart parking lot in 
Chico, Calif, where scores of fam¬ 
ilies have been living in tents, has 
begun to clear out amid forecasts 
of rain and rumors that services 
the retailer has been providing to 
evacuees — including toilets and 
hand-washing stations — will be 
pulled soon. 

Walmart spokeswoman Tiffa¬ 
ny Wilson said the company will 
continue to provide services but 
added, “We realize our parking 
lots are not viable alternatives to 
longer-term temporary housing.” 

The options are limited for 
those living in the makeshift shel¬ 
ters and will be for some time. 
Nearly 12,000 homes have been 
destroyed. The result is that tens 
of thousands of Californians are 
facing months, if not longer, with¬ 
out permanent housing options in 
a region that borders some of the 
most expensive in the nation. 










Page 12 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, November 21,2018 


NATION 


GOP prevails in tough Fla. votes 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Florida Gov. Rick Scott is one of many Republicans in Florida who came out on the winning side after the 
midterm elections even though Democrats thought this was going to be their year in the state. 



Rep. John Delaney, D-Md. 


Democrats 
line up for 
2020 race to 
White House 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — An¬ 
drew Turner was driving Iowa’s 
Democratic candidate for state 
auditor back to Des Moines last 
month when a potential presiden¬ 
tial contender called to make an 
introduction. It was one of many 
such overtures the 23-year-old has 
fielded. 

“I’m hearing from them,” said 
Turner, who managed Rob Sand’s 
winning campaign for auditor. 
“They’ve been pretty respectful, 
congratulating me, but saying we’d 
love to talk to you more.” 

The 2018 midterms are barely 
history, but the next campaign is 
already in full swing in Iowa, home 
to the first caucus of the 2020 Dem¬ 
ocratic presidential nominating 
campaign. In the two weeks since 
the election, potential White House 
contenders have intensified their 
effort to recruit operatives who 
could help them navigate an Iowa 
campaign. 

In a state that hasn’t had a wide- 
open campaign in more than a de¬ 
cade, recent Iowa success is a hot 
commodity. The competition is 
shaping up to be especially fierce 
because the field could include as 
many as two dozen candidates. 

“There are going to be so many 
candidates, the Iowa staff primary 
is more important this cycle than 
perhaps any other cycle on the 
Democratic side,” said Jennifer 
Palmieri, a former top aide to Hill¬ 
ary Clinton’s 2016 campaign. 

The outreach ranges from 
friendly encouragement to all-out 
wooing. 

Sen. Cory Booker, of New Jersey, 
has been especially aggressive in 
reaching out to potential staffers, 
according to multiple people who 
have spoken to him. That is in keep¬ 
ing with other early moves that sug¬ 
gest he would make a strong play in 
Iowa should he launch a campaign. 

Sen. Kamala Harris, of Cali¬ 
fornia, and former Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick also have been 
in touch with top potential staffers 
and party organizers. 

Lesser-known Maryland Rep. 
John Delaney, who is banking on a 
strong Iowa finish to vault him into 
contention, already has 10 staff 
members in Iowa, with plans to 
have 30 scattered across eight field 
offices by January. 

Meanwhile, other emerging 
Democrats are just starting to 
make Iowa contacts. 


By Gary Fineout 

Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — This 
was the year Florida’s Democrats 
spoke ambitiously of ending their 
20-year journey in political exile 
in this battleground state. Instead, 
election results after a tense and 
bruising recount showed Repub¬ 
licans coming out on top for gov¬ 
ernor and even picking up a U.S. 
Senate seat. 

After a recount dragged on for 
nearly two weeks, top Democrat¬ 
ic candidates in the state came 
agonizingly close but fell short of 
their avowed goal. 

Democratic candidate for gov¬ 
ernor Andrew Gillum conceded 
Saturday, followed by three-term 
incumbent U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson 
a day later. More than 8 million 
voters weighed in — a far higher 
turnout than in past midterm 
elections — but the result was the 
same for Democrats. 

When official returns were 
posted Sunday, Republican Gov. 
Rick Scott led Nelson in the Sen¬ 
ate race by slightly more than 
10,000 votes. Republican Ron De¬ 
Santis edged out Gillum, Florida’s 
first black nominee for governor, 
by more than 32,000 votes. State 
officials were to certify the offi¬ 
cial results Tuesday. 

The close of nearly two weeks of 
high political drama in the presi¬ 
dential swing state likely spelled 
the end of the political career of 
Nelson, 76. First elected to Con¬ 
gress 40 years ago. Nelson had 
been a Democratic survivor in 
an era when Republicans swept 
to power in Florida in the ’90s. 
He was first elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 2000 and was seeking a 
fourth term. 

“It has been a rewarding jour¬ 
ney as well as a very humbling 
experience,” Nelson said in a vid¬ 
eotaped statement. “I was not vic¬ 
torious in this race but I still wish 


to strongly reaffirm the cause for 
which we fought: A public office 
is a public trust.” 

The political journey, howev¬ 
er, appears to still be unfolding 
for Gillum, who ran on a liberal 
platform that included expand¬ 
ing Medicaid and raising taxes to 
spend more on education — both 
potential hard sells in the GOP- 
controlled Legislature. 

In his concession video, Gillum 
told supporters to “stay tuned” 
about his next move. 

In an interview on Fox & 
Friends on Monday morning, De¬ 
Santis called Gillum “a very for¬ 
midable opponent.” 

Now, ahead of the 2020 presi¬ 
dential election, it will be Repub¬ 
licans again in firm control in 


Florida. A Scott victory means 
Florida will now have two Repub¬ 
lican senators while padding the 
chamber’s Republican majority. 

Nelson, a Florida native with a 
distinct twang, fought a hard and 
acrimonious race against Scott, 
a multimillionaire business¬ 
man and relative newcomer who 
jumped into politics eight years 
ago and was urged to run this time 
by President Donald Trump. 

It was the third time Scott 
barely edged out a Democratic 
opponent. 

“Now the campaign truly is be¬ 
hind us, and that’s where we need 
to leave it,” Scott said in a state¬ 
ment after official results were 
posted. “We must do what Ameri¬ 
cans have always done: come to¬ 


gether for the good of our state 
and our country. My focus will 
not be on looking backward but 
on doing exactly what I ran on: 
making Washington work.” 

Scott, who was also interviewed 
by Fox & Friends on Monday 
morning, said Nelson was “gra¬ 
cious” when he called him on 
Sunday to congratulate him. 

“I told him if he has any ideas 
of how to do my job better, don’t 
hesitate to call me,” Scott said. 
“I represent everybody in my 
state.” 

While Scott and Nelson dis¬ 
agreed on such key issues as gun 
control, health care and the envi¬ 
ronment, their campaign focused 
primarily on attacking each oth¬ 
er’s character and competence. 


Democrats sue over Whitaker appointment 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Three Senate Demo¬ 
crats filed a lawsuit Monday arguing that Act¬ 
ing Attorney General Matthew Whitaker’s 
appointment is unconstitutional and asking a 
federal judge to remove him. 

The suit, filed by Sens. Richard Blumenthal, 
of Connecticut; Mazie Hirono, of Hawaii; and 
Sheldon Whitehouse, of Rhode Island, argues 
that Whitaker’s appointment violates the Con¬ 
stitution because he has not been confirmed 
by the Senate. 

Whitaker was chief of staff to Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions and was elevated to the 
top job after Sessions was ousted by President 
Donald Trump on Nov. 7. 

The Constitution’s Appointments Clause 
requires that the Senate confirm all principal 
officials before they can serve in their office. 

The Justice Department released a legal 
opinion last week that said Whitaker’s appoint¬ 
ment would not violate the clause because he 
is serving in an acting capacity. The opinion 
concluded that Whitaker, even without Senate 
confirmation, may serve in an acting capac¬ 
ity because he has been at the department for 


more than a year at a “sufficiently senior pay 
level.” 

“President Trump is denying senators our 
constitutional obligation and opportunity to 
do our job: scrutinizing the nomination of 
our nation’s top law enforcement official,” 
Blumenthal said in a statement. “The reason 
is simple: Whitaker would never pass the ad¬ 
vice and consent test. In selecting a so-called 
‘constitutional nobody’ and thwarting every 
senator’s constitutional duty. Trump leaves 
us no choice but to seek recourse through the 
courts.” 

The lawsuit comes days after a Washington 
lawyer challenged Whitaker’s appointment in 
a pending Supreme Court case dealing with 
gun rights. The attorney, Thomas Goldstein, 
asked the high court to find that Whitaker’s 
appointment is unconstitutional and replace 
him with Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein. 

The state of Maryland also made a similar 
court filing last week in a legal dispute with 
the Trump administration over the Afford¬ 
able Care Act. 

Rosenstein, the second-ranking Justice De¬ 
partment official, has been confirmed by the 


Senate and had been overseeing special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s Russia investigation. 
Whitaker is now overseeing the investigation. 

In a court filing Monday, the special coun¬ 
sel’s office said Whitaker’s appointment has 
“no effect” on a legal challenge to Mueller’s 
authority brought by an aide to former Trump 
confidant Roger Stone, Andrew Miller, who 
defied a grand jury subpoena last summer 
and was held in contempt by a judge. 

The filing came after the court asked the 
special counsel’s office and Miller’s lawyers 
to submit papers that address what, if any, ef¬ 
fect Whitaker’s appointment would have on 
the case. 

The Justice Department issued a statement 
Monday defending Whitaker’s appointment 
as “lawful” and said it comports with the Ap¬ 
pointments Clause, the Federal Vacancies Re¬ 
form Act and legal precedent. 

The Federal Vacancies Reform Act allows 
an acting official to serve in a vacant position 
for up to 210 days, though the official may con¬ 
tinue serving while a president’s nomination 
to that position is pending before the Senate. 
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New proposal could tai^et 
exports of some technology 


^If you think about the range of products this 
potentially implicates, that’s massive. ^ 

David Edelman 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


By Tony Romm 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Amazon, 
Apple, Google, IBM and their 
peers could be subject to new 
restrictions on how they export 
the technology behind voice-ac¬ 
tivated smartphones, self-driving 
cars and speedy supercomput¬ 
ers to China under a proposal 
floated Monday by the Trump 
administration. 

For the U.S. government, its 
pursuit of new regulations marks 
a heightened effort to ensure that 
emerging technologies, including 
artificial intelligence, don’t fall 
into the hands of countries or ac¬ 
tors that might pose a national se¬ 
curity threat. 

The official request for public 
comment, published in the Fed¬ 
eral Register, asks whether a long 
list of AI tools should be subject to 
stricter export control rules. The 
Trump administration’s potential 
targets include image recognition 
software, ultrafast quantum com¬ 
puters, advanced computer chips, 
self-driving cars and robots. Com¬ 
panies that make those products 
and services, for instance, might 
have to obtain licenses before 
selling them to foreign govern¬ 
ments or partnering with some 
researchers in certain countries. 

The document is only an initial 
notice of rules to come, and the 
Commerce Department, which 
is leading the effort, is still decid¬ 
ing how to proceed. But its broad 
wording, along with the White 
House’s long-running, high-stakes 
trade rift with Beijing, left some 
tech experts fearful that it could 
result in greater market barriers 
for companies doing business in 


China. They also worry that any 
rule could adversely affect U.S. 
investment and research in AI. 

“If you think about the range 
of products this potentially impli¬ 
cates, that’s massive. This is either 
the opening of a big negotiation 
with the industry and the public, 
or a bit of a cry for help in scop¬ 
ing these regulations,” said David 
Edelman, the director of the Proj¬ 
ect on Technology, the Economy, 
& National Security at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 

“We’ve seen the China trade 
war is a political football,” said 
Edelman, a former top tech aide 
to President Barack Obama, add¬ 
ing, “Surprises are not off the 
table here.” 

The Commerce Department 
explicitly said it hopes to protect 
national security without “ham¬ 
pering the ability of the U.S. com¬ 
mercial sector to keep pace with 
international advances.” The 
rules come at the request of Con¬ 
gress, which authorized them as 
part of a recently passed defense 
bill. 

A spokeswoman for the agency 
did not respond to a request seek¬ 
ing comment. Spokespeople for 
Apple, Google and IBM also did 
not respond to requests, and Ama¬ 
zon declined to comment. 

In its proposal, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration said it is focused “at 
a minimum” on countries already 


subject to a U.S. arms embargo, a 
category that includes China. The 
potential limits on AI research 
and exports reflect a growing ap¬ 
prehension with Beijing’s invest¬ 
ment in that industry. 

In December 2017, for example, 
the White House’s official Na¬ 
tional Security Strategy warned 
that “risks to U.S. national secu¬ 
rity will grow as competitors in¬ 
tegrate information derived from 
personal and commercial sources 
with intelligence collection and 
data analytic capabilities based 
on artificial intelligence and ma¬ 
chine learning.” 

What the Trump administration 
is “trying to control is the flow of 
know-how or research or develop¬ 
ment that enables” high-tech ca¬ 
pabilities, said Melissa Duffy, an 
export control expert and partner 
at the law firm Dechert LLR 

Some in the tech industry worry 
the regulations could widen an 
existing trade rift between Wash¬ 
ington and Beijing. Many execu¬ 
tives at big tech companies have 
bristled at White House-backed 
tariffs on China, fearing that 
Beijing’s retaliation could result 
in higher costs for them — or 
higher prices on components for 
their products. Others simply 
don’t want to anger Beijing, which 
controls one of the world’s largest 
markets for tech devices. 


Chase commits to $18 
minimum wage in DC 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — JPMor- 
gan Chase bank has committed 
to paying its newly hired tellers, 
bankers and branch managers 
in the Washington area a mini¬ 
mum of $18 an hour, the com¬ 
pany announced last week, part 
of a national expansion plan that 
is expected to bring hundreds of 
entry-level jobs to the area. 

JPMorgan Mid-Atlantic Re¬ 
gion Chairman Peter Scher said 
his company wants to do better 
than the District’s $13.25 mini¬ 
mum wage so it can attract the 
right people at all levels of the 
company. The company has also 
made a commitment that 40 per¬ 
cent of its entry-level workers 
should later move up within the 
firm, he said. 

“We think it’s important to pay 
people fairly,” Scher said, “and we 
think that will allow us to attract 
top talent and retain top talent.” 

The bank is in the early phases 
of a national expansion that will 
bring its bricks-and-mortar loca¬ 
tions to the greater Washington 
region for the first time, eventu¬ 
ally creating up to an estimated 
700 positions at 70 Washington- 
area bank branches. 

The bank opened its first D.C. 
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branch on Oct. 1 and plans to 
open five more branches in the 
area this year. 

The bank recently increased 
companywide minimum wages 
across the nation, giving about 
22,000 employees pay raises in 
the range of 10 percent. 

It is making the choice of ex¬ 
panding its bricks-and-mortar 
presence when the consumer 
banking industry as a whole is 
shedding physical locations in 
favor of websites and apps. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 21).$1.1721 

Dollar buys (Nov. 21).€0.8532 

British pound (Nov. 21).$1.32 

Japanese yen (Nov. 21).110.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 21).1,100.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2835 

Canada (Dollar).1.3243 

China (Yuan) 6 9420 

Denmark (Krone).6.5465 

Egypt (Pound).17.9077 

Euro.$1.1399/0.8772 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8312 

Hungary (Forint).282.01 

Israel (Shekel).3.7271 

Japan (Yen) 112 40 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3038 

Norway (Krone).8.5507 

Philippines (Peso).52.51 

Poland (Zloty) 3 79 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7521 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3737 

South Korea (Won).1,129.29 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9933 

Thailand (Baht).32.98 

Turkey (Lira).5.4054 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 
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Biologists seek 
to save parrots 
in Puerto Rico 



By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

EL YUNQUE, Puerto Rico 
— Biologists are trying to save 
the last of the endangered Puerto 
Rican parrots after more than 
half the population of the bright 
green birds with turquoise-tipped 
wings disappeared when Hurri¬ 
cane Maria hit Puerto Rico and 
destroyed their habitat and food 
sources. 

In the tropical forest of El 
Yunque, only two of the 56 wild 
birds that lived there survived the 
Category 4 storm that pummeled 
the U.S. territory in September 
2017. Meanwhile, only four of 31 
wild birds in a forest in the west¬ 
ern town of Maricao survived, 
along with 75 out of 134 wild par¬ 
rots living in the Rio Ab^o forest 
in the central mountains of Puer¬ 
to Rico, scientists said. 

While several dozen new par¬ 
rots have been born in captivity 
and in the wild since Maria, the 
species is still in danger, accord¬ 
ing to scientists. 

“We have a lot of work to do,” 
said Gustavo Olivieri, parrot re¬ 
covery program coordinator for 
Puerto Rico’s Department of Nat¬ 
ural Resources. 

Federal and local scientists will 
meet next month to debate how 
best to revive a species that num¬ 
bered more than 1 million in the 
1800s but dwindled to 13 birds 
during the 1970s after decades of 
forest clearing. 

The U.S. and Puerto Rican gov¬ 
ernments launched a program 


in 1972 that eventually led to the 
creation of three breeding cen¬ 
ters. Just weeks before Maria hit, 
scientists reported 56 wild birds 
at El Yunque, the highest since 
the program was launched. 

But the population decline is 
now especially worrisome be¬ 
cause the parrots that vanished 
from El Yunque were some of 
the last remaining wild ones, said 
Marisel Lopez, who oversees the 
parrot recovery program at El 
Yunque for the U.S. Fish & Wild¬ 
life Service. 

“It was devastating. After so 
many years of having worked on 
this project ...” she stopped talk¬ 
ing and sighed. 

The Puerto Rican Amazon is 
Puerto Rico’s only remaining na¬ 
tive parrot and is one of roughly 
30 species of Amazon parrots 
found in the Americas. The red¬ 
foreheaded birds grow to nearly a 
foot in length, are known for their 
secrecy and usually mate for life, 
reproducing once a year. 

More than 460 birds remain 
captive at the breeding centers in 
El Yunque and Rio Abqjo forests, 
but scientists have not released 
any of them since Hurricane 
Maria. A third breeding center 
in Maricao has not operated since 
the storm. Scientists are now try¬ 
ing to determine the best way to 
prepare the parrots for release 
since there are such few birds in 
the wild they can interact with, 
and whether Puerto Rico’s dam¬ 
aged forests can sustain them. 

One proposal scientists will 
consider is whether to capture 


some of the remaining wild par¬ 
rots in the Rio Abqjo forest and 
place them into the same cage as 
birds that will be released into the 
wild, so they can learn to emulate 
their social behavior to ensure 
their survival, said Jafet Velez, a 
wildlife biologist with U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service. Scientists are 
tentatively planning to release 20 
birds next year in Rio Abqjo. 

Another proposal is to release 
more parrots in Maricao, which 
was not as heavily damaged. 

“Our priority now is not repro¬ 
duction ... it’s to start releasing 
them,” Lopez said, adding that 
breeding centers can hold only so 
many parrots. 

But first, scientists need to 
make sure the forests can offer 
food and safe shelter. Jessica Use, 
a forest biologist at El Yunque for 
the U.S. Forest Service, said sci¬ 
entists are collecting data about 
the amount of fruit falling from 
trees and the number of leaves 
shed. She said the canopy still has 
not grown back since Maria and 
warned that invasive species have 
taken root since more sunlight 


now shines through. Use said that 
many of the large trees where 
parrots used to nest are gone and 
noted that it took 14 months for 
El Yunque’s canopy to close after 
Hurricane Hugo hit Puerto Rico 
in 1989 as a Category 3 storm. 

Use said local and federal sci¬ 


entists plan to help the forest re¬ 
cover through planting. 

“People keep asking us, ‘How 
long is it going to take?”’ Use 
said. 

But scientists don’t know, she 
said. 


The scoop on how a cat’s sandpapery tongue deep cleans 



Candler Hobbs, Georgia TECH/via AP 


Researchers recently found cats have tiny hooks that spring up on 
their tongue with scoops built in to carry saliva deep into their fur. 


By Lauran Neergaard 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Cat lovers 
know when kitties groom, their 
tongues are pretty scratchy. Using 
high-tech scans and some other 
tricks, scientists are learning how 
those sandpapery tongues help 
cats get clean and stay cool. 

The secret: tiny hooks that 
spring up on the tongue— with 
scoops built in to carry saliva 
deep into all that fur. 

A team of mechanical engi¬ 
neers reported the findings Mon¬ 
day and say they’re more than a 
curiosity. They could lead to in¬ 
ventions for pets and people. 

“Their tongue could help us 
apply fluids, or clean carpets, or 
apply medicine” to hairy skin, 
said Georgia Tech lead research¬ 
er Alexis Noel, who is seeking a 
patent for a 3D-printed, tongue- 
inspired brush. 

Cats are fastidious, spending 
up to a quarter of their waking 


hours grooming. Noel’s interest 
was piqued when her cat, Mur¬ 
phy, got his tongue stuck in a 
fuzzy blanket. Scientists had long 


thought cat tongues were studded 
with tiny cone-shaped bumps. 
Noel, working in a lab known 
for animal-inspired engineering. 


wondered why. 

First, CT scans of cats’ tongues 
showed they’re not covered in 
solid cones but in claw-shaped 
hooks. They lie flat and rear-fac¬ 
ing, out of the way until, with a 
twitch of the tongue muscle, the 
little spines spring straight up, 
she explained. 

The big surprise: Those spines 
contain hollow scoops, Noel 
found. Turning to zoos and taxi¬ 
dermists for preserved tongues to 
examine, she found bobcats, cou¬ 
gars, snow leopards, even lions 
and tigers share that trait. 

When Noel touched the tips of 
preserved spines — called papil¬ 
lae — with drops of food dye, they 
wicked up the liquid. A housecat’s 
nearly 300 papillae hold a small 
amount of saliva that’s released 
when the tongue presses on fur, 
and then they wick up some 
more. 

The tongue’s surface is wetter. 
But Noel saw clues that the spines 


were key to deep cleaning. 

Papillae were only slightly lon¬ 
ger in lions than in housecats, 
although larger felines’ bigger 
tongues hold many hundreds 
more, Noel and Georgia Tech 
associate professor David L. Hu 
reported in Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

Next, Noel measured cat fur, 
which holds lots of air to insulate 
like a down jacket. Sure enough, 
compress that fur and in numer¬ 
ous types of cat, the distance to 
the skin matches the length of 
the tongue’s spines, she found. An 
exception: Persian cats with their 
super-long fur that veterinarians 
caution must be brushed daily to 
avoid matting. 

A machine that mimicked the 
strokes of a cat’s grooming found 
saliva from the tongue’s surface 
alone simply can’t penetrate as 
deep. And a thermal camera 
showed as they groomed, evapo¬ 
rating saliva cooled the cats. 
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Muhammad Irpan Sejati Tassakka, Akademi Komunitas Kelautan dan Perikanan Wakatobi/AP 


Researchers collect samples from the carcass of a beached whale at Wakatobi National Park in 
Indonesia. The whale had a large lump of plastic waste in its stomach, a park official said Tuesday. 


Landslide derails 
train in Spain 


Associated Press 

VACARISSES, Spain — A 
commuter train traveling toward 
Barcelona was derailed by a land¬ 
slide on Tuesday, killing one per¬ 
son and injuring dozens, Spanish 
authorities said. 

The regional civil protection 
agency said that two train cars 
in a convoy of six came off the 
tracks at 6.15 a.m. local (0515 
GMT) near Vacarisses, some 28 
miles northwest of Barcelona. 

Firefighters and emergency 
workers evacuated 131 commut¬ 
ers and sent 11 of the 44 people 
injured to the hospital. Three of 
them are seriously hurt, accord¬ 


ing to the civil protection agency. 

Spanish railway operator 
spokesman Antonio Carmona told 
local media that heavy rain in the 
area over the past few days could 
have caused the landslide. 

Recent downpours have bat¬ 
tered Spain. A woman died Sun¬ 
day after a river flooded its banks 
in the northwestern Galicia re¬ 
gion. And on Monday, huge waves 
swept away the balconies of a sea¬ 
side apartment building on the 
Canary island of Tenerife. 

The heavy rains have also 
caused travel disruption and 
damage to farmland across the 
country. 


Dead whale beached in Indonesia Arrest of Nissan leader in 
had 115 plastic cups in its stomach finance probe stuns Japan 


Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — A 
dead whale that washed ashore 
in eastern Indonesia had a large 
lump of plastic waste in its stom¬ 
ach, including drinking cups 
and flip-flops, a park official 
said Tuesday, causing concern 
among environmentalists and 
government officials in one of the 
world’s largest plastic polluting 
countries. 

Rescuers from Wakatobi Na¬ 
tional Park found the rotting car¬ 
cass of the 31-foot sperm whale 
late Monday near the park in 
Southeast Sulawesi province after 
receiving a report from environ¬ 
mentalists that villagers had sur¬ 
rounded the dead whale and were 
beginning to butcher the rotting 
carcass, park chief Heri Santoso 
said. 

Santoso said researchers from 
wildlife conservation group 
World Wide Fund for Nature, or 
WWF, and the park’s conserva¬ 


tion academy found about 13 
pounds of plastic waste in the 
animal’s stomach containing 115 
plastic cups, four plastic bottles, 
25 plastic bags, 2 flip-flops, a 
nylon sack and more than 1,000 
other assorted pieces of plastic. 

“Although we have not been 
able to deduce the cause of death, 
the facts that we see are truly 
awful,” said Dwi Suprapti, a ma¬ 
rine species conservation coordi¬ 
nator at WWF Indonesia. 

She said it was not possible to de¬ 
termine if the plastic had caused 
the whale’s death because of the 
animal’s advanced state of decay. 

Indonesia, an archipelago of 
260 million people, is the world’s 
second-largest plastic polluter 
after China, according to a study 
published in the journal Science 
in January. It produces 3.2 mil¬ 
lion tons of mismanaged plastic 
waste a year, of which 1.29 mil¬ 
lion tons end up in the ocean, the 
study said. 

Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan, Indo¬ 


nesia’s coordinating minister of 
maritime affairs, said the whale’s 
discovery should raise public 
awareness about the need to re¬ 
duce plastic use, and had spurred 
the government to take tougher 
measures to protect the ocean. 

“I’m so sad to hear this,” said 
Pandjaitan, who recently has 
campaigned for less use of plas¬ 
tic. “It is possible that many other 
marine animals are also contam¬ 
inated with plastic waste and this 
is very dangerous for our lives.” 

He said the government is 
making efforts to reduce the use 
of plastic, including urging shops 
not to provide plastic bags for 
customers and teaching about the 
problem in schools nationwide to 
meet a government target of re¬ 
ducing plastic use by 70 percent 
by 2025. 

“This big ambition can be 
achieved if people learn to under¬ 
stand that plastic waste is a com¬ 
mon enemy,” Pandjaitan told The 
Associated Press. 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese prosecu¬ 
tors were considering Tuesday 
whether to file formal charges 
against Nissan Motor Co. chair¬ 
man Carlos Ghosn amid a probe 
into allegations he misused com¬ 
pany assets and under-reported 
millions of dollars of income. 

The arrest of Ghosn after a 
whistleblower disclosed the al¬ 
leged misconduct left many in 
Japan stunned by the downfall of 
a cost cutter who appears to have 
spent lavishly on himself 

“Actually, we also have a Nis¬ 
san car. So I do feel a little be¬ 
trayed because he essentially was 
being dishonest,” Noriko Handa, 
a housewife in her 50s, said as she 
walked near downtown Tokyo’s 
Shimbashi train station. 

Prosecutors said they were 
holding Ghosn, 64, for allegedly 
collaborating to falsify securities 
statements and underreport $44.6 
million in income from 2011 to 


2015. A second Nissan executive, 
Greg Kelly, was also suspected of 
collaborating with him. 

“It’s extremely regrettable,” 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi- 
hide Suga told reporters. “We will 
watch developments closely.” 

There was no word from Ghosn. 
Prosecutors have refused to say 
where he was being held. 

The prosecutors, who report¬ 
edly arrested Ghosn after ques¬ 
tioning him upon his arrival by 
private jet at Tokyo’s Haneda 
airport, have 48 hours from the 
time of Ghosn’s arrest Monday to 
decide whether to press charges. 
They can hold a suspect for up to 
20 more days per charge if they 
decide they need more time. 

The scandal has thrown into 
question Ghosn’s future as leader 
of the Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi 
alliance, which sold more cars 
last year than any other manu¬ 
facturer. Nissan’s board was due 
to meet Thursday to consider dis¬ 
missing Ghosn and Kelly. 


Chinese university’s plan for electronic devices search brings backlash 


By Dake Kang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — A Chinese university’s plan 
to conduct a blanket search of student and 
staff electronic devices has come under 
fire, illustrating the limits of the popula¬ 
tion’s tolerance for surveillance and raising 
the prospect that tactics used on Muslim 
minorities may be creeping into the rest of 
the country. 

The Guilin University of Electronic 
Technology is reconsidering a search of 
cellphones, computers, external hard disks 
and USB drives after a copy of the order 
leaked online and triggered such an in¬ 
tense backlash that it drew rare criticism 
in state-run newspapers. 

Searches of electronics are common 
in Xinjiang in China’s far west, a heavily 
Muslim region that has been turned into a 
virtual police state to tamp down unrest. 
They are unheard of in most other areas. 


including where the school is located in the 
southern Guangxi region, a popular tourist 
destination known for spectacular scenery, 
not violence or terrorism. 

That’s why the planned checks worry 
some. 

“Xinjiang has emerged as China’s sur¬ 
veillance laboratory,” said James Leibold, 
a scholar of Chinese ethnic politics and 
national identity at La Trobe University in 
Australia. 

“It is unsurprising that some of the meth¬ 
ods first pioneered in China’s west are now 
being rolled out in other regions.” 

Under President Xi Jinping, the govern¬ 
ment has in recent years tried to tighten 
controls over what the public sees and says 
online and stepped up political oversight of 
universities. Sometimes, those measures 
have run into a new generation of Chinese 
accustomed to greater freedoms, sparking 
public outcry and occasionally government 
retreat. 


The leaked notice in Guilin said the 
search for violent, terrorist, reactionary 
and obscene content, which was to be con¬ 
ducted this month, was necessary to resist 
and combat extremist recordings that it 
called mentally harmful. 

The order triggered a public uproar last 
week. Posts on China’s Twitter-like Weibo 
site with hashtags on schools checking elec¬ 
tronic devices were viewed nearly 80 mil¬ 
lion times. Users voiced privacy concerns, 
comparing the measure to computer chips 
inserted in brains and the George Orwell 
novel “1984.” 

Then came critical editorials in state-run 
publications saying the notice could violate 
Chinese constitutional protection of the 
right to communicate freely and have those 
communications remain confidential. 

“If colleges and universities check the 
phones, computers, and hard disks of 
teachers and students, they’re suspected 
of infringing on communication freedom 


and privacy,” said an editorial in the Bei¬ 
jing Youth Daily. “Those responsible at the 
school should be held accountable, as they 
had a great negative impact on the school’s 
image.” 

Administrators told another state-owned 
publication, “The Paper,” the search had 
not yet been carried out, and that they 
were considering reducing its scope. 

University and local education ministry 
officials referred questions to a media of¬ 
fice, which did not answer repeated phone 
calls. 

Schools in Xinjiang have been conduct¬ 
ing similar searches since 2014. 

Xinjiang is home to a large Uighur popu¬ 
lation, a Muslim ethnic group that har¬ 
bors simmering resentment against rule 
from Beijing. A series of riots and attacks 
blamed on separatist Uighurs has prompt¬ 
ed a sweeping crackdown on Muslims in 
the region. 
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Holiday helping hands 

Bowling Green High School junior ROTC students and volunteers assemble boxes of food Sunday during 
the annual food collection at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 13 in Bowling Green, Ky. 


Man retracts pledge to 
return treasure coins 

^ U COLUMBUS — A 
treasure hunter has 
taken back a pledge to turn over 
500 missing coins minted from 
gold found in a shipwreck off the 
South Carolina coast. 

The Columbus Dispatch re¬ 
ported that Tommy Thompson 
had agreed to deliver the coins 
to a court-appointed receiver by 
Sunday to settle a lawsuit brought 
by an investor. The paper said 
the deal fell apart Friday when 
Thompson said he has no idea 
how to obtain the coins. 

Thompson found the S.S. Cen¬ 
tral America in 1988 after per¬ 
suading more than 100 investors 
to fund the voyage for nearly $13 
million. Thompson never repaid 
the investors, and fled to Florida. 

Officer frees bear cub 
stuck in garbage bin 

K TRUCKEE — A bear 
cub has been reunited 
with its mother thanks to a po¬ 
lice officer in Northern Califor¬ 
nia who colleagues are calling a 
“bear whisperer.” 

Truckee police Sgt. Mon Pere 
responded to a report of the 
momma bear trying to free her 
cub from a garbage container. Po¬ 
lice video shows Pere calling out 
to the momma bear that he was 
going to help her baby. 

The officer chmbed on another 
container and told the cub he 
was a friend as he lifted the lid. 
The cub scampered out and ran 
to its mother, who was watching 
nearby. 

Pohce said the sergeant has had 
two bear rescues in recent weeks. 

Man stabbed, then 
run over with vehicle 

I MILWAUKEE — A 20- 
wW I year-old man is in seri¬ 
ous condition in Milwaukee after 
authorities say he was stabbed 
multiple times and then run over 
with a vehicle. 

Police said the victim and an¬ 
other man got into a fight Sunday 
night, and when the victim fell in 
the street after being repeatedly 
stabbed, the other man intention¬ 
ally ran him over. 

The victim was taken to a hos¬ 
pital. Police are searching for the 
other man. 

Pet owners warned 
after coyote takes dog 

Q SIOUXFALLS—Sioux 
mJ Falls Animal Control is 
advising residents to keep an eye 
on their pets after a coyote took a 
small dog over the weekend. 

Police said the coyote took the 
dog about 6:15 a.m. Saturday on 
North Galaxy Lane in northwest¬ 
ern Sioux Falls. Animal control 
has been monitoring the situation 
and implemented measures to 
scare and trap the coyote. 

Authorities said Sioux Falls res¬ 
idents should keep small pets on 
a 6-foot leash and monitor them 
pets while they are outside. Any¬ 
one who sees a coyote should use 
hazing techniques to scare them 
off, such as yelling and waving 
their arms, making loud noises or 
throwing rocks or sticks. 


Police: Man attempted 
to steal pizzeria tip jar 

DOVER — Delaware 
State Police said they 
arrested a man who tried to steal 
a tip jar from a pizzeria when em¬ 
ployees weren’t looking. 

Police said Sunday they’d ar¬ 
rested Titus Rodriguez, 46, on 
charges of attempted robbery. 

Police said Rodriguez visited 
Pizzeria Porta Bella in Dover and 
grabbed the tip jar while employ¬ 
ees were busy. As he tried to leave 


the restaurant, he was confronted 
by employees. After a struggle, 
employees restrained him until 
troopers arrived, police said. 

Pastor’s ‘demon’ sermon 
angers yoga community 

||i|^ OZARK — Spring- 
lwl\# field’s yoga commu¬ 
nity is speaking out after a pastor 
at an Assemblies of God mega¬ 
church warned Christians to avoid 
the popular activity because he 
claims it has “demonic roots.” 


The Springfield News-Leader 
reported that Pastor John Lindell 
told worshippers last month at the 
James River Church in Ozark that 
yoga positions were “created with 
demonic intent” and called Hin¬ 
duism demonic. 

Stephanie Wubbena, who owns 
Live Pure Yoga in Springfield, 
posted a video criticizing Lindell’s 
sermon on YouTube on Nov. 1, 
saying that it’s hurting small 
businesses. She cited a local yoga 
studio that lost more than 10 mem¬ 
bers one day after the sermon. 


THE CENSUS 

The number of bags 
of heroin police found 
during a body-cavity 
search of a Pennsyl¬ 
vania man. Following 
a two-day trial, Christopher Miller, 37, 
was convicted on charges of posses¬ 
sion with intent to deliver heroin and 
possession of cocaine. Police were 
called to a disturbance at a bar and 
found Miller with 20 bags of heroin in 
his pockets, as well as a small amount 
of crack cocaine. Lancaster County As¬ 
sistant District Attorney Barry Goldman 
said police found additional bags of 
heroin in a body-cavity search. 



Suspect climbs onto 
roof, then surrenders 

||i| T BUTTE — Pohce said 
Iwl I a man was arrested 
after leading officers on a high¬ 
speed chase, crashing into a build¬ 
ing and climbing onto the roof of a 
Domino’s Pizza in Butte. 

The Montana Standard report¬ 
ed that Fred Lewis Cutsinger, 31, 
was taken into custody Saturday 
after climbing down from the 
building. 

Police said Cutsinger was 
wanted on state and federal war¬ 
rants when an officer tried to pull 
him over Saturday and Cutsinger 
sped away. 

‘Santa’ brings holiday 
cheer to shoppers 

DERBY — A mystery 
W I man is providing cheer 
to Walmart shoppers in Vermont. 

The man paid off the entire lot 
of layaway items at the store in 
Derby, near the Canadian border. 

Brownington resident Sandra 
Cortez told WCAX-TV she thought 
it was a rumor. She learned it was 
real when she went to the store 
and find her items paid off 

Julie Gates, of Eden Mills, said 
she asked the man, “Who can 
afford to pay for everyone’s lay¬ 
away?” She said the man respond¬ 
ed, “Santa Claus can.” 

Walmart officials declined to 
say how much the man spent. 

Illegal drone photo of 
Yellowstone is probed 

mj||W YELLOWSTONE 
W I NATIONAL PARK 
— Yellowstone National Park of¬ 
ficials said they’re investigating 
after a photo was posted online 
showing one of the park’s geo¬ 
thermal features from a drone, 
which is illegal. 

The Jackson Hole News & Guide 
reported the photo of Grand Pris¬ 
matic Spring was posted on In- 
stagram and then deleted after 
criticism from other users. 

Drones are banned in Yellow¬ 
stone and many other parks. 

From wire reports 















Wednesday, November 21,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 17 



8 DAYS -TO 
SAVE BIG! 

Starting Thanksgiving Day at 

shopmyexchange.com 


NOV 22 

thru 

NOV 29 


EXCHANGE 


w hur^y: 


SATURDAY 


EXCHANGE 


NO SALES TAX | EXCLUSIVE MILITARY PRICING 


Free shipping on orders over *49 or any amount when you use your MILITARY STAR® Card. 


ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE 



All honorably discharged Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, 
Marines and Coast Guard members are invited to 
visit ShopMyExchange.com to confirm eligibility to 
access the Veterans online shopping benefit. This 
tax-free benefit saves Veterans money and helps 
the military community by generating earnings in 
support of critical Quality-of-Life programs. 


















Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, November 21,2018 


FACES 



CBS Films 

Despite being 25 years older than the painter when he died, Willem Dafoe, 63, plays Vincent van Gogh in “At Eternity’s Gate.” 


Dafoe, on van Gogh 


Actor embodies eccentric Dutch painter in his final days in new film 


By Sebastian Smee 
The Washington Post 


a 


f A Ini' 


t Eternity’s Gate,” now play¬ 
ing stateside, chronicles the 
i final days of Vincent van 
Gogh. Set in the last 2 ¥2 
years of the artist’s life, and ending with 
his death in the summer of 1890, the film 
stars an uncannily convincing Willem 
Dafoe. Despite being 25 years older than 
van Gogh was when he died, Dafoe deliv¬ 
ers an impassioned and believable perfor¬ 
mance, his deeply lined face capturing 
the mix of agony and ecstasy that the tor¬ 
tured artist must have felt. 

The Washington Post spoke recently to 
Dafoe about his approach to embodying 
the painter. 

Washington Post: One of the film’s 
most powerful scenes has you coming 
inside on a windy day. You take off your 
boots, and then just stare at them. Final¬ 
ly, you begin to paint them. It’s unusual 
for a film to capture the actual creative 
impulse so directly and persuasively. 
How did you approach that scene? 

Dafoe: That scene was very important 
to me and was one of the most challeng¬ 
ing scenes, because I was painting in 


real time. I was rehearsed and coached, 
but I was under the gun and had to paint 
well. In the painting, what’s conveyed 
that I like so much is that you can really 
see how a series of marks and a series of 
colors — little individual acts — start to 
come together to make something that 
captures those boots. Van Gogh said great 
painting is not painting what is there, but 
what you see. It’s not a good likeness; the 
colors are not “correct.” But what you can 
see is how those marks start to work with 
each other to make a thing. You experi¬ 
ence those boots. You’re brought into the 
presentness of that creation, and I think 
that’s what good painting does. 

Why do you think people bullied and 
tormented him? People didn’t under¬ 
stand him, obviously. But were they 
also motivated by envy? 

I think so. He had this intense inner 
life. He didn’t develop other skills. He 
didn’t know how to deal with people. It’s 
a bit like when we did the (Vietnam War) 
movie “Platoon,” you had people that 
went off to fight this horrible, impossible 
war. [When] they came back, they didn’t 
know how to relate their experience to 
other people, and it caused them a great 
amount of stress and confusion and re¬ 


jection. There’s sort of a parallel thing: 
Van Gogh is experiencing something he 
doesn’t know how to share except through 
his art. His art is taking such a leap from 
what is considered acceptable and fashion¬ 
able and digestible in the day that he feels 
alone. Because that is the most articulate 
he can be, that is the greatest service he 
can do, and people aren’t quite taking it. 
So what is he left with? He’s got very few 
social skills. People talked a lot about how 
difficult he was. In the movie, you see him 
in this private world where he’s commun¬ 
ing with nature, and he’s trying to contact 
something through nature. 

How did you approach playing him 
physically? Was there anything special 
you were trying to convey? 

Doing things — that’s the key to every¬ 
thing. I don’t think so much about psychol¬ 
ogy or dramaturgy. I feel much more like 
a dancer than an actor. Acting is usually 
associated with great texts and interpre¬ 
tations and choices. I don’t feel like that. I 
feel best when I try to inhabit something; 
I try to lose myself in an action. It’s that 
kind of flexibility that opens up my heart 
and opens up my mind. Hopefully, if I do it 
in good faith, and do it in a true way, then 
the audience experiences it with me. 


Martha Stewart displeased 
with first Uber experience 

Martha Stewart’s first Uber ride was not 
a good thing. 

Stewart ordered the “most expensive 
version” outside Tiffany’s flagship store 
in New York City on Monday. As Stewart 
explained on Instagram, she wanted to be 
picked up on Fifth Avenue and 57th Street. 

Stewart wrote that the first car did not 
show up and the second parked “halfway 
down” the street where she “could not see 
the license plate.” That car was pointed in 
the wrong direction, delaying her journey 
as the car snaked through Midtown Man¬ 
hattan traffic. 

But the worst part for the domestic en¬ 
trepreneur was that the car “was a mess 
inside and out!!!!!!!!” She posted a picture 
that showed debris on the floor and two 
water bottles. 

Uber has not returned a message seek¬ 
ing comment. 

Rapper 6ix9ine facing max 
of life in prison 

Tekashi 6ix9ine faces a mandatory 
minimum of 32 years in prison — and a 
maximum life sentence — according to the 
prosecuting US. attorney at the rapper’s 
arraignment Monday night. The rapper, ar¬ 
rested Sunday, was deemed a likely danger 
to the community and denied bail Monday 
after a judge concluded there was evidence 
that he directed or participated in multiple 
acts of violence as part of a deadly gang. 

Federal charges include racketeering 
stemming from Hernandez’s involvement 
with the Nine Trey Bloods, as well as a pre¬ 
viously unreported armed robbery. 

Assistant US. Attorney Michael Long¬ 
year said items stolen during a gunpoint 
robbery in April were found during a raid 
at the rapper’s Brooklyn residence, along 
with an automatic weapon. 

6ix9ine’s debut album, “Day 69,” was 
among the most downloaded records on 
iTunes. 

Other news 

■ Justin Bieber has agreed to settle 
a long-running lawsuit filed by a former 
neighbor whose house the pop singer egged 
in 2015. A document filed Nov. 16 shows 
the case has been resolved in its entirety. 
No details were given about the terms. 

■ The Rolling Stones will be rolling 
through the United States next year. The 
band says it’s adding a 13-show leg to its No 
Filter tour in spring 2019. The tour kicks 
off in Miami on April 20. 

■ Taylor Swift has signed a multiyear 
deal with Republic Records, shifting from 
her longtime label home, Nashville’s Big 
Machine, but still staying in the Univer¬ 
sal Music Group family. The Big Machine 
Label Group is allied with New York-based 
Republic and focuses on country artists. 

From The Associated Press 


Frank Grillo looking for a fight — on Netflix 


By Gary Gerard Hamilton 

Associated Press 

Most travelers to new places usually aren’t look¬ 
ing for a fight. Frank Grillo definitely is. 

“Fightworld,” a new Netflix docuseries, follows 
Grillo, an actor and self-described “fight enthusi¬ 
ast,” as he goes globe-trotting to explore fighting 
styles and the cultures behind them. 

“I immerse myself in certain fight cultures,” said 
Grillo, who has had film roles in “Zero Dark Thir¬ 
ty” and “End of Watch” and plays Brock Rumlow in 
“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” and “Cap¬ 
tain America: Civil War.” 


“And through the eyes of the fighters, we explore 
the culture of that place in a very different way,” he 
said. “It’s very similar to what Anthony Bourdain 
did, but instead of food, it was fighters.” 

Grillo travels to places such as Mexico, Thailand 
and Senegal, locations chosen based on his familiar¬ 
ity with those countries’ various fighting disciplines 
such as Muay Thai, wrestling and boxing. “I know 
these things well, so I could go there and immedi¬ 
ately embed myself,” he said. 

Grillo also visited Israel, where citizens are re¬ 
quired to join the army. He asked the mayor of Jeru¬ 
salem to define Israelis in one word. “He said ‘fight’ 
because that’s in their DNA; that’s in their blood.” 



Actor and self-described fight enthusiast Frank Grillo, right, hosts “FightWorld” in a new docuseries. 

Netflix/AP 
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By Max Boot 

The Washington Post 

resident Donald Trump is a genius 
at making decisions — but only 
after the fact. 

He’s the real-life Rambo who 
would have run into a school to confront a 
heavily armed shooter. (“I really believe 
I’d run in there even if I didn’t have a weap¬ 
on,” he said after the Parkland, Fla., school 
shooting.) He’s the omniscient terrorism 
analyst who would have gotten “Osama 
bin Laden a lot sooner than” the SEALS 
did, and even claims that “I pointed him 
out in my book just BEFORE the attack 
on the World Trade Center.” He’s the mod¬ 
ern-day John Muir who would have raked 
the forests of California to prevent forest 
fires. He’s the reincarnation of Casey Sten¬ 
gel who would not have taken out Dodgers 
pitcher Rich Hill in the seventh inning of 
Game 4 of the World Series. 

This is not called leadership. It’s called 
second-guessing. And, needless to say, it 
has no basis in fact. 

There is nothing in Trump’s life as some¬ 
one who received five draft deferments 
and even now refuses to visit U.S. troops 
in a war zone to suggest that he would 
ever voluntarily put himself in harm’s way 
— much less risk near-certain death by 
rushing with his bare hands to confront an 
active shooter. 

There is no evidence that he ever ad¬ 
vocated early action against bin Laden. 
(As noted by The Washington Post’s Fact 
Checker Glenn Kessler, the sum total of 
Trump’s writing about bin Laden con¬ 
sisted of a brief reference in a 2000 book: 
“One day we’re told that a shadowy figure 
with no fixed address named Osama bin- 
Laden is public enemy number one, and 
U.S. jetfighters lay waste to his camp in 


F or all the recent transatlantic 
debate about creating a joint 
European army, Germany—which 
has the second-biggest military in 
the European Union — has little interest in 
setting up any kind of supranational force 
under the EU’s command. This reluctance 
is key to understanding the ineffectiveness 
of all the bloc’s existing military projects. 

In a recent op-ed for the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, German Defense 
Minister Ursula von der Leyen laid out her 
vision of “an army of the Europeans” — 
note the change of accent from “European 
army.” Von der Leyen sees it as “armed 
forces under national responsibility, close¬ 
ly interlinked, uniformly equipped, trained 
for joint operations and ready for action, 
such as the Franco-German Brigade and 
the German-Dutch Corps.” The key words 
here are “under national responsibility.” 
This means keeping in place the existing 
procedures for deploying troops — a deci¬ 
sion that, in Europe, lies with each mem¬ 
ber state. 

Of course, parliamentary procedures 
are slow, especially given the fractiousness 
of today’s German (and European) politics. 
Von der Leyen wants to speed things up by 
getting domestic legislators specializing 
in defense to work with European col¬ 
leagues in a special grouping that would 
draw up guidelines for the sake of national 
decision-makers. But I’d be hard pushed to 
recall a situation in which an EU commit¬ 
tee has ever made something faster rather 
than slower. 

The need to decide everything by com¬ 
mittee has already defanged the closest 
thing the EU has to a common army — the 


Afghanistan. He escapes back under some 
rock, and a few news cycles later it’s on to 
a new enemy and new crisis.”) If it was so 
easy to find bin Laden, why hasn’t Trump, 
now that he is president, tracked down the 
leader of Islamic State, Abu Bakr al-Bagh- 
dadi, or the leader of al-Qaida, Ayman 
al-Zawahri? 

There is no evidence that Finland pre¬ 
vents forest fires by raking the forest — 
that is, as the Finns say, #RakeNews. Nor 
is there any evidence that California’s wild¬ 
fires are due to state mismanagement of its 
forests. State and local agencies own only 
3 percent of California’s forests; the fed¬ 
eral government owns 57 percent. There 
is, however, a lot of evidence that global 
warming has raised the fire danger — but 
Trump remains in denial about that. 

And, of course, there is no indication 
that Trump advocated keeping the start¬ 
ing pitcher in Game 4 before the Red Sox 
went on to score the game-winning runs 
off Dodgers relief pitchers. All you need to 
know about Trump’s athletic perspicacity 
is his abysmal mismanagement of the New 
Jersey Generals, the long-forgotten foot¬ 
ball team that he bought in 1984. 

Trump is Walter Mitty in the White 
House: a milquetoast and an ignoramus in 
real life who is a dashing hero and “very 
stable genius” in his own rich fantasy life. 
He has claimed to know more than any¬ 
one on Earth about, inter alia, renewable 
energy, social media, debt, taxes, banking, 
money, the U.S. system of government, 
trade, jobs, the “horror of nuclear” — and, 
of course, the military in which he has 
never served. 

So convinced is President Second Guess- 
er of his own superior virtue and perspi¬ 
cacity that he does not hesitate to cruelly 
mock those who have displayed actual her- 


two EU Battlegroups, each composed of as 
many as 2,000 soldiers. Since 2007, one of 
these multinational rapid response forces 
has been on permanent standby. They’ve 
never been deployed because EU members 
have never reached unanimous agreement 
to do so. 

The EU has an endless capacity for set¬ 
ting up lots of experimental mechanisms 
without completely dumping old, failed or 
unproven projects. This makes for an ex¬ 
ceedingly complex defense cooperation 
landscape, in which much joint training 
and low-level coordination goes on but no 
overarching structure is ever built. New 
proposals, such as French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron’s European Intervention 
Initiative, or EI2, merely add to the jumble 
of acronyms and seem only to confirm the 
willingness of governments to cooperate 
on defense — until it’s time to send troops 
to some far-off place. 

France, with the biggest military in the 
EU, has a simple system of making de¬ 
ployment decisions: The president has the 
last word. It’s also relatively easy in Italy, 
where the government decides, and in Po¬ 
land, where it’s up to the president — but, 
for example, in the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic the prior 
parliamentary authorization is necessary, 
as in Germany. A European army would 
require these different procedures to be 
harmonized. That looks next to impossible 
because it would involve constitutional 
amendments, and with many countries 
ruled by shaky coalitions, giving up any 
degree of sovereignty in a matter as sensi¬ 
tive as defense would be a nonstarter. 

Von der Leyen and other European politi¬ 
cians understand this perfectly well. Their 
comments are largely aimed at American 


oism in real life. In 2015, he attacked John 
McCain for being captured by the North 
Vietnamese — an implicit second-guess¬ 
ing of the split-second decisions McCain 
made as a Navy pilot flying over some of 
the most heavily defended airspace in the 
world. A few months later Trump attacked 
the generals who had failed to defeat ISIS 
and suggested that he would do so with tor¬ 
ture and indiscriminate bombing. 

And Sunday, he attacked retired Adm. 
William McRaven, the Navy SEAL who 
supervised the raid that killed bin Laden 
and who now has the temerity to criticize 
Trump’s attacks on the media. “Wouldn’t it 
have been nice if we got Osama bin Laden 
a lot sooner than that; wouldn’t it have been 
nice?” the president said. Trump showed no 
awareness that it’s not the job of SEALs to 
find fugitives. That’s the responsibility of 
the intelligence community. And as soon as 
the spies had found bin Laden, McRaven’s 
men were spinning up for the mission. 

Trump’s entire political career is based 
on second-guessing. For years he has been 
claiming that every mqjor challenge faced 
by the U.S. government is “easy” to solve 
— including trade deficits, health care, 
empty factories, gasoline prices, China, 
Russia, illegal immigration. His assump¬ 
tion has always been that the only reason 
a solution had not already been imple¬ 
mented is that he was not president. Well, 
now he is. So, how’s that working out? Has 
he solved a single one of those problems? 
Nope. But he shirks responsibility in favor 
of second-guessing the decisions made by 
others. So much for his boasts about how 
easy it is to act “presidential.” That’s a feat 
he still hasn’t mastered. 


Max Boot, a Washington Post columnist, is the 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick senior feiiow for national se¬ 
curity studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. 


ears. They are a response to U.S. demands 
for increased military spending, which 
President Donald Trump frames as con¬ 
tributions to the North Atlantic Treaty Or¬ 
ganization. Europe’s militarily strongest 
nations are keen to show Washington they 
are investing in their own defense rather 
than, as Trump has put it crudely, paying 
the US. to defend them. 

The U.S. focuses on demanding more 
military spending from European nations, 
especially on equipment, while disregard¬ 
ing the inefficiency of the member states’ 
procurement systems, something NATO 
has tolerated for decades. It bears a share 
of the blame for the unnecessary variety 
of military equipment in the EU countries. 
They use 178 weapon systems, compared 
with 30 for the US.; 17 main battle tanks, 
compared with just one; and 20 types of 
fighter planes, compared with six. 

More spending isn’t the answer. Instead, 
Europeans realize they need more cooper¬ 
ation in procurement to bring down costs 
and introduce more uniformity. If that’s 
not what NATO, or essentially the US., 
wants from them, they will attempt to do it 
outside NATO’s existing Defense Planning 
Process. So the coordination of budgeting 
through a relatively new process called 
the Common Annual Review on Defense, 
or CARD, is probably the most important 
part of Europe’s plans for an army. 

The U.S. should encourage it in the hope 
it will work better than NATO in achieving 
efficiency. Europe isn’t trying to threaten 
America’s military dominance, but rather 
to fix problems that should bother the alli¬ 
ance too. 


Bloomberg Opinion columnist Leonid Bershidsky 
was the founding editor of the Russian business 
daily Vedomosti. 



Germany doesn’t really want an EU army 

By Leonid Bershidsky 
Bloomberg Opinion 
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6ECNU5E TOOkTiS V / EXCEPT 

THE BIGGEST TR.WtE 1 I THNT'S K 
DNV OP THE YENR, j \ MYTH 
THAT’S VNHY. / 



ME lEiGHT, Eugene Sheffer Crossword 

FINE. I’LL 
bRIBBLE. 






PICK, A Fmw OF Mm 
1$ AITTm IM A PLAMC 
TUAVA g££W ATRAMPFP 
OM TUF RUMWA'/ FOR 
AIX UOURA. _ 


WF UAMPLF ALL WF 
TAA'A API/FRTIAm. I 
_ KMOW TUFY POfJ'T UAi/F 
f.AUrU0RirY OI/FR THAT, SOT.. 


...AMP &FT YOUR FRIFMP 
RFLFA&FP FROM THAT 
PLAMF SY AMY MFAMA 
MFCF&$ARY. 






I Jon t Wow. I’m leery^ 
— aitout tioivL^ -portraits of 
dufitomer^,’ <dVLil«irevL. 



eiZAKRO.COM 

SsAREb STU 12 I 0£ 

II Fac!&l.pok,t:crn./BizarroCDmitig, 



ACROSS 

58 Tease 

25 Pirate’s potation 

1 Ticket half 

59 Runs (into) 

26 Single 

5 Flow out 


27 Be a tourist 

8 Desist 

DOWN 

29 Sob 

12 Days gone by 

1 Harmonization 

31 Abolish 

13 Singer Reed 

2 Work hard 

32 Auto fuel 

14 Prop for Sherlock 

3 Desire 

34 Platter 

15 One who keeps 

4 Nanny’s warning 

38 Speaker 

late hours 

5 “Xanadu” band 

40 Peruses 

17 Opposite of “fer” 

6 Fiddle stick 

42 German cry 

18 Lucid 

7 Future tulip 

43 Owed amount 

19 Washed 

8 Sudden onrush 

44 Fashion 

21 Second in 

9 Football position 

magazine 

command 

10 Mayberry boy 

45 Arduous journey 

24 Court divider 

11 Hang in the 

47“Young 

25 Valentine flower 

balance 

Frankenstein” 

28 Prom dress 

16 Italian “three” 

role 

30 Work unit 

20 Curry and 

48 Standard 

33 Half of bi- 

Landers 

49 Flock females 

34 Hands (out) 

22 Swelled heads 

52 Here (Fr.) 

35 Actress Vardalos 

23 Surveys 

53 Deity 



36 Jo’s sister Answer to Previous Puzzle 

37 Capri, e.g. 

38 Probability 

39 Day divs. 

41 Practice pugilism 
43 Sense 
46 “Alfie” star 

50 “Born Free” 
lioness 

51 Pronto 

54 Ran in the wash 

55 Author Umberto 

56 Shrek, for one 

57 Golf props 

11-21 CRYPTOQUIP 

PGARZ AJR XEUROCPT JPO 

NQSPNJRO NEUR XEXMAPCSN 

ET JCUNRSG, JR QZEXSPCURO 

“OZCTMN PZR ET UR.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT FIFTIES SONG 
MIGHT A WAD OF MONEY SING TO SOMEONE 
WHO IS OUT SHOPPING? “YOU SPEND ME.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; X equals C 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 79, Oneonta 62 
Boston College 88, Wyoming 76 
Colgate 76, Binghamton 68 
Delaware St. 80, St. Elizabeth 47 
Long Beach St. 86, Iona 85 
Oregon St. 74, Penn 58 
Penn St. Behrend 63, Thiel 46 
Rider 87, Coppin St. 67 
Rutgers 63, E. Michigan 36 
UMass 92, Ark.-Pine Bluff 60 
Utah Valley 72, Hartford 65 
West Chester 107, Chestnut Hill 70 
SOUTH 

Berea 104, Johnson (Tenn.) 95 
Centre 71, Transylvania 63 
Charleston Southern 98, Trinity Baptist 49 
Charlotte 42, Longwood 39 
Chowan 83, Regent 55 
Clemson 72, Akron 69 
Dillard 88, LSU-Alexandria 87 
E. Kentucky 100, Kennesaw St. 81 
ETSU 86, Chicago St. 61 
Florida St. 93, Canisius 61 
Georgia St. 75, St. Bonaventure 65 
Louisiana-Lafayette 91, Colorado St. 73 
Marshall 95, NCA&T 71 
North Carolina 101, St. Francis (Pa.) 76 
Robert Morris 81, Stetson 72 
South Alabama 79, SE Missouri 58 
Tusculum 77, Lee 56 
UNC Greensboro 74, Prairie View 66 
VCU 57, Temple 51 
Vanderbilt 79, Liberty 70 
MIDWEST 
Arizona 71, Iowa St. 66 
Auburn 88, Xavier 79, OT 
Bowling Green 81, Hampton 79 
Cincinnati 78, W. Michigan 52 
Creighton 94, Boise St. 82 
Davenport 105, Great Lakes Christian 77 
Detroit 91, Loyola (Md.) 63 
Georgia 80, Illinois St. 68 
Kansas St. 82, Missouri 67 
Loyola of Chicago 82, Richmond 66 
Martin Luther 70, Lakeland 60 
N. Iowa 54, Old Dominion 53 
Nebraska 85, Missouri St. 62 
Oakland 91, Defiance 47 

S. Illinois 83, Howard 69 
SW Minnesota St. 101, Bethany Lu¬ 
theran 81 

Sioux Falls 73, Cent. Missouri 70 
South Dakota 58, UMBC 52 
Toledo 90, Florida Gulf Coast 62 
Tulane 84, S. Dakota St. 80 

SOUTHWEST 

Houston 82, Northwestern St. 55 
Lamar 105, Arlington Baptist 40 
Oral Roberts 109, Ecclesia 72 
Sam Houston St. 75, Jackson St. 60 
Texas Tech 78, Southern Cal 63 
Tulsa 88, UALR78 
UTEP 66, E. New Mexico 59 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 72, Mississippi St. 67 
Duke 90, San Diego St. 64 
Gonzaga 84, Illinois 78 
High Point 69, Air Force 62 
Idaho St. 115, Bethesda 60 
Nevada 90, Cal Baptist 55 
Portland 77, Lewis & Clark 57 
St. John’s 82, California 79 
UC Irvine 65, UTSA 56 
UCLA 80, Presbyterian 65 
Utah St. 80, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 63 
Washington St. 84, Cal Poly 70 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Georgetown 70, Pittsburgh 41 

SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 59, Kentucky St. 58 
Alabama 76, Clemson 56 
Barton 63, Elizabeth City St. 58 
Belmont 45, Middle Tennessee 38 
Berea 84, Kentucky Christian 49 
Claflin 72, St. Augustine’s 67 
Francis Marion 67, Chowan 56 
Jacksonville 68, Savannah St. 58 
Louisiana-Lafayette 68, Jackson St. 61 
MVSU 95, Austin Peay 89 
North Alabama 68, Alabama St. 42 
Siena 86, Howard 81 
South Alabama 53, Southern U. 49 
Tennessee Tech 77, W. Carolina 58 
Troy 84, ETSU 66 
Tusculum 74, Virginia St. 48 
UT Martin 108, Christian Brothers 82 
Union (Tenn.) 109, Brescia 50 
Virginia Tech 74, Chattanooga 59 
MIDWEST 

Augsburg 79, Wis.-Superior 63 
Cleveland St. 67, Illinois St. 63 
Michigan 95, Detroit 62 
Missouri 59, SlU-Edwardsville 36 
Wisconsin 65, lUPUl 64 
SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 105, Arlington Baptist 31 
Sam Houston St. 101, Wiley 63 

FAR WEST 

Denver 83, American U. 54 
Louisville 74, Boise St. 55 
Loyola Marymount 70, UC Santa Bar¬ 
bara 57 

Santa Clara 64, Cal St.-Fullerton 60 
Utah 74, Idaho St. 60 


College football 


AP Top 25 

The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press college football poll, with first- 
place votes In parentheses, records 
through Nov. 17, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote, and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pv 

1. Alabama (61) 11-0 1525 1 

2. Clemson 11-0 1455 2 

3. Notre Dame 11-0 1412 3 

4. Michigan 10-1 1327 4 

5. Georgia 10-1 1288 5 

6. Oklahoma 10-1 1182 6 

7. Washington St. 10-1 1149 8 

8. LSU 9-2 1064 10 

8. UCF 10-0 1064 11 

10. Ohio St. 10-1 1019 9 

11. Texas 8-3 856 13 

12. West Virginia 8-2 822 7 

13. Florida 8-3 707 15 

14. Utah St. 10-1 667 14 

15. Penn St. 8-3 659 16 

16. Washington 8-3 631 17 

17. Kentucky 8-3 508 20 

18. Utah 8-3 491 21 

19. Syracuse 8-3 427 12 

20. Northwestern 7-4 307 24 

21. Boise St. 9-2 287 23 

22. Mississippi St. 7-4 260 25 

23. Army 9-2 176 NR 

24. Pittsburgh 7-4 129 NR 

25. Iowa St. 6-4 123 18 

Others receiving votes: Fresno St. 

100, NC State 45, Cincinnati 43, Missouri 
34, Texas A&M 29, Auburn 11, Stanford 8, 
Iowa 8, UAB 5, Houston 3, Wisconsin 2, 
Buffalo 1, Troy 1. 

Amway Coaches Top 25 

The Amway Top 25 football poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Nov. 17, total points based on 25 
points for first place through one point 
for 25th, and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Alabama (63) 11-0 1599 1 

2. Clemson (1) 11-0 1535 2 

3. Notre Dame 11-0 1470 3 

4. Michigan 10-1 1387 4 

5. Georgia 10-1 1347 5 

6. Oklahoma 10-1 1252 6 

7. Washington State 10-1 1195 9 

8. LSU 9-2 1115 10 

9. Central Florida 10-0 1108 11 

10. Ohio State 10-1 1091 8 

11. Texas 8-3 816 14 

12. West Virginia 8-2 766 7 

13. Florida 8-3 748 16 

14. Penn State 8-3 742 15 

15. Utah State 10-1 704 13 

16. Washington 8-3 687 17 

17. Utah 8-3 551 19 

18. Kentucky 8-3 502 21 

19. Syracuse 8-3 432 12 

20. Mississippi State 7-4 397 23 

21. Northwestern 7-4 302 NR 

22. Boise State 9-2 297 24 

23. Fresno State 9-2 119 NR 

24. Army 9-2 97 NR 

25. Pittsburgh 7-4 89 NR 

Others receiving votes: Iowa State 

85: Cincinnati 74; Texas A&M 57; North 
Carolina State 51; Wisconsin 32; Mis¬ 
souri 27; Boston College 22; Auburn 20; 
Appalachian State 18; Troy 16; Alabama 
at Birmingham 12; Iowa 12; Georgia Tech 
10; Duke 7; Oklahoma State 3; Virginia 
2; Buffalo 1; Georgia Southern 1; South 
Carolina 1. 

Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 22 
SOUTH 

MVSU (1-9) at Alabama St. (3-7) 
Mississippi St. (7-4) at Mississippi St. 
(7-4) 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. (3-8) at Air Force (4-7) 

Friday, Nov. 23 
EAST 

Oklahoma (10-1) at West Virginia (8-2) 

SOUTH 

Houston (8-3) at Memphis (7-4) 
Coastal Carolina (5-6) at South Ala¬ 
bama (2-9) 

Virginia (7-4) at Virginia Tech (4-6) 
UCF (10-0) at South Florida (7-4) 

MIDWEST 

Buffalo (9-2) at Bowling Green (3-8) 
Nebraska (4-7) at Iowa (7-4) 

Texas (8-3) at Kansas (3-8) 

E. Michigan (6-5) at Kent St. (2-9) 
Akron (4-6) at Ohio (7-4) 

Cent. Michigan (1-10) at Toledo (6-5) 
Arkansas (2-9) at Missouri (7-4) 

East Carolina (3-7) at Cincinnati (9-2) 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSiONER’S OFFICE - Suspend¬ 
ed Toronto OF Griffin Conine (Vancouver- 
NWL) 50 games and N.Y. Yankee RHP Dan¬ 
iel Marten (Yankees East-GCL) 25 games 
for violating the Minor League Drug Pre¬ 
vention and Treatment Program. 

American League 

DETROIT TIGERS - Selected the con¬ 
tract of RHP Franklin Perez from Lake¬ 
land (FSL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Acquired LHP 
James Paxton from Seattle for LHP Jus¬ 
tus Sheffield, RHP Erik Swanson and OF 
Dom Thompson-Williams. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Traded RHP Chih- 
Wei Hu to Cleveland INF Gionti Turner. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Named J.R. House 
third base/catching coach and Donnie 
Ecker assistant hitting coach. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Named Andy 
Haines hitting coach, Chris Hook pitch¬ 
ing coach, Steve Karsay bullpen coach 
and Scott Barringer trainer. 


College hockey 


FAR WEST 

Oregon (7-4) at Oregon St. (2-9) 
Washington (8-3) at Washington St. 
( 10 - 1 ) 

Saturday, Nov. 24 
EAST 

Syracuse (8-3) at Boston College (7-4) 
Maryland (5-6) at Penn St. (8-3) 
Temple (7-4) at UConn (1-10) 

SOUTH 

Marshall (7-3) at FlU (8-3) 

Florida (8-3) at Florida St. (5-6) 
Georgia Tech (7-4) at Georgia (10-1) 

W. Kentucky (2-9) at Louisiana Tech (7-4) 
NC State (7-3) at North Carolina (2-8) 
Navy (3-8) at Tulane (5-6) 

Wake Forest (5-6) at Duke (7-4) 

NC Central (4-6) at S. Carolina St. (5-5) 
Georgia Southern (8-3) at Georgia St. 
(2-9) 

New Mexico St. (3-8) at Liberty (4-6) 
Troy (9-2) at Appalachian St. (8-2) 
Louisiana-Lafayette (6-6) at Louisi- 
ana-Monroe (6-5) 

UAB (9-2) at Middle Tennessee (7-4) 
Auburn (7-4) at Alabama (11-0) 
Pittsburgh (7-4) at Miami (6-5) 
Tennessee (5-6) at Vanderbilt (5-6) 
Grambling St. (6-4) vs. Southern U. (6- 
3) at New Orleans 

Charlotte (4-7) at FAU (5-6) 

South Carolina (6-4) at Clemson (11-0) 
Kentucky (8-3) at Louisville (2-9) 
MIDWEST 

Purdue (5-6) at Indiana (5-6) 

Michigan (10-1) at Ohio St. (10-1) 
Illinois (4-7) at Northwestern (7-4) 
Minnesota (5-6) at Wisconsin (7-4) 
Rutgers (1-10) at Michigan St. (6-5) 
Kansas St. (5-6) at Iowa St. (6-4) 
SOUTHWEST 

Baylor (5-6) vs. Texas Tech (5-6) at Ar¬ 
lington, Texas 

Old Dominion (4-7) at Rice (1-11) 

Texas Southern (2-8) at Prairie View (4-6) 
Southern Miss. (5-5) at UTEP (1-10) 
SMU (5-6) at Tulsa (2-9) 

Arkansas St. (7-4) at Texas St. (3-8) 
North Texas (8-3) at UTSA (3-8) 

LSU (9-2) at Texas A&M (7-4) 
Oklahoma St. (6-5) at TCU (5-6) 

FAR WEST 

Wyoming (5-6) at New Mexico (3-8) 
Arizona St. (6-5) at Arizona (5-6) 
Stanford (6-4) at UCLA (3-8) 

Colorado (5-6) at California (6-4) 

San Jose St. (1-10) at Fresno St. (9-1) 
Notre Dame (11-0) at Southern Cal (5-6) 
Nevada (7-4) at UNLV (3-8) 

BYU (6-5) at Utah (8-3) 

Utah St. (10-1) at Boise St. (8-2) 

Hawaii (7-5) at San Diego St. (7-4) 

STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Nov. 18 points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (155) 11-0 3875 1 

2. Kennesaw State 10-1 3677 2 

3. Weber State 9-2 3520 3 

4. Eastern Washington 9-2 3413 4 

5. South Dakota State 8-2 3274 5 

6. James Madison 8-3 2978 7 

7. UC Davis 9-2 2761 9 

8. Jacksonville State 8-3 2649 6 

9. Colgate 9-1 2521 8 

10. Princeton 10-0 2322 11 

11. North Carolina A&T 9-2 2273 12 

12. Maine 8-3 2218 16 

13. Wofford 8-3 2185 13 

14. Nicholls 8-3 1906 18 

15. Stony Brook 7-4 1413 10 

16. Towson 7-4 1359 15 

17. Elon 6-4 1272 14 

18. Dartmouth 9-1 1188 20 

19. San Diego 9-2 918 21 

20. Southeast Missouri State 8-3 896 23 

21. Delaware 7-4 791 17 

22. ETSU 8-3 642 19 

23. Montana State 7-4 550 25 

24. UIW 6-4 484 24 

25. Indiana State 7-4 350 NR 

Others: Lamar 294, UNI 128, Alcorn 

State 127, Furman 118, Monmouth 79, 
Duquesne 40, McNeese 37, Illinois State 
23, Idaho State 19, North Dakota 15, Sam- 
ford 13, Sam Houston State 12, Rhode Is¬ 
land 11, Central Arkansas 7, Eastern Ken¬ 
tucky 6, Southern University 4, Abilene 
Christian 3, Montana 2, Stetson 2. 


BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Miami G Josh Richardson 
$25,000 for throwing his shoe into the 
spectator stands during a Nov. 18 game 
against the Los Angeles Lakers. 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Called up G Jaylen 
Adams from Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released K 
Matt McCrane. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed DB 
Lenzy Pipkins to the practice squad. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed DL Destiny 
Vaeao to the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed WR 
Keon Hatcher from the Green Bay prac¬ 
tice squad. Waived WR Saeed Blacknall. 
Placed WR Brandon LaFell on Injured re¬ 
serve. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed LB 
James Onwualu to the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Placed QB 
Alex Smith on injured reserve. Signed QB 


FCS Coaches poll 

Nov. 19 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota St. (26) 11-0 650 1 

2. Kennesaw St. 10-1 622 2 

3. Eastern Washington 9-2 593 3 

4. Weber St. 9-2 571 4 

5. South Dakota St. 8-2 549 5 

6. James Madison 8-3 491 8 

7. Colgate 9-1 468 6 

8. Princeton 10-0 459 9 

9. Jacksonville St. 8-3 451 7 

10. UC Davis 9-2 437 11 

11. North Carolina A&T 9-2 389 13 

12. Wofford 8-3 366 14 

13. Nicholls 8-3 327 15 

14. Maine 8-3 317 19 

15. Dartmouth 9-1 255 20 

16. Stony Brook 7-4 230 10 

17. Elon 6-4 196 12 

18. San Diego 9-2 192 22 

19. Towson 7-4 179 16 

20. Southeast Missouri St. 8-3 178 23 

21. East Tennessee St. 8-3 132 17 

22. Indiana St. 7-4 111 24 

23. Delaware 7-4 90 18 

24. Montana St. 7-4 58 NR 

25. UIW 6-4 45 NR 

Others receiving votes: Monmouth 

(N.J.), 18; Illinois St., 15; Lamar, 14; North¬ 
ern Iowa, 12; Alcorn St., 11; Duquesne, 9; 
McNeese, 9; Furman, 3; Harvard, 1; Idaho 
St., 1; Rhode Island, 1. 

FCS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 24 

Duquesne (8-3) at Towson (7-4) 

Elon (6-4) at Wofford (8-3) 

Stony Brook (7-4) at SE Missouri St. (8-3) 
Incarnate Word (6-4) at Montana St. (7-4) 
Delaware (7-4) at James Madison (8-3) 
San Diego (9-2) at Nicholls St. (8-3) 
Lamar (7-4) at N. Iowa (6-5) 

ETSU (8-3) at Jacksonville St. (8-3) 
Second Round 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

ETSU-Jacksonville St. winner at Maine 
(8-3) 

Delaware-James Madison winner at 
Colgate (9-1) 

Elon-Wofford winner at Kennesaw St. 
( 10 - 1 ) 

Incarnate Word-Montana St. winner 
atN. Dakota St. (11-0) 

Duquesne-Towson winner at S. Dakota 
St. (8-2) 

Stony Brook-SE Missouri St. winner at 
Weber St. (9-2) 

San Diego-Nicholls St. winner at E. 
Washington (9-2) 

Lamar-N. Iowa winner at UC Davis (9-2) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 24 

Slippery Rock (10-2) at New Haven (9-1) 
Hillsdale (10-2) at Notre Dame (Ohio) 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Bowie State (10-1) at Valdosta State 
(10-0) 

Indianapolis (10-1) at Ouachita Bap¬ 
tist (11-0) 

Northwest Missouri State (10-2) at 
Ferris State (12-0) 

Wingate (9-3) at Lenoir-Rhyne (11-1) 
Colorado State-Pueblo (11-1) at Min- 
nesota-Mankato (11-0) 

Texas A&M-Commerce (10-2) at Tar- 
leton State (11-0) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 24 

Centre (10-1) at Mount Union (11-0) 
Randolph-Macon (9-2) at Muhlenberg 
( 10 - 1 ) 

RPI (9-1) at Brockport (11-0) 

Johns Hopkins (lO-l) at Frostburg 
State (10-0) 

Berry (10-1) at Mary Hardin-Baylor (11-0) 
Whitworth (10-0) at St. John’s (Minn.) 
( 11 - 0 ) 

St. Norbert (10-1) at Wisconsin-White- 
water (10-0) 

Bethel (Minn.) (10-1) at North Central 
(III.) (10-1) 

NAIA playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Nov. 24 

Baker (Kan.) (9-2) at Saint Francis 
(Ind.) (9-2) 

St. Xavier (III.) (9-3) at Morningside 
(Iowa) Q2-0) 

Concordia (Mich.) (10-2) at Benedic¬ 
tine (Kan.) (11-1) 

Dickinson State (N.D.) (9-2) at Kansas 
Wesleyan Q2-0) 


Mark Sancez. Terminated the contract of 
OT Jarron Jones. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled F Ste¬ 
ven Fogarty from Hartford (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Fired coach Mike 
Yeo. Named Craig Berube interim coach. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled D 
Jonas Slegenthaler from Hershey (AHL). 
Reassigned G Ilya Samsonov to Hershey. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 
FC DALLAS — Announced coach Os¬ 
car Pareja have mutually agreed to part 

'"^PHILADELPHIA UNION - Exercised the 
contract options of Ds Jack Elliott, Oliv¬ 
ier Mbaizo and Keegan Rosenberry; Ms 
llsinho. Derrick Jones and Fafa Picault; 
and F Cory Burke. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Exercised the 
2019 contract options of G Bryan Mere¬ 
dith, Ds Kim Kee-hee, Chad Marshall and 
Jordan McCrary, MFs Jordy Delem, Alex 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Nov. 18 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (38) 11-1-0 985 2 

2. Minnesota Duluth (7) 9-2-1 920 1 

3. Minnesota State (3) 9-1-0 918 3 

4. Massachusetts (2) 10-1-0 860 4 

5. Ohio State 8-3-1 763 6 

6. Penn State 9-2-0 695 5 

7. Denver 6-3-1 693 7 

8. Notre Dame 7-4-1 655 8 

9. Providence 7-3-1 639 9 

10. Quinnipiac 9-2-0 486 14 

11. Union 7-3-1 474 12 

12. Bowling Green 8-3-2 469 10 

13. Northeastern 7-3-1 447 13 

14. Michigan 6-5-0 293 16 

15. Cornell 5-3-0 251 17 

16. Arizona State 10-4-0 230 18 

17. North Dakota 5-5-1 206 11 

18. Princeton 3-3-1 169 15 

19. Miami 9-5-0 128 20 

20. Lake Superior 6-3-1 78 NR 

Others receiving votes: Clarkson 32, 

Western Michigan 27, Bemidji State 25, 
Minnesota 24, RIT 17, UMass Lowell 9, 
Boston University 3, Michigan Tech 2, 
Dartmouth 1, Mercyhurst 1. 


MLS playoffs 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-bome 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, Atlanta 
advances on 4-1 aggregate 

New Yok 3, Columbus 0, New York ad¬ 
vances on 3-1 aggregate 

Western Conference 
Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate; 
Portland advanced on 4-2 penalty kicks 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Real Salt Lake 
2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 aggre- 

Conference Cbampionsbips 
Home-and-bome 
Eastern Conference 
First leg 

Sunday, Nov. 25: New York at Atlanta 

Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Atlanta at New York 
Western Conference 
First leg 

Sunday, Nov. 25: Sporting Kansas City 
at Portland 

Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Portland at Sport¬ 
ing Kansas City 

MLS Cup 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Sporting Kansas City-Portland winner 
: Atlanta-New York winner 


AP sportlight 


1953 — Notre Dame ties Iowa 14-14 by 
faking injuries in both halves. With two 
seconds to go in the first half, a Notre 
Dame player stops the clock by faking 
an injury and the Fightin’ Irish score on 
the next play. With six seconds left in the 
game and Notre Dame out of timeouts, 
two players fake injuries and the Irish 
score on the last play to tie the game. 

1981 — Brigham Young’s Jim McMa¬ 
hon passes for 552 yards in a 56-28 vic¬ 
tory over Utah. Gordon Hudson sets the 
NCAA record for yards gained by a tight 
end with 259. 

1982 — The NFL resumes play after 
seven weeks of the season were can¬ 
celed when the NFL Players Association 
went on strike Sept. 23. Joe Montana 
passes for 408 yards and three touch¬ 
downs in San Francisco’s 31-20 triumph 
over the St. Louis Cardinals. 

1987 — The Columbia Lions extend 
their Division l-record losing streak to 
41 games with a 19-16 loss to Brown. 
Columbia gives up a touchdown with 47 
seconds left In the game. 

1987 — Southwestern Louisiana quar¬ 
terback Brian Mitchell rushes for 271 
yards and four touchdowns and passes 
for 205 yards in a 35-28 victory over Colo¬ 
rado State. 

1990 — Atlanta’s Moses Malone be¬ 
comes the seventh player in NBA history 
to reach the 25,000 point plateau by scor¬ 
ing 22 points in the Hawks’ 105-93 loss to 
Milwaukee at the Bradley Center. 

1998 — Villanova’s Brian Westbrook 
becomes the first player to record 1,000 
yards rushing and receiving in the same 
season, and catches two touchdowns to 
lead the Wildcats to a 27-15 victory over 
Rhode Island. 

2004 — Roger Federer wins a record 
13th straight final, beating Lleyton 
Hewitt 6-3, 6-2 in the title match of the 
ATP Masters Cup. Federer breaks the re¬ 
cord of 12 straight finals victories shared 
by Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe. 

2008 — Michigan’s 42-7 drubbing by 
Ohio State put a merciful end to the 
worst season in Michigan’s 129 years of 
intercollegiate football The Wolverines 
(3-9) lose the most games in school his- 
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SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Rangers’ Beltre retiring after 21 seasons 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


The Rangers’ Adrian Beltre tips his cap as he walks off the field on 
Sept. 30 during the fifth inning against the Seattle Mariners. Beltre 
announced his retirement Tuesday after 21 seasons and 3,166 hits 
in the major leagues. 


Associated Press 

Adrian Beltre of the Texas 
Rangers retired Tuesday after 
21 seasons in a career in which 
he hit 477 home runs and became 
the first player from the Domini¬ 
can Republic to have 3,000 hits. 

The 39-year-old third base- 
man announced his decision in a 
statement released by the Rang¬ 
ers, saying it is time for the “next 
chapter of my life.” 

“After careful consideration 
and many sleepless nights, I have 
made the decision to retire from 
what I’ve been doing my whole 
life, which is playing baseball, the 
game I love,” Beltre said. “I have 
thought about it a lot and although 
I appreciate all the opportuni¬ 
ties and everything that baseball 
has given me, it’s time to call it a 
career.” 

Beltre was a .286 hitter with 
1,707 RBIs in 2,933 career games. 
His 3,166 hits rank 16th on base¬ 
ball’s career list, with his hom¬ 
ers total 30th and RBIs 24th. He 
played 2,759 games at third base 
— only Hall of Famer Brooks 
Robinson had more. 

The four-time All-Star and five¬ 
time Gold Glove winner made his 
big league debut at 19 with the 
Dodgers in 1998. 

In his statement, Beltre thanked 
former Dodgers manager Tommy 
Lasorda for “believing in this 
young kid from the Dominican 
Republic when others thought I 
was too young to be called up” to 
the m^ors. 

Beltre played with Los Ange¬ 
les until 2004, then was with the 
Seattle Mariners from 2005-09 
and the Boston Red Sox in 2010. 
He joined the Rangers as a free 
agent in 2011 and appeared in his 
only World Series in his first sea¬ 
son with Texas. 

“We have been honored to have 
Adrian Beltre as a Texas Ranger 
for the last eight years,” team co- 
chairman and managing part¬ 
ner Ray Davis said. “Adrian has 
represented this organization in 
an exemplary fashion on and off 
the field, and it has been a privi¬ 
lege for all of us to be associated 
with him. He is one of the great¬ 
est third basemen to ever play 
this game. But his greatest legacy 
will be as a teammate, a mentor, a 
husband and a father.” 

Beltre hit .273 with 15 hom¬ 


ers and 65 RBIs in 119 games 
this season, when he went on the 
disabled list twice because of an 
ailing left hamstring that also 
bothered him at the end of the 
2017 season. 

He got his 3,000th career hit 
on July 30, 2017, the 31st mgjor 
leaguer to reach that milestone. 

Yankees get ace Paxton 
from Mariners 

NEW YORK — James Paxton 
spent the first two months of the 
2016 season in the minor leagues 
after an awful spring training 
caused his demotion. 

When he returned to the ma¬ 
jors, he quickly emerged as the 
Mariners’ ace, and now the Yan¬ 
kees hope he can bolster the thin 
rotation that contributed to New 
York’s loss to Boston in the AL Di¬ 
vision Series. New York acquired 
the 30-year-old left-hander from 
the rebuilding Seattle Mariners 
on Monday for top prospect Jus¬ 
tus Sheffield and two other minor 
leaguers. 

“I think I’ll be a great fit. They 
seem very committed to winning, 
and so am I,” Paxton said. 

New York sent the left-hand¬ 
ed Sheffield to the Mariners 
along with right-hander Erik 
Swanson and outfielder Dom 


Thompson-Williams. 

Paxton turned 30 on Nov. 6 and 
went 11-6 with a 3.76 ERA in 28 
starts last season, including a 16- 
strikeout start against Oakland on 
May 2 and a no-hitter at Toronto 
six days later. He struck out 208 
and walked 42 in a career-high 
160 Vs innings, allowing 23 home 
runs. 

Paxton is 41-26 in six m^or 
league seasons, making six trips 
to the disabled list in the last five 
years. 

Oilers fire McLellan, 
hire Hitchcock 

EDMONTON, Alberta — The 
Edmonton Oilers fired coach 
Todd McLellan on Tuesday and 
replaced him with Ken Hitchcock 
with hopes of reviving a team lan¬ 
guishing in sixth place in the Pa¬ 
cific Division. 

McLellan was in his fourth 
season behind the Oilers’ bench. 
The team missed the playoffs in 
two of his previous three seasons 
despite having superstar Connor 
McDavid on its roster and the Oil¬ 
ers were just 9-10-1 entering their 
game Tuesday night at San Jose. 

McLellan is the fourth coach to 
be fired already this season, fol¬ 
lowing John Stevens in Los Ange¬ 
les, Joel Quenneville in Chicago 


and Mike Yeo in St. Louis. 

The Oilers have lost six of their 
last seven games and only the 
Blues and Los Angeles Kings are 
below them in the Western Con¬ 
ference standings. 

“Obviously it is frustrating, 
there is no other way to say it,” 
McDavid said Sunday after a loss 
to Vegas. “Especially because we 
have shown we can be a good team. 
We had that 8-1-1 stretch where 
we looked really good and now we 
have wavered and find ourselves 
dipping a bit. We just have to get 
back to that brand of hockey that 
we know we can play.” 

The 66-year-old Hitchcock an¬ 
nounced his retirement in April 
after a 22-year coaching career, 
which included a Stanley Cup with 
the Dallas Stars in 1999. He had 
two stints in Dallas as well as head 
coaching stops in Philadelphia 
(2002-2006), Columbus (2006- 
2010) and St. Louis (2011-2017). 

Blues dump Yeo, name 
Berube interim coach 

ST. LOUIS — Amid a disap¬ 
pointing showing that fell well 
short of Stanley Cup expecta¬ 
tions, the St. Louis Blues fired 
coach Mike Yeo a quarter of the 
way into the season and named 
Craig Berube as his interim 
replacement. 

St. Louis general manager 
Doug Armstrong announced 
the change hours after Monday 
night’s loss to the Los Angeles 
Kings, the Blues’ third shutout in 
the last four games. At 7-9-3, the 
Blues are in last place in the Cen¬ 
tral Division, and their 17 points 
rank next-to-last in the NHL, 
ahead of only Los Angeles. 

Something had to give for the 
Blues after they failed to make 
the playoffs last season, falling 
one point short when they lost to 
Colorado in their 82nd game. 

Berube had been an associ¬ 
ate coach on Yeo’s staff since the 
summer of 2017. Before that, he 
was coach of the Blues’ AHL af¬ 
filiate and has NHL head-coach¬ 
ing experience from parts of two 
seasons with Philadelphia. 

Calgary ends bid to 
host 2026 Olympics 

CALGARY, Alberta — Cal¬ 


gary’s bid to host the 2026 Winter 
Olympics is over. 

The City Council voted Monday 
to end the bid following last week’s 
nonbinding vote in which 56 per¬ 
cent of those who went to the polls 
voted against the games. 

Stockholm and a joint Ital¬ 
ian bid from Milan and Cortina 
d’Ampezzo are still in the run¬ 
ning for 2026. 

Calgary hosted the 1988 Win¬ 
ter Olympics. The venues from 
those games remain in use three 
decades later and were the foun¬ 
dation of plans for another Winter 
Games and Paralympics. 

But a cost-sharing agreement 
among the federal, provincial and 
municipal governments wasn’t 
completed until Oct. 31 — less 
than two weeks before the vote at 
the polls. 

The bid corporation Calgary 
2026 estimated the total cost of 
hosting the games at $5.1 billion. 
The group asked for a $2,875 bil¬ 
lion contribution split among the 
city, provincial and federal gov¬ 
ernments. The Alberta govern¬ 
ment committed $700 million and 
the Canadian government $1.45 
billion. The city was asked to con¬ 
tribute $390 million. 

Brown football coach 
Estes resigns 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Brown 
football coach Phil Estes is step¬ 
ping down. 

University officials said Estes 
resigned Monday, effective im¬ 
mediately. He was named head 
coach in 1998 and led the team to 
three Ivy League titles. 

He finished 115-94 overall, 
making him the second-win- 
ningest coach in program history. 
But the Bears have struggled 
recently, with Estes’ resignation 
coming after a 1-9 season ended 
with a 49-7 loss to Dartmouth. 

Estes said he is deeply grateful 
to Brown for the opportunity to 
coach the team and several out¬ 
standing players. 

Some players have gone on to 
win Super Bowl titles, including 
James Develin of the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots and Zak DeOssie of 
the New York Giants. 

Athletic director Jack Hayes 
said the search for the next coach 
will begin immediately. 
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Scoreboard 


Sabres extend 
winning streak 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The Buf¬ 
falo Sabres might be for real. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins might be in 
real trouble. 

The proof came over the final 
30 minutes of Buffalo’s rousing 
5-4 overtime victory on Mon¬ 
day night. The Sabres reeled off 
the final four goals, the last on a 
shot from the right circle by Jack 
Eichel that squirted past Casey 
DeSmith 45 seconds into the 
extra period to give Buffalo its 
sixth straight win. 

“It’s just unbelievable the resil¬ 
iency the past two weeks,” Sabres 
head coach Phil Housley said. 

Buffalo beat the Penguins for 
just the second time in the last 
11 meetings by hanging in there 
after Pittsburgh took a 4-1 lead. 
Momentum shifted early in the 
second period when the Sabres 
killed a 5-on-3 power play to keep 
the deficit at three. Zach Bogo- 
sian kick-started the comeback 
with a one-timer 10:39 into the 
second and the young Sabres took 
off from there. 

Tage Thompson, Casey Nel¬ 
son and Casey Mittlestadt also 
scored for Buffalo, which has 
won six straight for the first time 
since the 2009-10 season. Carter 
Hutton withstood an early flurry 
from Pittsburgh and finished 
with 36 saves. 

Kings 2, Blues 0: Rookie goalie 
Calvin Peterson earned his first 
NHL shutout and rookie forward 


Matt Luff scored his first goal as 
visiting Los Angeles blanked St. 
Louis. 

Peterson, making his third start 
for the Kings, stopped 29 shots. 
He is the 24th rookie goaltender 
to start a game for Los Angeles. 
In college at Notre Dame and in 
the minor leagues, Peterson had 
20 shutouts. 

Maple Leafs 4, Blue Jackets 

2: Zach Hyman scored two goals 
late in third period and host To¬ 
ronto extended its winning streak 
to four games. 

Rangers 2 , Stars 1: Filip Chyt- 
il scored the tiebreaking goal 4:32 
into the third period to rally host 
New York past Dallas. 

Panthers 7 , Senators 5: Mike 
Hoffman scored and extended his 
point streak to 16 games in his re¬ 
turn to Ottawa after being traded 
to Florida. 

Capitals 5, Canadians 4 { 01 ): 

Lars Eller scored with less than 
90 seconds left in overtime as 
visiting Washington rallied past 
Montreal. 

Predators 3, Lightning 2: 

Ryan Johansen had a goal and an 
assist and Pekka Rinne stopped 
29 shots as host Nashville won its 
second straight. 

Flames 7, Golden Knights 2: 
Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau tied career-highs with 
four points each for host Calgary. 

Jets 6, Canucks 3: Patrik Laine 
recorded a hat trick and led visit¬ 
ing Winnipeg past Vancouver. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 

The Buffalo Sabres’ Jack Eichel, right, celebrates his game-winning 
overtime goal with Patrik Berglund during Monday’s game against 
the Penguins in Pittsburgh. The Sabres won 5-4 in overtime. 


Eastern Conference 


21 13 

21 11 
20 11 


Toronto 
Tampa Bay 
Buffalo 
Montreal 
Boston 
Ottawa 

Detroit s a i i\i 

Florida 18 8 7 3 19 

Metropolitan Division 

Columbus 21 12 7 2 26 

"Y. Rangers 21 " 


0 30 74 53 
1 29 76 61 


Washington 20 
N.Y. Islanders 19 
Carolina 20 
Philadelphia 20 
New Jersey 19 
Pittsburgh 19 


3 23 68 67 


2 20 63 71 


Western Conference 


Centrai Division 
GP W L OT 

21 15 5 1 

19 12 5 2 

21 12 7 2 

20 10 6 4 

21 11 8 2 

21 8 8 5 


Pts GF GA 

31 70 49 
26 61 48 
26 65 57 
24 71 59 

24 59 54 
21 56 70 
17 56 59 

25 69 63 


22 70 84 
21 48 65 
19 49 48 
19 57 66 


Nashville 
Winnipeg 
Minnesota 
Colorado 
Dallas 
Chicago 
St. Louis 19 


Calgary 21 12 

San Jose 21 11 

Vancouver 23 10 

Anaheim 22 8 

Arizona 19 9 

Edmonton 20 9 

Vegas 22 9 12 1 19 58 68 

Los Angeles 20 7 12 1 15 41 61 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Dallas 6, N.Y. Islanders 2 
Carolina 2, New Jersey 1 
Chicago 3, Minnesota 1 
Vegas 6, Edmonton 3 
Colorado 4, Anaheim 3, OT 
Monday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Dallas 1 
Toronto 4, Columbus 2 
Buffalo 5, Pittsburgh 4, OT 
Washington 5, Montreal 4, OT 
Florida 7, Ottawa 5 
Nashville 3, Tampa Bay 2 
Los Angeles 2, St. Louis 0 
Calgary 7, Vegas 2 
Winnipeg 6, Vancouver 3 
Tuesday’s game 
Edmonton at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Carolina 
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 
Dallas at Pittsburgh 
Chicago at Washington 
Montreal at New Jersey 
Florida at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at Buffalo 
Boston at Detroit 
Ottawa at Minnesota 
St. Louis at Nashville 
Vegas at Arizona 
Winnipeg at Calgary 
Vancouver at Anaheim 
Colorado at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Rangers 2, Stars 1 

Dallas 0 1 0-1 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 1—2 

Second Period— 1, Dallas, Seguin 7 
(Spezza, Lindell), 2:17 (pp). 2, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Vesey 7 (Staal, Howden), 9:38. 

Third Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, Chytil 4 
(B.Smith), 4:32. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 7-5-5-17. N.Y. 
Rangers 4-9-10—23. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
4; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Dallas, Bishop 8-5-1 (13 

shots-12 saves), Khudobin 3-3-1 (10-9). 
N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 8-6-2 (17-16). 
A-17,071 (18,006). T-2;21. 

Kings 2, Blues 0 

Los Angeles 0 1 1—2 

St. Louis 0 0 0-0 

Second Period— 1, Los Angeles, Luff 1 
(Hagelin, Kempe), 8:18. 

Third Period— 2, Los Angeles, Kopitar 6 
(Brown, Doughty), 19:30. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 7-12-8— 
27. St. Louis 11-6-12-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les Oof 0; St. Louis Oof 2. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Petersen 2-1-0 
(29 shots-29 saves). St. Louis, Allen 5-5-3 
(26-25). 

A-16,860 (19,150). T-2:21. 


Maple Leafs 4, Blue Jackets 2 

Columbus 2 0 0—2 

Toronto 0 2 2—4 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Atkinson 
13 (Dubois), 14:39. 2, Columbus, Dubois 
10 (Panarin, Atkinson), 19:10. 

Second Period— 3, Toronto, Ennis 3 
(Hainsey, Gauthier), 13:01.4, Toronto, Ta¬ 
vares 13 (Kapanen, Marner), 17:20. 

Third Period— 5, Toronto, Hyman 2 (Ta¬ 
vares, Rielly), 15:38. 6, Toronto, Hyman 3 
(Marner, Hainsey), 18:59. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 14-11-14— 
39. Toronto 6-11-9-26. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
0 of 0; Toronto 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Columbus, Bobrovsky 7-7-0 
(25 shots-22 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
12-5-0 (39-37). 

A-19,134 (18,819). T-2:31. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Rangers goaltender Henrik Lundqvist makes a save during the third 
period of Monday’s game against the Dallas Stars in New York. 


Panthers 7 , Senators 5 


First Period— 1, Ottawa, Duchene 9 
(Jaros, Chabot), 1:53. 2, Florida, Brouwer 
4 (Lammikko), 4:44. 3, Florida, Barkov 6 
(Yandle, Trocheck), 6:35 (pp). 4, Florida, 
McCann 2 (Hunt), 11:03. 5, Florida, Da- 
donov 9 (Barkov, Ekblad), 19:59. 

Second Period— 6 , Ottawa, Duchene 10 
(Batherson), 1:32. 7, Ottawa, Batherson 2 
(Laj'oie, Duchene), 4:39 (pp). 8, Florida, 
Haley 1 (Lammikko, Ekblad), 8:49. 9, Flor¬ 
ida, Vatrano 6 (Lammikko), 16:29. 

Third Period— 10, Ottawa, Smith 3 
(Borowiecki, Ryan), 6:35. 11, Ottawa, 
Tkachuk 6 (Tierney, Stone), 9:30. 12, Flor¬ 
ida, Hoffman 9 (Huberdeau, Lammikko), 
18:20. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 14-10-8—32. 
Ottawa 8-15-15-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 2; Ottawa 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Florida, Reimer 3-4-1 (38 
shots-33 saves). Ottawa, McKenna 0-1-0 
(10-9), Anderson 9-6-3 (22-16). 

A-11,570 (18,572). T-2:43. 


Sabres 5, Penguins 4 (OT) 

Buffalo 12 1 1-5 

Pittsburgh 2 2 0 0-4 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Brassard 
2 (Hornqvist), 8:46. 2, Buffalo, Thomp¬ 
son 1 (RIstolainen, Reinhart), 11:43. 3, 
Pittsburgh, Kessel 10 (Pearson, Malkin), 
16:15. 

Second Period— 4, Pittsburgh, Guent- 
zel 7 (Hornqvist), 1:24. 5, Pittsburgh, 
Pearson 1 (Malkin, Johnson), 5:00. 6, Buf¬ 
falo, Bogosian 2 (Skinner, Eichel), 10:39. 
7, Buffalo, Nelson 1 (Sheary, Okposo), 
18:12. 

Third Period-8, Buffalo, Mittelstadt 3 
(Bogosian, Okposo), 11:12. 

Overtime— 9, Buffalo, Eichel 5 (Risto- 
lainen), 0:45. 

Shots on Goal— Buffalo 10-11-18-1—40. 
Pittsburgh 15-16-9-40. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 3; Pittsburgh 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Hutton 9-6-1 (40 
shots-36 saves). Pittsburgh, DeSmith 3- 
3-3 (40-35). 

A-18,618 (18,387). T-2:37. 


Predators 3, Lightning 2 

Tampa Bay 1 0 1—2 

Nashville 1 2 0—3 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Hedman 4 
(Point, Cernak), 5:10.2, Nashville, Turris 5 
(Jarnkrok, Ekholm), 15:19 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Nashville, Forsberg 
13 (Ekholm, Johansen), 6:43. 4, Nashville, 
Johansen 4 (Smith, Josi), 10:16. 

Third Period— 5, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
8 (McDonagh, Point), 3:25. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 8-9-14—31. 
Nashville 16-13-5-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 

Bay 0 of 2; Nashville 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 5-3-0 
(34 shots-31 saves). Nashville, Rinne 8- 
2-1 (31-29). 

A-17,419 (17,113). T-2:28. 


Capitais 5, Canadians 4 (OT) 

Washington 2 111-5 

Montreal 1 3 0 0-4 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Reilly 2 
(Peca), 9:20. 2, Washington, Connolly 3 
(Orlov, Carlson), 13:16. 3, Washington, 
Ovechkin 14 (Orlov, Wilson), 14:40. 

Second Period— 4, Montreal, Gallagh¬ 
er 10 (Danault, Petry), 0:20. 5, Montreal, 
Petry 2 (Kotkanlemi, Domi), 1:08 (pp). 6, 
Montreal, Agostino 1 (Kotkaniemi, Leh- 
konen), 1:35. 7, Washington, Backstrom 6 
(Djoos, Bowey), 13:20. 

Third Period— 8 , Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 15 (Carlson, Wilson), 1:02 (pp). 

Overtime— 9, Washington, Eller 4 (Vra- 
na, Kempny), 3:34. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 8-11-14- 
1-34. Montreal 18-16-7-3-44. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 2; Montreal 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Washington, Holtby 6-5-2 
(22 shots-22 saves), Copley 4-2-1 (22-18). 
Montreal, Price 7-4-4 (34-29). 

A-21,911 (21,288). T-2:52. 

Fiames 7 , Goiden Knights 2 

Vegas 0 0 2-2 

Calgary 5 2 0-7 

First Period— 1, Calgary, Tkachuk 10 
(Giordano, Gaudreau), 2:36 (pp). 2, Cal¬ 
gary, Gaudreau 7 (Lindholm, Monahan), 
6:49. 3, Calgary, Monahan 11 (Gaudreau), 
10:59. 4, Calgary, Brodie 1 (Tkachuk, 
Giordano), 13:52. 5, Calgary, Monahan 12 
(Gaudreau, Tkachuk), 16:57 (pp). 

Second Period— 6 , Calgary, Tkachuk 
11 (Backlund), 0:24. 7, Calgary, Bennett 3 
(Hanifin, Ryan), 4:22 (pp). 

Third Period— 8 , Vegas, Holden 3 
(Reaves, Karlsson), 0:47. 9, Vegas, Pacio- 
retty 4 (Marchessault, Smith), 5:14 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 6-7-9-22. Cal¬ 
gary 14-10-8-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
2; Calgary 3 of 6. 

Goalies—Vegas, Subban 0-4-0 (32 
shots-25 saves). Calgary, Rittich 7-1-0 
(22-20). 

A-17,635 (19,289). T-2:23. 


Jets 6, Canucks 3 

Winnipeg 3 1 2-6 

Vancouver 1 2 0—3 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Little 4, 
1:13. 2, Vancouver, Pettersson 12 (Hut¬ 
ton, Goldobin), 8:09 (pp). 3, Winnipeg, 
Scheifele 11 (Trouba, Ehlers), 14:00. 4, 
Winnipeg, Connor 10 (Byfuglien, Scheif¬ 
ele), 14:39 (pp). 

Second Period— 5, Winnipeg, Laine 9 
(Connor), 10:04. 6, Vancouver, Motte 2 
(Horvat), 11:21 (sh). 7, Vancouver, Goldo¬ 
bin 3, 16:08. 

Third Period—8 , Winnipeg, Laine 10 
(Little, Connor), 14:11.9, Winnipeg, Laine 
11 (Myers, Connor), 18:08. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 23-10-16— 
49. Vancouver 7-9-9—25. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
1 of 5; Vancouver 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 9-5-1 
(25 shots-22 saves). Vancouver, Mark- 
strom 7-7-2 (48-43). 

A-17,917 (18,910). T-2:32. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 13 4 .765 - 

Philadelphia 12 7 .632 2 

Boston 9 8 .529 4 

Brooklyn 7 10 .412 6 

New York 4 13 .235 9 

Southeast Division 

Orlando 9 8 .529 - 

Charlotte 8 8 .500 'h 

Miami 6 10 .375 Vh 

Washington 5 11 .313 IVi 

Atlanta 3 14 .176 6 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 12 4 .750 - 

Indiana 11 6 .647 I'h 

Detroit 8 6 .571 3 

Chicago 4 13 .235 8Vz 

Cleveland 2 13 .133 m 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Memphis 11 " 

New Orleans 10 . ... 

Houston 8 7 .533 2Vi 

San Antonio 8 g — - 

Dallas 7 9 

Northwest Division 
Portland 11 5 

Oklahoma City 10 6 

Denver 10 7 

Utah 8 9 

Minnesota 7 10 

Pacific Division 
LA. Clippers 11 5 

Golden State 12 6 

L.A. Lakers 9 7 

Sacramento 9 8 .529 IVi 

Phoenix 3 13 ‘ 

Monday’s games 
Charlotte 117, Boston 112 
Detroit 113, Cleveland 102 
Indiana 121, Utah 94 
Philadelphia 119, Phoenix 114 
L.A. Clippers 127, Atlanta 119 
Memphis 98, Dallas 88 
Milwaukee 104, Denver 98 
New Orleans 140, San Antonio 126 
Sacramento 117, Oklahoma City 113 
Tuesday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at Wasnington 
Toronto at Orlando 
Brooklyn at Miami 
Portland at New York 

Wednesday’s games 
Indiana at Charlotte 
New Orleans at Philadelphia 
New York at Boston 
Toronto at Atlanta 
Denver at Minnesota 
Detroit at Houston 
L.A. Lakers at Cleveland 
Phoenix at Chicago 
Portland at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at Dallas 
Memphis at San Antonio 
Sacramento at Utah 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
Minnesota at Brooklyn 
Memphis at L.A. Clippers 
Houston at Detroit 
Boston at Atlanta 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
New Orleans at New York 
Washington at Toronto 
Charlotte at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Chicago 
San Antonio at Indiana 
Phoenix at Milwaukee 
Orlando at Denver 
Portland at Golden State 
Utah at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Kings 117, Thunder 113 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-24 5-5 
27, Grant 3-9 2-2 8, Adams 5-10 1-4 11, 
Westbrook 12-25 1-2 29, Diallo 7-7 2-2 
18, Patterson 0-5 0-0 0, Burton 0-2 0-0 0, 
Schroder 3-17 0-0 6, Felton 1-1 0-0 3, Lu- 
wawu-Cabarrot 5-8 0-1 11. Totals 45-108 

11- 16 113. 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert9-18 1-1 23, 
Bjelica 5-6 0-0 12, Cauley-Stein 4-14 1-2 9, 
Fox 1-10 4-6 6, Hield 9-18 2-2 25, Jackson 

1-1 0-0 3, Giles III 2-7 0-0 4, Bagley III 6-11 

3- 6 15, Mason 2-4 0-0 4, Bogdanovic 6-13 
0-0 16. Totals 45-102 11-17 117. 

Oklahoma City 24 32 29 28-113 

Sacramento 37 32 15 33-117 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 

12- 41 (Westbrook 4-10, George 4-14, Di¬ 
allo 2-2, Felton 1-1, Luwawu-Cabarrot 

1-3, Patterson 0-5, Schroder 0-6), Sac¬ 
ramento 16-38 (Hield 5-10, Bogdanovic 

4- 9, Shumpert 4-11, Bjelica 2-3, Jackson 
1-1, Bagley III 0-1, Fox 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 53 (Ad¬ 
ams 15), Sacramento 59 (Cauley-Stein 
14). Assists—Oklahoma City 22 (West¬ 
brook 7), Sacramento 29 (Fox 13). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 22, Sacramento 
18. Technicals—Adams, Cauley-Stein, 
Fox. A-16,250 (17,608). 

Pelicans 140, Spurs 126 

SAN ANTONIO - Gay 6-18 5-5 17, Cun¬ 
ningham 7-7 0-0 19, Aldridge 2-11 3-4 7, 
Forbes 7-8 1-2 20, DeRozan 7-19 7-7 21, 
Pondexter 1-1 2-2 4, Eubanks 2-3 0-0 4, 
Metu 4-5 0-0 8, Poeltl 4-6 3-6 11, Mills 1-4 
0-0 2, White 1-4 0-0 2, Belinelli 3-8 3-4 11. 
Totals 45-94 24-30 126. 

NEW ORLEANS - Johnson 2-5 0-0 5, Da¬ 
vis 13-22 3-3 29, Mirotic 4-7 2-2 13, Holiday 
8-13 3-5 21, Moore 11-16 0-0 24, Miller 4-7 
0-0 9, Randle 9-13 3-3 21, Diallo 1-1 0-0 2, 
Okafor 0-0 0-0 0, Clark 2-7 0-0 4, Jackson 

5- 11 1-1 12. Totals 59-102 12-14 140. 



The Bucks’ Giannis 
Antetokounmpo, ieft, and the 
Nuggets’ Paul Millsap battle 
for the ball during the second 
half Monday in Milwaukee. The 
Bucks won 104-98. 

San Antonio 39 28 30 29-126 

New Orleans 30 38 40 32-140 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 12-24 
(Cunningham 5-5, Forbes 5-6, Belinelli 2- 
5, White 0-1, Metu 0-1, Mills 0-2, Gay 0-4), 
New Orleans 10-26 (Mirotic 3-4, Moore 2-3, 
Holiday 2-4, Johnson 1-3, Miller 1-3, Jack- 
son 1-4, Davis 0-1, Randle 0-1, Clark 0-3). 
Rebounds—San Antonio 44 (Aldridge 10), 
New Orleans 42 (Randle 14). Assists—San 
Antonio 22 (DeRozan 5), New Orleans 34 
(Randle 10). Total Fouls—San Antonio 20, 
New Orleans 23. Technicals—San Antonio 
coach Spurs (Defensive three second). 
New Orleans coach Pelicans (Defensive 
three second). A-14,675 (16,867). 

Bucks 104, Nuggets 98 


a|j o, JUMC 0-10 1-1 zu, iviuF lai 

. _ . 1-2 17, Harris 6-16 0-0 14, Lyles 3-8 0-L 
6, Plumlee 2-3 1-2 5, M.Morris 5-9 0-0 10, 
Beasley 4-7 0-0 12. Totals 40-94 6-9 98. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 4-15 4-4 13, 
Antetokounmpo 13-25 3-6 29, Lopez 3-10 
0-0 8, Bledsoe 8-10 4-9 23, Brogdon 5-11 

2- 3 13, Ilyasova 3-6 0-0 8, Maker 0-0 0-0 0, 
Brown 1-4 0-0 2, Snell 1-4 0-0 3, Connaugh- 
ton 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 40-88 13-22 104. 

Denver 29 27 21 21- 98 

Milwaukee 25 21 32 26-104 

Three-point goals—Denver 12-41 (Bea¬ 
sley 4-7, Jokic 3-8, Murray 2-5, Harris 2-6, 
Hernangomez 1-5, M.Morris 0-2, Lyles 0- 
4, Millsap 0-4), Milwaukee 11-36 (Bledsoe 

3- 4, Ilyasova 2-2, Lopez 2-7, Connaughton 

1- 2, Brogdon 1-2, Snell 1-3, Middleton 1-8, 
Brown 0-2, Antetokounmpo 0-6). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 43 (Mill¬ 
sap 9), Milwaukee 51 (Antetokounmpo 
12). Assists—Denver 30 (Murray 9), Mil¬ 
waukee 21 (Antetokounmpo 6). Total 
Fouls—Denver 20, Milwaukee 16. Tech¬ 
nicals—Denver coach Michael Malone. 
A-17,341 (17,500). 

Grizzlies 98, Mavericks 88 

DALLAS — Barnes 3-14 3-4 10, Doncic 
6-20 0-0 15, Jordan 6-12 5-6 17, Smith Jr. 
6-15 4-5 19, Finney-Smith 5-10 0-0 13, Kle- 
ber 0-4 2-2 2, Harris 1-4 2-2 4, Brunson 3- 
9 2-2 8, Broekhoff 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-88 
18-21 88. 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 4-6 0-0 8, Jack- 
son Jr. 6-13 1-1 13, Gasol 6-16 5-6 17, Con¬ 
ley 10-18 1-2 28, Temple 3-3 4-4 12, CasspI 
0-2 0-0 0, Green 5-8 0-0 12, Mack 1-3 0-0 3, 
Selden 1-4 1-1 3, M.Brooks 1-6 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 37-79 12-14 98. 

Dallas 21 28 25 14-88 

Memphis 25 28 21 24-98 

Three-point goals—Dallas 10-32 
(Finney-Smith 3-6, Smith Jr. 3-6, Doncic 
3-9, Barnes 1-7, Harris 0-1, Brunson 0-1, 
Kleber 0-2), Memphis 12-30 (Conley 7-11, 
Temple 2-2, Green 2-4, Mack 1-1, Ander¬ 
son 0-1, M.Brooks 0-1, Selden 0-2, Jack- 
son Jr. 0-3, Gasol 0-5). Rebounds—Dallas 
43 (Jordan 20), Memphis 45 (Gasol 15). 
Assists—Dallas 17 (Smith Jr. 5), Mem¬ 
phis 29 (Conley 7). Total Fouls-Dallas 19, 
Memphis 21. Technicals—Dallas coach 
Mavericks (Defensive three second), 
Memphis coach Grizzlies (Defensive 
three second). A-15,997 (18,119). 

76ers 119, Suns 114 

PHOENIX - Ariza 4-8 0-2 10, Warren 8- 
15 3-4 21, Ayton 8-11 1-2 17, Booker 13-28 
5-7 37, Bridges 5-7 0-0 13, J.Jackson 1-3 

2- 2 4, Holmes 5-6 0-3 10, Canaan 0-3 1-2 
1, Crawford 0-6 1-2 1, Daniels 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 44-87 13-24 114. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 4-9 8-8 16, 
Chandler 1-4 0-0 2, Embild 12-23 9-12 33, 
Simmons 9-13 1-6 19, Redick 6-13 3-4 17, 
Muscala 4-6 9-11 19, Johnson 0-2 0-0 0, 
Shamet 3-4 1-1 9, Fultz 0-2 0-0 0, McCon¬ 
nell 1-3 0-0 2, Korkmaz 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 
41-84 31-42 119. 

Phoenix 36 26 24 28-114 

Philadelphia 26 31 35 27-119 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 13-33 
(Booker 6-15, Bridges 3-5, Warren 2-4, 
Ariza 2-5, Canaan 0-1, J.Jackson 0-1, 
Crawford 0-2), Philadelphia6-22 (Shamet 
2-3, Muscala 2-3, Redick 2-6, Chandler 
0-1, Fultz 0-1, Korkmaz 0-3, Embild 0-5). 
Fouled Out—Booker. Rebounds—Phoenix 
31 (Ayton 9), Philadelphia 53 (Embiid 17). 
Assists—Phoenix 25 (Booker 8), Phila¬ 
delphia 24 (Simmons 9). Total Fouls— 
Phoenix 34, Philadelphia 27. A-20,459 
(20,478). 


Clippers 127, Hawks 119 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 2-7 1-1 5, Har¬ 
ris 8-15 4-4 24, Gortat 2-5 1-2 5, Gllgeous- 
Alexander 5-9 6-8 16, Beverley 2-7 0-0 4, 
Scott 6-14 0-0 18, Harrell 5-10 15-18 25, 
Marjanovic 5-6 2-3 12, Teodosic 0-1 0-0 0, 
Thornwell 0-1 0-0 0, Williams 4-15 8-9 16, 
Wallace 1-3 0-2 2. Totals 40-93 37-47 127. 

ATLANTA - Prince 8-15 2-3 21, Spell¬ 
man 3-6 0-0 7, Len 5-9 1-1 12, Young 8-22 
8-9 25, Bazemore 2-4 0-0 4, Bembry 0-4 2-2 

2, Collins 7-10 2-2 18, Dedmon 5-13 2-2 13, 
Lin 3-6 0-0 7, Huerter 3-6 0-0 8, Anderson 
0-1 0-0 0, Carter 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 45-101 
17-19 119. 

L.A. Clippers 29 32 28 38-127 

Atlanta 34 30 32 23-119 

Three-point goals—L.A. Clippers 10-33 
(Scott 6-12, Harris 4-8, Thornwell 0-1, Te¬ 
odosic 0-1, Wallace 0-1, Gilgeous-Alexan- 
der 0-2, Bradley 0-2, Williams 0-3, Bever¬ 
ley 0-3), Atlanta 12-38 (Prince 3-8, Huerter 

2-3, Collins 2-3, Len 1-1, Spellman 1-3, Lin 

1- 3, Dedmon 1-4, Young 1-5, Bazemore 0- 

1, Anderson 0-1, Bembry 0-2, Carter 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 52 (Harrell 11), Atlanta 51 (Dedmon, 
Len 12). Assists—L.A. Clippers 24 (Wil¬ 
liams 11), Atlanta 29 (Young 17). Total 
Fouls—L.A. Clippers 22, Atlanta 38. Tech- 
nicals-Beverley. A-14,323 (18,118). 

Pistons 113, Cavaiiers 102 

CLEVELAND - Osman 3-83-5 10, Nance 
Jr. 2-4 0-0 4, Thompson 4-8 2-2 10, Sexton 

6-10 4-6 18, Hood 4-10 2-3 12, Zizic 5-7 2-2 
12, Harrison 1-6 4-4 7, J.Smith 1-4 0-0 2, 
Nwaba 2-6 3-5 7, Clarkson 6-11 3-4 16, Ko- 
rver 1-5 1-3 4. Totals 35-79 24-34 102. 

DETROIT - Robinson III 2-5 0-0 5, Grif¬ 
fin 7-12 5-5 21, Drummond 10-19 3-3 23, 
Jackson 5-8 0-0 13, Bullock 6-9 5-6 21, 
Johnson 3-9 3-3 9, Leuer 1-1 0-0 2, Pachu- 
lia 0-3 2-2 2, Calderon 0-3 0-0 0, Galloway 

2- 11 0-0 6, I.Smith 5-8 0-0 11, Thomas 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 41-89 18-19 113. 

Cleveland 27 19 23 33-102 

Detroit 38 28 27 20-113 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 8-21 
(Sexton 2-3, Hood 2-4, Clarkson 1-2, Har¬ 
rison 1-3, Osman 1-3, Korver 1-3, J.Smith 
0-1, Nwaba 0-1, Nance Jr. 0-1), Detroit 13- 
38 (Bullock 4-7, Jackson 3-6, Griffin 2-4, 
Galloway 2-10, Robinson III 1-2, I.Smith 1- 

3, Thomas 0-1, Drummond 0-1, Calderon 
0-2, Johnson 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Cleveland 36 (Thompson 7), De¬ 
troit 50 (Drummond 16). Assists—Cleve¬ 
land 16 (Sexton, Clarkson 4), Detroit 26 
(Griffin 5). Total Fouls-Cleveland 22, De¬ 
troit 27. Technicals—Johnson, Calderon, 
Jackson, Drummond. A—15,769 (20,491). 

Hornets 117, Ceitics 112 

BOSTON- Tatum 8-15 1-4 18, Baynes 

1- 4 0-0 2, Horford 4-6 2-2 10, Irving 12-25 

2- 3 27, Brown 4-6 1-2 10, Hayward 1-6 2-2 

4, Theis 5-6 0-0 10, Morris 3-8 3-3 9, Rozier 

3- 6 0-0 8, Smart 4-7 2-2 14. Totals 45-89 

13-18 112. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 3-10 1-2 9, Wil¬ 
liams 3-6 0-0 7, Zeller 3-7 0-0 7, Walker 14- 
25 8-9 43, Lamb 7-13 4-6 18, Bridges 3-6 
0-0 7, Hernangomez 5-8 2-3 14, Monk 0-3 
0-0 0, Parker 3-5 1-2 7, Bacon 2-6 0-0 5. To¬ 
tals 43-89 16-22 117. 

Boston 24 32 31 25-112 

Charlotte 29 25 30 33-117 

Three-point goals—Boston 9-32 
(Smart 4-6, Rozier 2-4, Brown 1-3, Tatum 

1- 4, Irving 1-8, Horford 0-1, Baynes 0-1, 
Morris 0-2, Hayward 0-3), Charlotte 15-41 
(Walker 7-13, Hernangomez 2-4, Batum 

2- 6, Zeller 1-1, Bacon 1-2, Bridges 1-3, 
Williams 1-4, Parker 0-1, Monk 0-3, Lamb 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 41 (Hayward, Morris 8), Charlotte 
44 (Batum, Zeller 8). Assists—Boston 31 
(Irving 11), Charlotte 18 (Walker 5). Total 
Fouls-Boston 22, Charlotte 16. A-18,040 
(19,077). 

Pacers 121, Jazz 94 

UTAH - Ingles 2-7 0-0 5, Favors 2-6 1-2 

5, Gobert 5-8 2-4 12, Rubio 10-13 3-4 28, 
Mitchell 3-8 1-2 7, O’Neale 2-2 0-0 4, Sefo- 
losha 0-2 0-0 0, Crowder 4-9 2-2 14, Udoh 

2- 2 0-0 4, Neto 1-3 0-0 2, Exum 1-4 2-2 4, 
Allen 2-5 0-0 5, Burks 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 36- 
74 11-16 94. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 9-14 0-0 21, 
Young 6-10 0-0 12, Turner 5-12 1-2 12, Col- 
lison 4-9 0-0 9, Evans 3-12 0-0 8, McDer¬ 
mott 4-6 4-4 12, Sabonis 7-9 3-6 19, Leaf 
1-1 0-0 2, O’Quinn 0-1 0-0 0, Holiday 7-10 

3- 5 19, Joseph 3-9 0-0 7, Reed 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 49-93 11-17 121. 

Utah 19 28 23 24- 94 

Indiana 32 25 29 35-121 

Three-point goals—Utah 11-25 (Rubio 
5-6, Crowder 4-7, Allen 1-3, Ingles 1-5, Fa¬ 
vors 0-1, Mitchell 0-1, Neto 0-2), Indiana 
12-25 (Bogdanovic 3-4, Sabonis 2-2, Holi¬ 
day 2-4, Evans 2-5, Collison 1-2, Joseph 1- 

2, Turner 1-3, Young 0-1, McDermott 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 36 
(Gobert 11), Indiana 44 (Sabonis 9). As¬ 
sists—Utah 26 (Rubio 6), Indiana 35 (Sa¬ 
bonis 9). Total Fouls—Utah 18, Indiana 
17. A-17,000 (20,000). 

Calendar 

Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 
signed. 

Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 
Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 



Chuck Burton/AP 


The Hornets’ Kemba Walker, left, steals the ball from the Celtics’ 
Marcus Morris during the second half Monday in Charlotte, N.C. 


Roundup 

Walker scores 43 
in win over Celtics 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
NBA’s new scoring leader was 
determined his latest big night 
wouldn’t go to waste. 

Kemba Walker scored 43 points, 
giving him 103 in his last two 
games, and the Charlotte Hornets 
battled back to beat the Boston 
Celtics 117-112 on Monday night. 

Walker followed up his NBA 
season-best, 60-point effort in 
an overtime loss to the 76ers 
on Saturday night with another 
spectacular performance. He 
scored 21 points in the fourth 
quarter and made 14 of 25 shots 
overall, including seven more 
three-pointers. 

He finished 7-for-lO from the 
floor with four three-pointers in 
the fourth quarter as Charlotte 
erased a 10-point deficit to pull 
even at 8-8 on the season. 

“I just wanted to win, man,” 
Walker said. “I wanted to win a 
close game. We’ve been in every 
game for the most part. There’s 
a couple we haven’t been in but 
you know things just haven’t been 
going our way in those situations 
and tonight it did and it felt good.” 

Walker passed Golden State’s 
guard Stephen Curry to take 
over the NBA scoring lead at 29.6 
points per game. 

Walker also passed the injured 
Curry for the league lead in three- 
pointers made with 65. 

“It means a lot but it’s still the 
early season,” Walker said. “I 
would’ve never, ever in my life 
thought I would be that high up in 
the rankings as far as scoring in 
the NBA. But I’m going to try to 
keep it up, do what I can to win 
games.” 

Walker outdueled Boston’s 
Kyrie Irving, who finished with 
27 points and 11 assists. 

76ers 119, Suns 114: Joel 
Embiid scored 19 of his 33 points 
after halftime and added 17 re¬ 
bounds to help host Philadelphia. 


Ben Simmons added 19 points, 
11 rebounds and nine assists for 
Philadelphia, which won its third 
straight while improving to 9-0 at 
home. 

Pelicans 140, Spurs 126: 

Anthony Davis had 29 points and 
nine rebounds, Julius Randle 
added 21 points, 14 rebounds 
and 10 assists in 25 minutes, and 
host New Orleans won its third 
straight. 

Bucks 104, Nuggets 98: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 29 
points and Eric Bledsoe added 22, 
including two late three-pointers, 
as host Milwaukee overcame a 
17-point first-half deficit to down 
Denver. 

Antetokounmpo added 12 re¬ 
bounds for Milwaukee, which 
came from 22 down in the first 
half to beat the Chicago Bulls on 
Friday night. 

Kings 117, Thunder 113: 

Buddy Hield made three con¬ 
secutive three-pointers late in 
the fourth quarter and scored 25 
points, Marvin Bagley III had his 
first career double-double and 
host Sacramento beat Oklahoma 
City to spoil Russell Westbrook’s 
return. 

Pistons 113, Cavaliers 102: 

Andre Drummond had 23 points 
and 16 rebounds, and host Detroit 
cruised over Cleveland. 

Grizzlies 98, Mavericks 88: 
Mike Conley scored 28 points, 
Marc Gasol had 17 points and 
15 rebounds and host Memphis 
broke open a close game in the 
fourth quarter. 

Pacers 121, Jazz 94: Bojan 
Bogdanovic scored 21 points, 
Domantas Sabonis nearly had a 
triple-double and host Indiana 
beat Utah. 

Clippers 127, Hawks 119: 

Montrezl Harrell had 25 points 
and 11 rebounds, Lou Williams 
added 16 points and a season-high 
11 assists, and Los Angeles ral¬ 
lied past struggling host Atlanta 
to win its fifth straight game. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Sun Devils advance 
to MGM title game 

Arizona St. upends No. 15 Mississippi St. 


By W.G. Ramirez 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — As a freshman, Arizo¬ 
na State’s Kimani Lawrence made three 
three-pointers. 

Monday night, the sophomore drained 
three from long range — part of a 22-point 
performance — including the game win¬ 
ner with 33 seconds left, to lead the Sun 
Devils to a 72-67 victory over No. 15 Mis¬ 
sissippi State in the heavyweight bracket of 
the MGM Main Event. 

“I’ve completely reconstructed my shot, 
from the base, to the release, to getting it 
all in one motion. I’ve worked really hard 
for it,” said Lawrence, who is 9-for-19 
from three-point range through the first 
four games of the season. “Credit to Remy 
(Martin) to trusting me. He hit me, I hit 
the shot. Stepped up, made a big-time play 
for the team, for the program.” 

Luguentz Dort added 17 points and nine 
rebounds, while Remy Martin scored 16 for 
the Sun Devils, who will meet Utah State in 
the championship game on Wednesday. 

The Bulldogs, who will face Saint Mary’s 
in the consolation game, were led by Aric 
Holman with 22 points and 10 rebounds. 

Arizona State, which climbed as high as 
No. 3 after opening last season 12-0, im¬ 
proved to 4-0, while handing the Bulldogs 


their first loss of the season (3-1). 

This year, the Sun Devils have scrapped 
the fast-paced, up-tempo style that saw 
them average 95.6 points after their first 
six games, to a blue-collar approach that 
includes a physicality that baffled Missis¬ 
sippi State. This season, thus far, the Sun 
Devils are averaging 86i points per game, 
and outrebounding teams, 51-34. 

“It’s been a drastic change from last 
year; we were a fun, free-flowing team 
that could hit the deep threes, and I had 
guards that could attack the lane, and we 
played a lot of small ball,” Arizona State 
coach Bobby Hurley said. “This year it’s 
like the polar opposite of that. We talked 
about guys wanting to rebound, and you’re 
not gonna find a team that’s more impos¬ 
ing physically at all positions. For us to 
outrebound them is a statement to how 
physical we were.” 

The Sun Devils held off a second-half 
rally by Mississippi State, which tied 
the game at 65 when Nick Weatherspoon 
drained a long-range jumper just inside 
the three-point line with one minute left in 
the game. 

Trailing by 15 at halftime, Mississippi 
State opened the second half on a 10-0 run 
and hit five three-pointers during a 19-10 
spurt to cut the lead to 49-43. 



John Locher/AP 


Arizona State’s Kimani Lawrence, left, shoots around Mississippi State’s Abdul Ado 
during the first half of Monday’s game at the MGM Main Event in Las Vegas. 


Top 25 roundup 


Top-ranked Duke eases past San Diego State 


Associated Press 

LAHAINA, Hawaii — R.J. Barrett 
scored 20 points. Cam Reddish added 16 
and top-ranked Duke remained undefeat¬ 
ed at the Maui Invitational with a 90-64 
rout of San Diego State. 

The Blue Devils (4-0) shot 52 percent, 
made 10 of 25 from three-point range and 
improved to 16-0 in Maui while earning a 
spot in Tuesday’s semifinals against No. 8 
Auburn. 

Duke has been the talk of college basket¬ 
ball since its highly touted freshmen start¬ 
ed the season like they were shot out of a 
canon with a blowout win over then-No. 2 
Kentucky. The five-time Maui champion 
Blue Devils arrived in paradise the favor¬ 
ites and played like it against the Aztecs 
(2-1). 

Despite front-court foul trouble in the 
first half — Zion Williamson played seven 
minutes — Duke took control with an 11-0 
run and led 49-32 by halftime behind Bar¬ 
rett’s 16 points. 

The Blue Devils kept the runaway going 
with an early 8-0 run in the second half, 
building the lead to 71-46 on Williamson’s 
breakaway windmill dunk. Williamson 
had 13 points in 18 minutes. 

Devin Watson had 15 points to lead San 
Diego State (2-1). 

No. 3 Gonzaga 84, Illinois 78: At La- 

haina, Hawaii, Rui Hachimura scored 23 
points, Zach Norvell Jr. added 15 and the 
Bulldogs held off the Illini in the opening 
round of the Maui Invitational. 

Gonzaga (4-0) withstood Illinois’ 10-0 



Marco Garcia/A P 


Duke forward Zion Williamson dunks 
against San Diego State during the 
second half of Monday’s game at the 
Maui Invitational in Lahaina, Hawaii. 


run to go up nine with 97 seconds left, but 
Trent Frazier scored on a four-point play 
to pull the Illini within 80-78. 

Illinois forced Gonzaga into a difficult 
shot and got the ball back with 30 sec¬ 
onds left, but Frazier air-balled a long 


three-pointer. 

No. 6 Nevada 90, California Baptist 

55: Trey Porter had 14 points and nine re¬ 
bounds, Jordan Brown scored 16 and the 
host Wolf Pack beat the Lancers. 

Nevada outrebounded Cal Baptist 47-31 
and outscored it 40-24 in the paint. 

Six players scored in double figures for 
the Wolf Pack (4-0). Caleb Martin had 14 
points. Jazz Johnson added 11, Jordan Car¬ 
oline 10 and Tre’Shawn Thurman 10. 

No. 7 North Carolina 101, Saint Fran¬ 
cis (Pa.) 76: Cameron Johnson scored 20 
points, freshman Nassir Little added 19 
and the host Tar Heels beat the Red Flash 
in the on-campus round of the Las Vegas 
Invitational. 

Luke Maye had 11 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds, Kenny Williams had a career-high 
nine assists and freshman Coby White fin¬ 
ished with 16 points for North Carolina 
(5-0), which shot 52 percent and never 
trailed. 

No. 8 Auburn 88, Xavier 79 (OT): At 

Lahaina, Hawaii, Bryce Brown scored 26 
points, Jared Harper added 25 and the Ti¬ 
gers outlasted the Musketeers to open the 
Maui Invitational. 

Auburn (4-0) shot poorly from the pe¬ 
rimeter early and had a hard time shaking 
new-look Xavier (2-2), missing badly on a 
shot to win it in regulation. 

No. 12 Kansas State 82, Missouri 67: 
At St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Dean 
Wade scored 21 points, and the Wildcats 
defeated the Tigers in the championship 
game of the Paradise Jam tournament. 

Barry Brown Jr. added 19 points and six 


assists, Xavier Sneed had 13 points and 
Kamau Stokes scored 10 for Kansas State 
(5-0), which won its first in-season tourna¬ 
ment title in four tries under head coach 
Bruce Weber. 

No. 14 Florida State 93, Canisius 61: 

Mfiondu Kabengele scored a career-high 18 
points and Terance Mann added 12 as the 
host Seminoles warmed up after a seven- 
day layoff to beat the Golden Griffins. 

Kabengele, the nephew of former NBA 
All-Star center Dikembe Mutombo, came 
off the bench to shoot 6-for-12 from the 
floor and had six rebounds for Florida 
State. The Seminoles are 3-0 for a third 
straight season. 

No. 16 Clemson 72, Akron 69: At 

George Town, Cayman Islands, Shelton 
Mitchell scored 22 points with four steals, 
Elijah Thomas had 15 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds and the Tigers beat the Zips in the 
first game of the Cayman Islands Classic. 

Marcquise Reed added 16 points for 
Clemson (4-0), which returns four starters 
from last season’s Sweet 16 game. Sopho¬ 
more Aamir Simms added 12 points to 
reach double figures for the fourth straight 
game after doing it just three times last 
season. 

No. 17 UCLA 80, Presbyterian 65: Jay- 
len Hands scored 19 points and Jalen Hill 
had a career-high 20 rebounds to lead the 
host Bruins to a win over the Blue Hose. 

UCLA (4-0) did what it was expected to 
do in dispatching Presbyterian (3-3) and 
while it ran out to a big lead at halftime, it 
survived a scare in the second half. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Confident Higdon predicts Michigan win 

RB says Wolverines will give Harbaugh first Big Game victory 


Paul Sancya/AP 

Michigan running back Karan Higdon, center, runs as Indiana 
defensive back Khalil Bryant tackles him last week. Higdon is feeling 
so confident about the No. 4 Wolverines that he guaranteed a victory 
against Ohio State in The Game on Saturday in Columbus, Ohio. 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Michi¬ 
gan running back Karan Higdon 
pondered the question for a mo¬ 
ment, smirked and glanced up 
at tight end Zach Gentry next to 
him. Then Higdon leaned for¬ 
ward to the microphone and pre¬ 
dicted a Michigan victory over 
Ohio State. 

It was the shot heard across the 
Midwest on Monday as the hype 
machine chugged to life for the 
115th edition of The Game. The 
annual clash between the rivals 
is being played Saturday at Ohio 
Stadium, where Higdon just as¬ 
sured himself an even frostier 
welcome than usual. 

There is a precedent for such 
prognostication, of course, albeit 
a generation ago. 

Higdon’s coach, Jim Harbaugh, 
famously predicted a win over 
Ohio State as a player in 1986 
and then backed it up, leading 
the Wolverines to a 26-24 win in 
Columbus. 

Harbaugh, who hasn’t been 
able to beat Ohio State in his first 
three tries as Michigan coach, in¬ 
sists he doesn’t remember much 
about that prediction now. He had 
nothing but positive stuff to say 
about Ohio State on Monday. His 
counterpart. Urban Meyer, like¬ 
wise kept talking about “respect” 
for Michigan and the rivalry, and 


said he would never engage in 
trash talk. 

If the two coaches were trying 
to keep the lid on the hype and 
bad blood, Higdon pried it off 

The question went like this: 
“Would you go as far as Jim Har¬ 
baugh did and guarantee that 
Michigan will beat Ohio State?” 

Higdon thought about for it a 
couple seconds. 

“Yeah, I do,” said the senior 
from Sarasota, Fla. “That’s how I 
feel. I believe firmly in my broth¬ 
ers, my team, this coaching staff 
And as a captain. I’ll take a stand. 
Why not?” 

Maybe Higdon watched video 
of Ohio State’s game on Saturday. 

The Buckeyes allowed Mary¬ 
land, behind a backup quarter¬ 
back, to roll for 535 total yards 
and 51 points. Ohio State eked 
out a win only because Terrapins 
quarterback Tyrrelle Pigrome 
misfired on a two-point conver¬ 
sion try in overtime. Final score: 
52-51. 

Meyer said there have been 
some “uncomfortable and direct” 
conversations with coaches about 
the sorry state of the defense, but 
there isn’t time this week for a 
bunch of finger-pointing. 

“We watched [the video] with 
the defense,” he said. “It was just 
not good.” 

Fortunately for Meyer, Ohio 
State quarterback Dwayne 
Haskins Jr. is directing the sec¬ 


ond-most prolific offense in the 
country. On Saturday, Haskins 
and Co. will run into the nation’s 
best defense, though Wolverines 
defensive end Chase Winovich is 
injured and may not be available. 
Don’t ask Harbaugh to be clear 
about it, either. 

As usual in this game, the stakes 
are high. The Big Ten East and a 
chance to play in the conference 
championship game hang in the 
balance. If Michigan wins out, 
it will be in the College Football 
Playoff Another win over Michi¬ 
gan and a possible conference 
championship would help make 
everything sunnier for Ohio State 
after a season of inconsistency, 
underachieving and off-the-field 
problems. 

Other Michigan players might 
not be predicting victory but 
there is confidence in Ann Arbor. 

“It’s not just our coach, we’re 
also winless, too, against this oppo¬ 
nent,” said Tyree Kinnel, a sopho¬ 
more safety from Huber Heights, 
Ohio. “We know that. Now we’re 
here for this week, and it’s a game 
we have all been waiting for. Now, 
we have the opportunity in our 
hands to go change it, and we feel 
very confident about that.” 

Ohio State finds itself in an un¬ 
familiar position of coming into a 
game as the underdog amid talk 
that it just might not have the 
firepower this time to take down 
Michigan. 


“We don’t talk about those 
things,” Meyer insisted. “It’s re¬ 
ally about the game. We have a 
saying around here that the most 
prepared team will win the game. 
It’s not who’s favored and who’s 


not. I didn’t know that, and I don’t 
imagine our team really does, I 
guess. If they (do), they’re looking 
at the wrong stuff” 

AP Sports Writer Larry Lage contrib¬ 
uted from Ann Arbor, Mich. 



Oklahoma seeking fix for defensive struggles 



Alonzo Adams/AP 


Kansas running back Pooka Williams Jr., center, is tackled by Oklahoma safety Robert 
Barnes, left, and linebacker Curtis Bolton last week. Bolton finished with 10 tackles. 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla. — Every week, the 
story seems the same — Oklahoma gives 
up a ton of points, yet Heisman contender 
Kyler Murray puts up crazy numbers and 
the Sooners pull out a victory. 

The sixth-ranked Sooners (10-1, 7-1 Big 
12) have allowed at least 40 points in victo¬ 
ries over Texas Tech, Oklahoma State and 
Kansas the past three weeks. That win¬ 
ning formula that might not work against 
an offense the caliber of West Virginia’s in 
a Friday showdown that will send the vic¬ 
tor to the conference title game. The 12th- 
ranked Mountaineers (8-2, 6-2) have their 
own Heisman candidate in quarterback 
Will Grier and an offense that ranks in the 
top 10 nationally in scoring, total yards per 
game and yards passing per game. 

The Sooners are still winning with inter¬ 
im defensive coordinator Ruffin McNeill, 
but their chances at reaching the College 
Football Playoff could vanish if things 
don’t get better in a hurry. Despite the 
numbers, Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley 
remains confident in McNeill and said he 
has seen improvement since firing Mike 
Stoops earlier in the season. 

“I think our effort’s been good,” Riley 
said. “Would I say our effort’s been elite all 
the time? Not all the time. It’s been good, 
and I think it’s been particularly good 
since we made the change. I don’t think ef¬ 
fort has been a mqjor factor in the times 
when it hasn’t gone well for us.” 

Kansas, one of the worst offensive teams 


in the Big 12, gained 524 yards against the 
Sooners in Oklahoma’s 55-40 win on Sat¬ 
urday. Freshman Pooka Williams ran for 
a career-high 252 yards on just 15 carries 
for the Jayhawks. 

“Last weekend, we didn’t tackle well,” 
Oklahoma linebacker Kenneth Murray 
said. “We didn’t play well as a group. A lot 
of times we were in position to make the 


play, but we just didn’t make the play. So as 
a group, we’ve got to get better at making 
plays. We’ve got to get better at finishing 
tackles. That’s just something that we get 
together as a group and assess.” 

Linebacker Curtis Bolton, who led the 
Sooners with 10 tackles against Kansas, 
said Oklahoma’s issues come even before 
tackling. 


“Tackling is a byproduct of hustling to 
the ball,” he said. “At the end of the day, 
we’ve got to hustle to the ball better. Tack¬ 
ling — a lot of form issues, yeah, but we 
need to run to the ball better before we talk 
about form tackling.” 

That’s a lot to fix in a short time, given 
what West Virginia brings to the table. 
Grier ranks third in the nation in pass ef¬ 
ficiency, receiver David Sills V is tied for 
second nationally with 13 receiving touch¬ 
downs and Kennedy McKoy is coming off a 
career-best 148-yard rushing performance 
against Oklahoma State. 

Gary Jennings has 692 yards and 11 
touchdowns receiving and Marcus Simms 
has 44 catches for 682 yards. 

“I know Sills gets a lot of headlines, but 
they’ve got two or three other cats out 
there that are making a lot of other plays 
for them,” Riley said. “They stretch you, 
certainly. And they’re running the foot¬ 
ball well, pretty experienced offensive 
line. Very good offense all the way around. 
Going to be challenged every way you can 
against this group.” 

Even with all that, Oklahoma has reason 
to be confident. The Sooners have won 16 
straight November games dating back to 
2014. 

“This is how this one probably should 
come down to,” Riley said. “It’s kind of a 
perfect script for us, going and playing on 
the road, tough environment, good football 
team, lot of things on the line. That’s just 
the way we like it. These are the kind of 
games we’ve been able to win here for the 
last few years. 
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Mahomes' 5 turnovers loom large 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Kansas CHy Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, center, fumbles as he’s sacked by Rams defensive 
end Aaron Donald, lower right, next to Chiefs offensive guard Cameron Erving during the first half of 
Monday’s game in Los Angeles. Rams outside linebacker Samson Ebukam picked up the fumble and 
returned it for a touchdown. Mahomes threw three interceptions and fumbled twice. 


By Joe Reedy 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Patrick Ma¬ 
homes threw for the most yards in 
the NFL this season and had his 
second six-touchdown game. But 
it is the five turnovers the Kansas 
City quarterback committed that 
led to the Chiefs dropping their 
second game this season. 

Mahomes threw three inter¬ 
ceptions and had two fumbles 
in Monday night’s 54-51 loss to 
the Los Angeles Rams at the LA 
Memorial Coliseum. Three of 
the turnovers resulted in Rams 
touchdowns, including a fumble 
and interception return for TDs 
by Rams linebacker Samson 
Ebukam. 

“I gave them 21 points through 
turnovers,” said Mahomes, who 
completed 33 of 46 passes for 478 
yards. “It sucks right now, plain 
and simple. You wanted a win like 
that over a playoff team.” 

It is the first three-interception 
game of Mahomes’ career. The 
first pick came when Ebukam 
stuck his left hand up at the line 
of scrimmage and came down 
with the ball before returning it 
for a touchdown. 

Mahomes said he was intend¬ 
ing to throw to tight end Deme¬ 
trius Harris, but that he babied 
the throw instead of putting more 
velocity on it. 

The last two picks came late as 
the Chiefs were attempting to get 
in field-goal range. 

Chiefs coach Andy Reid said 
the Marcus Peters interception 
with 1:18 remaining was mostly 
the result of pressure by Ebukam. 
The last one, which was picked off 
by LaMarcus Joyner with 13 sec¬ 
onds remaining at the Rams 28, 


was Mahomes trying to make a 
play late. 

The two fumbles were the 
results of strip sacks by Aaron 
Donald, who has a league-leading 
14 Vz sacks. 

“He’s made enough of those 
plays where you have full trust in 
him,” Reid said. “We always talk 
about protecting the ball and he 
usually does a good job of that.” 

Wide receiver Chris Conley, 


who had seven receptions for 74 
yards, said this is the first game 
that felt as if it had a postseason 
feel. 

“Both teams were charged 
and ready to play like the play¬ 
offs. You have to be at your best, 
though, because there are no sec¬ 
ond chances and do-overs.” 

Despite the turnovers, Reid 
was impressed with the way Ma¬ 
homes was able to battle through 


some early adversity. Early in the 
fourth quarter, he fired a 73-yard 
touchdown pass to Tyreek Hill 
to bring the Chiefs within 40-37. 
It was Mahomes’ second-longest 
completion of the season. 

“He’s resilient and has con¬ 
fidence in himself Things are 
going to happen in a game,” Reid 
said. “The great ones come back 
firing and try to rip their hearts 
out the next series.” 


Instant; Lead changes hands 4 times in 4th quarter 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Both teams scratched out fourth-quarter 
leads, only to see them evaporate. Mahomes 
hit Tyreek Hill with a 73-yard TD pass just 
when the Rams appeared to be pulling away 
early in the fourth, and Goff replied with two 
late TD passes to Everett, a backup tight end 
with 31 career catches before this game. 

“It was a whirlwind,” McVay said. “I feel 
like I might need a couple of beverages to 
relax tonight, but it was great. This is what 
you love so much about the game.” 

And this game was ultimately decided by 
defense: Marcus Peters and Lamarcus Joyner 
came up with late interceptions as the Rams 
stopped Mahomes’ final efforts. 

“It’s always fun to play against real good 
teams,” Mahomes said. “You get to go out 
there and have fun ... [but] it’s the same as 
when we played New England. You can’t 
make mistakes against great teams. You need 
to limit your mistakes, but be aggressive.” 

The Coliseum’s first Monday night game 
since 1985 was staged on short notice after the 
NFL moved the matchup from Mexico City to 
Los Angeles six days ago due to poor field con¬ 
ditions at Azteca Stadium. The Rams used the 
opportunity to give free tickets to thousands 
of first responders and families recovering 
from the dual tragedies of nearby wildfires 
and a mass shooting in Thousand Oaks. 

Those fans got an incredible treat for their 
reward — and if the video game-like spec- 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Rams wide receiver Josh Reynolds, top 
catches a touchdown pass over Kansas City 
Chiefs defensive back Orlando Scandrick 
during the first half of Monday’s game in Los 
Angeles. 

tacle they saw turns out to be a Super Bowl 
preview, Atlanta will get an All-Madden-level 
show as well. 


“It was just cool,” said Todd Gurley, whose 
13-game touchdown streak somehow ended in 
this offensive showcase. “It was a last-minute 
game and everybody [came] out in support. 
Had the families here, had the responders, 
so it was just a great overall crowd and it was 
good for the city.” 

Big finish 

The final seven minutes were particularly 
frantic and sweet: After Chris Conley caught 
his second TD pass from Mahomes for a 51-47 
lead with 2:47 to play, Goff replied with a 75- 
yard TD drive in 58 seconds, hitting Everett 
down the Rams’ frenzied sideline. 

Peters — the former Pro Bowl cornerback 
traded by Kansas City to Los Angeles last 
winter — then intercepted Mahomes’ under¬ 
thrown ball near midfield with 1:18 to play, but 
the Rams only managed to take 14 seconds off 
the clock on their next three plays. 

The Coliseum roiled in anticipation of a 
big finish by Mahomes, but the Chiefs were 
pushed back to their 13 with 50 seconds left 
thanks to a booming punt by Johnny Hekker. 
Joyner intercepted Mahomes’ final desperate 
heave with 13 seconds left. 

“We can learn from this,” Reid said. “We 
can’t give up 21 points on turnovers. Have 
to take care of the football. We created some 
turnovers and points, [but had] too many pen¬ 
alties. We’ll heal up and get set to go for the 
stretch run.” 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Pet PF PA 

700 280 236 
500 199 256 
300 137 251 
300 208 254 

700 239 205 
500 298 249 
500 178 189 
300 176 219 

750 299 225 
500 237 181 
500 256 312 
350 218 263 

818 404 294 
700 262 209 
400 228 235 
200 170 293 


National Conference 


4 6 0 

West 


Pet PF PA 

.600 197 198 
.500 203 190 
.400 205 231 
.300 215 263 

.900 378 239 
.600 260 252 
.400 263 276 
.300 267 329 

.700 294 195 
.550 241 229 
.450 247 243 
.400 222 263 


.500 246 216 
.200 145 248 
.200 230 266 


Washington 

Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


SMttle"’^ 5 5 
Arizona 2 8 

San Francisco 2 8 _ 

Monday’s game 
L.A. Rams 54, Kansas City 51 
Thursday’s games 
Chicago at Detroit 
Washington at Dallas 
Atlanta at New Orleans 

Sunday’s games 
Seattle at Carolina 
New England at N.Y. Jets 
Jacksonville at Buffalo 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay 
Oakland at Baltimore 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Arizona at L.A. Chargers 
Pittsburgh at Denver 
Miami at Indianapolis 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Open: L.A. Rams, Kansas City 
Monday, Nov. 26 
Tennessee at Houston 

Monday 

Rams 54, Chiefs 51 

Kansas City 7 16 7 21-51 

L.A.Rams 13 10 17 14-54 

First quarter 

LA—Woods 7 pass from Goff (kick 
failed), 12:00. 

LA—Reynolds 4 pass from Goff (Zuer- 
lein kick), 5:35. 

KC—Ty.Hill 25 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 3:25. 

Second quarter 
LA-FG Zuerlein23, 14:54. 

KC-FG Butker 21, 8:04. 

KC—Hunt 21 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 6:28. 

LA—Ebukam 11 fumble return (Zuer- 
lein kick), 1:50. 

KC—Conley 8 pass from Mahomes 
(kick failed), :13. 

Third quarter 

LA-Goff 7 run (Zuerlein kick), 10:52. 
KC—Kelce 4 pass from Mahomes (But¬ 
ker kick), 7:09. 

LA-FG Zuerlein 33, 2:24. 

LA—Ebukam 25 interception return 
(Zuerlein kick), 2:14. 

Fourth quarter 

KC—Ty.Hill 73 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 12:04. 

KC—Bailey 2 fumble return (Butker 
kick), 11:07. 

LA—Everett 7 pass from Goff (Zuerlein 
kick), 9:38. 

KC—Conley 10 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 2:47. 

LA—Everett 40 pass from Goff (Zuer¬ 
lein kick), 1:49. 


KC 


La 


20-98 21-76 

448 379 

3-22 l-(minu 
7-207 4-78 

0-0 3-39 

33-46-3 31-49-0 
3-30 5-34 

3-47.3 4-55.5 


A-77,002. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 13-135 8-60 

Time of Possession 29:37 30:23 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Kansas City, Hunt 14-70, 
Mahomes 6-28. Los Angeles, Gurley 12- 
55, Brown 4-15, Goff 4-6, Cooks 1-0. 

PASSING-Kansas City, Mahomes 33- 
46-3-478. Los Angeles, Goff 31-49-0-413. 

RECEIVING-Kansas City, Ty.Hill 10- 
215, Kelce 10-127, Conley 7-74, Hunt 3-41, 
Robinson 1-14, Watkins 1-4, Harris 1-3. 
Los Angeles, Cooks 8-107, Reynolds 6-80, 
HIgbee 6-63, Woods 4-72, Everett 3-49, 
Gurley 3-39, Hodge 1-3. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 
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Washington Redskins quarterback Colt McCoy celebrates running 
back Adrian Peterson’s touchdown on Sunday in Landover, Md. 

’Skins add Sanchez 
as McCoy’s backup 

By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 


Unfamiliar territory 

Bears learning to handle success for final stretch 

to it,” said Nagy, in his first sea- 


ASHBURN,Va. —Colt McCoy 
knew exactly what his teammates 
needed to hear. 

In the aftermath of a gut- 
wrenching two-point loss and the 
sickening season-ending injury 
to Alex Smith, McCoy stood up in 
the Washington Redskins locker 
room and addressed the group. 

McCoy “told us we were in 
good hands,” running back Chris 
Thompson said. “We had no doubt 
about that from the jump. We lost 
the game, but I will say Colt talk¬ 
ing to us afterwards really had 
the dudes hyped up and we’re 
ready to get to Dallas.” 

Washington signed Mark San¬ 
chez on Monday to serve as the 
new backup, but this is McCoy’s 
team now after Smith broke his 
right tibia and fibula in gruesome 
fashion. McCoy will start Thurs¬ 
day when the Redskins visit the 
Dallas Cowboys in a Thanksgiv¬ 
ing showdown that will go a long 
way to determining who wins 
the NFC East, and the 32-year- 
old has the full confidence of the 
coaching staff and players to take 
over for the rest of the season. 

“I just feel very comfortable 
with Colt and always have,” 
coach Jay Gruden said. “It’s been 
a luxury to have him as a backup 
quarterback and now it’s a great 
opportunity for him to take the 
reins. I know he’s excited about it. 
He’s a guy that knows the system, 
he’s a competitor, accurate with 
the football, understands where to 
go with the football — we assume 
— but we’ll see on Thursday.” 

Until Sunday, McCoy hadn’t 
thrown a pass in a regular-season 
game since 2015. The Cowboys 
game will be his first start since 
2014, the same season he beat Dal¬ 
las on the road on Monday night. 

That was ages ago in NFL time, 
but there’s a reason McCoy has 
been on the roster since Gruden 
came to Washington. His knowl¬ 
edge of the offense was evident 
even to Houston Texans players 
when McCoy seamlessly took 
over for Smith. 


“He’s been here for years,” Tex¬ 
ans cornerback Johnathan Joseph 
said. “He understands the offense 
well. There’s been a point in time 
where they were talking about 
him being the starter. So it’s good 
to have two guys that can come in. 
As soon as he came in the game, 
it was like they never dropped off 
from where they were.” 

Whether backing up Rob¬ 
ert Griffin III, Kirk Cousins or 
Smith, McCoy has developed a 
reputation among teammates for 
being ready to play in a heart¬ 
beat. Center Chase Roullier said 
McCoy treats each day leading 
the scout team in practice as his 
Super Bowl, and no one has ever 
said the former University of 
Texas star was unprepared. 

“Even last year when he didn’t, I 
think, get a single snap all season, 
he prepared like he was the start¬ 
er then,” linebacker Ryan Kerri¬ 
gan said. “To have that mentality 
and to be that consistent with that 
mentality really speaks volumes 
to him as a professional.” 

McCoy, who started for Cleve¬ 
land and San Francisco earlier in 
his career, has only appeared in 
nine games over the past three- 
plus seasons. Practice is one 
thing, and McCoy realizes game 
action is a different animal. 

“I’ve still got to knock a little 
bit of rust off and get ready on a 
short week,” McCoy said after 
going 6-for-12 for 54 yards and a 
touchdown Sunday against Hous¬ 
ton. “It’s tough. It’s not ideal. I 
think for me I’ve been here a lit¬ 
tle while. Haven’t taken reps with 
these guys in three or four years, 
so I think there will be a little bit 
of a transition there but probably 
more for me than for them.” 

It’s a tough turnaround for San¬ 
chez, but Gruden said the Red¬ 
skins signed him because of his 
NFL experience and familiarity 
with offensive coordinator Matt 
Cavanaugh and quarterbacks 
coach Kevin O’Donnell from his 
time with the New York Jets. San¬ 
chez got the nod over Kellen Cle¬ 
mens, T.J. Yates, EJ Manuel and 
Josh Johnson after all five worked 
out at the team’s facility Monday. 


By Andrew Seligman 

Associated Press 

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — With a 
tighter grip on the NFC North, the 
Chicago Bears are in unfamiliar 
territory and facing a different 
kind of challenge as the season 
heads toward its final stretch. 

Learning to handle success. 

“We have to make sure that we 
just continue to keep those blind¬ 
ers on, keep the earmuffs on, 
don’t listen to anything and just 
keep playing our football,” coach 
Matt Nagy said. 

The Bears sure look as if 
they’re serious about winning the 
division after a 25-20 prime-time 
victory over the second-place 
Minnesota Vikings on Sunday. 

The defense dominated, with 
Khalil Mack leading the way. 
Cody Parkey bounced back from 
a miserable performance to make 
all three of his field goals. And the 
Bears (7-3) came away with their 
fourth straight win. 

One concern for them: Quarter¬ 
back Mitchell Trubisky injured 
his right shoulder. 

Nagy made no reference to 
Trubisky’s health after the game 
or when he met with reporters 
on Monday afternoon. But the 
Bears later said Trubisky would 
not have participated had they 
practiced. They were required by 
NFL rules to release a hypotheti¬ 
cal injury report because they 
play Thursday at Detroit. 

That the Bears are leading the 
division is quite a change after 
four consecutive last-place fin¬ 
ishes. For the first time in years, 
managing success is an issue for 
them. 

“When it’s the other way, and 
people tell you how bad of a coach 
you are, how poor of a player you 
are and you should be cut and you 
should be fired, we don’t listen 


son as a head coach. “So it’s the 
same thing when you’re having 
success. You don’t listen to it. You 
understand both sides, but we 
worry about what’s said in this 
building.” 

There are plenty of good things 
to say about the Bears at the 
moment. 

They’re heading toward their 
first playoff appearance since 
the 2010 season. They’re on their 
longest winning streak since a 
six-game run in 2012. They beat 
division opponents the past two 
weeks after dropping 10 in a row 
against them. And they could 
make it three over the NFC North 
in a 12-day span with a victory at 
Detroit on Thursday. 

The Bears beat the Lions 34-22 
at Soldier Field on Nov. 11, with 
Trubisky throwing for a career- 
high 355 yards and three touch¬ 
downs. Chicago also jumped out 
to a 26-0 lead and sacked Mat¬ 
thew Stafford six times in that 
game. 

The victory over Minnesota 
was a sort of validation for Chi¬ 
cago after beating teams with 
losing records the previous three 
games, including the New York 
Jets and Buffalo Bills. 

“It shows that we can battle 
with the best of them,” running 
back Tarik Cohen said. “It shows 
that we are still getting better and 
that we haven’t reached our ceil¬ 
ing yet. Only we can decide what 
our ceiling is.” 

The Bears are looking good 
at the moment, with a defense 
ranked third overall through Sun¬ 
day. They were allowing league 
lows in yards rushing per game 
(77.8) and per carry (3.5), and 
had more interceptions (18) and 
takeaways (27) than any other 
team. 


“I think our offense is doing 
a great job with having the first 
possession and putting points on 
the board,” cornerback Prince 
Amukamara said. 

“Our offense is really getting 
things going, so it makes it a little 
bit easier for the defense because 
now we know the opposing team’s 
offense needs to get going and 
start passing more to get points 
on the board.” 

Mack had a sack against Min¬ 
nesota, giving him three in the 
past two weeks and eight in eight 
games this season. And Eddie 
Jackson returned an intercep¬ 
tion for a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter. 

Parkey also got some redemp¬ 
tion after hitting uprights four 
times while missing two field 
goals and two extra points against 
the Lions. But he didn’t attempt 
an extra point on Sunday. 

Nagy opted to go for two after 
each of their two touchdowns. 
And he acknowledged Parkey’s 
struggles the previous week fac¬ 
tored into those decisions. He also 
insisted his own aggressive na¬ 
ture and a belief the plays would 
work were big reasons. 

Chicago converted both times, 
with Trubisky passing to Josh 
Bellamy in the second quarter 
and Adam Shaheen in the fourth. 

“It worked,” Nagy said. “It 
doesn’t always work. And you’ve 
got to make sure that you get two 
out of every three.” 

Nagy said he discussed the 
plan with Parkey and wasn’t wor¬ 
ried about how it would impact 
his confidence. 

“Whenever you’re honest with 
people, it’s so easy to do what 
you do because you’re real with 
them,” Nagy said. “You tell them 
exactly what you’re feeling and 
everybody knows the plan.” 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 


Minnesota Vikings defensive end Danielle Hunter tackles Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky 
during the first half Sunday in Chicago. Trubisky injured his right shoulder in the game. 
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Bulletin board material 

Michigan’s Higdon predicts victory 
over Ohio State » college football, Page 29 



Rams outlast Chiefs in record Monday night showdown 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Los Angeles Rams quarterback Jared Goff completed 31 of 49 
passes for 413 yards and four touchdowns. He also ran for a TD. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Even before the fourth lead 
change of the fourth quarter, well before the 1,001st 
yard of combined offense was tallied, the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the Los Angeles Rams already knew 
this was a classic. 

Two powerhouse NFL teams at the peak of their 
brilliance dueled deep into the night at an ecstatic 
Coliseum, racking up eye-popping numbers that 
stretched the box score and credulity. 

There were 14 touchdowns, including three by de¬ 
fensive players. There were 56 first downs. There 
were 105 points, with 50 from each team — the first 
time that’s ever happened in an NFL game. 

In the final moments, the Rams did just enough to 
leave with a win they’ll savor for years. 

And if these teams meet again at the Super Bowl 
in IVi months, the Chiefs will remember the sting 
from coming up just short. 

Jared Goff threw a 40-yard touchdown pass to 
Gerald Everett for the go-ahead score with 1:49 to 
play, and the Rams outlasted the Chiefs for a 54-51 


victory Monday night in a showdown that somehow 
surpassed the hype. 

“It was a crazy game, crazy game,” said Goff, who 
passed for 413 yards and four touchdowns and even 
ran for another score. “It seemed like whoever had 
the ball at the end was going to win the game. There 
was times where we felt like we were going to put 
the knife in and finish them, and there were times 
where it was the other way around, where we had to 
claw back into it.” 

Patrick Mahomes passed for a career-high 478 
yards with six touchdown passes in his latest jaw- 
dropping effort for the Chiefs (9-2), but he also threw 
two interceptions in the final 1:18 as the Rams (10- 
1) claimed the highest-scoring Monday night game 
ever played. 

The highest-scoring game in the league this sea¬ 
son was an offensive fantasia of ingenious schem¬ 
ing from mastermind coaches Andy Reid and Sean 
McVay — along with 21 combined penalties to keep 
things interesting. The second half was an extended 
thriller featuring 59 combined points. 

SEE INSTANT ON PAGE 30 
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Sun Devils surprise No. 15 Bulldogs » College basketball, Page 28 

















